Boyd Parker Israelsen
March 12, 1928 - October 9, 2021

Boyd Parker Israelsen, 93, passed away October 9, 2021 from complications of
congestive heart failure. Boyd was born March 12, 1928 to Vernon L. and Stella Parker
Israelsen in Logan, Utah.
His childhood and youth were spent in Utah, Wisconsin, Washington DC, and Ohio, where
he graduated from high school in Cleveland in 1946. Military service followed during 194648 in the U.S. Army of Occupation in Japan, first in the 24th Infantry Division and then as
a clarinetist in the 296th Army Band at I Corps Headquarters in Kyoto.
After a year at Utah State University in 1948-49, he attended the California Institute of
Technology (Caltech) in Pasadena, CA receiving bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
electrical engineering in 1952 and 1953.
He and Carma Croshaw of Logan were married in 1953 in the Logan LDS Temple.
Following four years at Caltech’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena (now under
NASA) he attended graduate school at Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA receiving his
doctorate in electrical engineering in 1960.
He then began a 29-year career at Watkins-Johnson Company, a Palo Alto microwave
electronics firm. He and Carma raised their five children in Los Altos, CA. On retiring in
1988, Boyd and Carma moved back to Logan and Boyd began a 10-year second career
as an adjunct professor in USU’s Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering.
There he taught engineering design, project management and technical writing, and
served as advisor to the USU student branch of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics
Engineers (IEEE).
Concurrently, he functioned as volunteer project manager for the restoration of Logan’s
Ellen Eccles Theatre, for which he received the Utah Governor’s Silver Bowl Award in
1996. Other community involvement included membership in the Logan Kiwanis Club, and
service on the boards of Cache Valley Center for the Arts (CVCA) and Cache County

American Red Cross.
His membership in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints provided numerous
growth opportunities, including Bishop, high councilor, stake president’s counselor,
regional welfare agent, and Patriarch. He and Carma filled a service mission for Logan
LDS Employment Services in 1999-2000, and in the Ohio Cincinnati Mission 2002-2003.
Boyd is survived by his family of 79, including his wife Carma and five children: Carla
Randall, Beaver Dam, Utah; Loren and Corinne Israelsen, Salt Lake City, Utah; Craig and
Tamara Israelsen, Springville, Utah; Laura and Alejandro Rubalcava, Monarch Beach,
California; and Richard and Jennifer Israelsen, Salt Lake City, Utah. 26 grandchildren and
34 great-grandchildren are their greatest blessing, and a bounty unforeseeable 68 years
ago.
He is preceded in death by his parents, his sister Barbara I. Shearer and brother-in-law
Raymond C. Shearer. Funeral services will be held on October 16, 2021 at 1:00 pm at the
Cobblestone 2nd Ward building at 420 W 100 N, Providence, Utah. A viewing will be held
at the church prior to the services from 10:30-12:30. Interment will be in the Hyrum City
Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to the Humanitarian Aid Fund of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at http://www.donate.churchofjesuschrist.org
Warmest appreciation is extended to the many doctors and hospice workers that assisted
Boyd and Carma over the past several years.
Click the below link to view the services live (password: Boyd):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88599743358?pwd=aWlaNVdhWGF2VHR1a0E5QTUzTEw4Q
T09
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Comments

“

Yasuko Matsuura & Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family
of Boyd Parker Israelsen.

Yasuko Matsuura & Family - November 03 at 03:34 AM

“

Sending love to dear Carma and family as we remember Boyd and his example of
service, righteousness, and friendship. We appreciate Boyd's positive and important
influence in our lives. He taught us so much. Love, Debbie and Scott Raymond

Debbie Raymond - October 27 at 11:59 PM

“

Boyd was a special person. He had a great sense of humor and a love of learning.
We so much appreciated his kindness and love of family. We are sad to hear of his
passing and know you will miss him so much, Carma, a well as your family. Although
he spoke softly, he was much listened to. We have missed seeing all of our former
neighbors so much. Please know that you are in our thoughts many times and we
remember with fondness the times we enjoyed together.
Nathan and Linda Christensen

Linda Christensen - October 20 at 05:01 PM

“

Fran and I were enriched as we shared years of membership in a study group with
Boyd and Carma. Their deep contributions to our spiritual base were priceless.
Boyd's testimony of The Church of Jesus Christ was strong and evident in all he said
and did.
Boyd made great contributions to the development of the Eccles Theater. I got to
witness his expertise in managing tough questions when he asked me to visit the
Board and describe the option of adding a pipe, a digital theater organ, or shrink the
Green Room to allow for a larger space for an orchestra. Voyd described the way
they approached the decision and chose the expanded apace for the orchestra. I
think about his great wisdom and judgement each time I walk by that orchestra pit
now holding many more musicians.

Carma, we pray that you and your wonderful family will be comforted in the
knowledge of the Lord's great Plan of Salvation and that you will all be together
again.
Gary H. Richardson
Gary Richardson - October 17 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Scott Haueter - October 16 at 05:25 PM

“

Clark & Marsha Israelsen is following this tribute.

Clark Marsha Israelsen - October 15 at 02:10 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Boyd Parker Israelsen.

October 14 at 05:40 PM

“

It was our good fortune to receive a call from our Stake President Jay Monson while
we were presiding over the Ohio Cincinnati Mission. He called to ask if we would like
to have Boyd and Carma Israelsen serve as a Senior Couple in our Mission! YES!
We knew the Israelsens and the outstanding couple they are! Soon the Israelsen's
arrived in the mission and were assigned to the Georgetown, Kentucky Ward to
provide support to the Ward Leaders and seek to teach those interested in learning
more about the Gospel.
Their service was beyond outstanding, the loving and helpful nature they exude
enabled them to do so much good in the Ward area. Further, they were strong
supporters of the young missionaries serving there and formed a sense of a Senior
Couple-Young Missionary Team which was strong and brought about wonderful
results. Bottom line, they left the Ward in far better condition than when they arrived.
They introduced the Gospel to many residents in the area. We loved them before
while living in the Logan Stake with them then afterward serving with them in the
Mission. and afterward. They attended several OCM Reunions as long as their health
permitted and we consider them beloved eternal friends. Our gratitude and
condolences to their family.
President Robert L. & Mary Ann Gilliland OCM 2001 - 03

Mary Gilliland - October 14 at 05:07 PM

“

Chuck and I were influenced for good from our association with Boyd and Carma.
Our sympathy to the family and our love to you Carma.

karen Hyer - October 14 at 04:11 PM

“

I commented this to Rich personally but hope some of the grandkids and great
grandkids will see how he was so often perceived by others.
Boyd had a gift to look at you and just by his look, make you feel that you were
capable great things. He had such a smart and funny sense of humor. He was as
steady as they come! I can see him showing up on the other side and just walking to
his reserved seat among the great and noble ones; feeling right at home there, in a
way, like he never left. The world is a better place because of him and not just
because of his microwave antennas. I still don't think Rich has any real concept of
what he did professionally.

Bill Freedman - October 12 at 04:22 PM

“

Brother Boyd Israelsen has always been a blessing to many and a stalwart in the
Church. Everyone loved him. He lived a great life with Carma and set a great
example for us to follow. He will be an angel in heaven. Karen McLeod

karen mcleod - October 12 at 03:21 PM

