Carol Ione Hopkins Petersen
May 12, 1933 - January 19, 2021

Our dearest Mom, Grandma, Nana, sister, and friend, Carol Ione Hopkins Petersen, “Hop”
passed away of natural causes on January 19, 2021 at Maple Springs Assisted Living
Center. She was 87.
Mom was born on May 12, 1933 in Logan, Utah. She was the daughter of Wallace Henry
Hopkins and Frances Ione Hunt and the oldest of three children. Mom had two younger
sisters: Fay and Walda. She treasured family jeep rides up Logan Canyon. Carol attended
Woodruff Elementary, Logan Jr. High, and graduated from Logan High School. Mom was a
skilled typist long before computers, and typed dissertations to help Dad obtain his
Doctorate degree. As her children grew older, Carol went back to college. She graduated
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education from Utah State University and was a
Member of the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. Carol taught at Hillcrest Elementary for 28
years. She was an excellent school teacher. She was dedicated, creative, and made her
classroom a positive place for the children to learn.
Mom married her sweetheart, Molen Larry Petersen, son of Molen LeGrande and Mary
Maughan Petersen, May 8, 1953 in the Logan LDS Temple. They had two children:
Steven and Wendie. Mom and Dad were a team. They supported each other in all aspects
of life. They found joy in being together at home or traveling to various education
conventions for Larry’s work. Mom and Dad were known to just hop in the car and head to
Jackson Hole for “bread and milk” or “follow the moon” to Lake Tahoe. What a joyous
reunion for them to be together again after 17 years. They loved each other
immeasurably.
Mom was an avid reader, whether it was a novel, poetry, scriptures, crossword puzzles,
maps, or the National Geographic. Mom loved to learn and took great joy in sharing that
gift with others. She always read to her children and grandchildren. Mom loved to knit,
crochet, cross-stitch, sing, paint, decorate for each holiday, and collect bird figurines and
birdhouses. After Larry passed away, Mom was able to travel to many places she had
read about with Larry’s family: “The Hyrum Bunch”.
Mom loved being a Grandma to her grandchildren and Nana to her great-grand. Spending
time together while laughing over her odd adventures with hedgehogs, playing board
games, and traveling together created cherished and priceless memories. Mom loved

hearing them play their piano, flute, or banjo. “We Love You to the Moon and back
Grandma, and forever!”
Mom belonged to many different organizations: Relief Society, Daughters of the Utah
Pioneers, Literati Book Club, and ExLebris, her literary group.
Mom was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She had a
strong testimony of the Savior. She earned her Golden Gleaner Award and sang with the
“Singing Mothers”. She was a Relief Society teacher and served on the Stake Mutual
Board, but her favorite calling was Jr. Primary Chorister. In her 70’s, Mom was an
ordinance worker in the Logan Temple.
Carol was a breast cancer survivor, survived multiple broken hips, and fought hard each
time to regain her health. She never quit. During this pandemic, the last ten months of
physically not being able to be with her family was Mom’s final challenge. Her mottos:
“Always keep smiling” and “Don’t think about it, just do it.”
Carol is survived by her two children, Steve (Jill), and Wendie (Reed) Dixon, seven
grandchildren, and her sweet great-grand. Sister, Fay (Lowell) Decker; brother-in-law,
Farrell Petersen; sister-in law, Gloria Anderson (Daryl Ward), and many nieces and
nephews whom she loved dearly. Preceded in death by her husband, Larry, parents, sister
Walda, brother-in law Tom Anderson, and sister-in law Carol Dee Petersen.
Due to Covid-19, a private viewing for family and her close friends will be held Monday,
Jan. 25 at 11:00 a.m. at the Allen-Hall Mortuary, 34 East Center Street in Logan. Masks
and social distancing are mandatory. Honoring Carol’s wishes but due to the weather, an
“indoor graveside service” will follow at 12 noon and will be streamed live.
Services may be viewed via the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87184367022?pwd=ZG0vREFZaFVCMlhtMGxGVWhzeVlNdz0
9
Password: Petersen
Condolences and memories may be expressed online there. Interment will be in the Loga
n City Cemetery.
We know Mom would want us to thank her loving family and caring friends for their love an
d support throughout her life. Thanks also to the doctors, administration, and staff at Mapl
e Springs Assisted Living Center who cared for Mom over the years. We are so grateful.
In lieu of sending flowers for the service, please send them to someone who is isolated du
ring this Covid pandemic. Let the blossoms lift their spirits.
“We love you, Mom! We will see each other again!”

Comments

“

A webcast video has been added.

Allen-Hall Mortuary - January 21 at 12:43 PM

“

I grew up in her neighborhood and then returned to the neighborhood with my family.
She is a great example to me, always smiling and cheerful and optimistic. Enjoyed
being her neighbor and now I enjoy seeing some of her grandchildren as they walk to
USU past my house. She has a great legacy. Hope her family feels comforted at this
time of loss.
Kim (Allen) Robinson

Kim Robinson - January 25 at 05:36 PM

“

What wonderful neighbors and friends. We appreciate your family and your parents too for
the love the Allens/Robinsons have shown our parents and us over the years. Thank you.
Wendie - February 09 at 09:34 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Allen-Hall Mortuary - January 25 at 03:49 PM

“

I had the pleasure of teaching with her at Hillcrest Elementary! She was one of the
kindest people I've ever met! She was always smiling and had the most calming
demeanor! My husband and I were lucky enough to travel to educational
conferences with both she and Larry! They were so much fun! We had a gathering
for a luncheon at Maple Springs a few years back with our Hillcrest teacher friends!
She was a delight as always! She was an amazing teacher and I'm so happy I had
the privilege of working with and getting to know her! She was a light that will truly be
missed! Much love to your family!
Julie Williams

Julie Williams - January 25 at 02:57 PM

“

Thank you so much for writing. She loved traveling with you and we loved hearing the
stories. She enjoyed that luncheon and seeing her dear friends and co-workers again. She
loved the Williams family. --Wendie
Wendie - February 09 at 09:33 AM

“

My family lived across the street from Mrs. Petersen, sister Petersen, as I always
called her. I knew her all growing up and was so excited to have my neighbor for my
teacher. I loved her class and she was always reading to us. Outside the classroom
she was always such a joy to talk to. She let me search for cocoons on the milkweek
on the side of her home. I was always so excited to show her the butterfly’s. Carol
was a huge part of my childhood and I always felt I had someone who loved me right
across the street. Much love, Natalie

Natalie Christensen - January 24 at 05:02 PM

“

Thank you so much Natalie. We love your family and have such fond memories together.
Mom loved you and your family too.
Wendie - February 09 at 09:29 AM

“

I have many fond memories of Carol. She taught most of my 6 children at Hillcrest
Elementary school, and I very much enjoyed the visits I made to her home and
Maple Springs. I conducted Larry's funeral. There I shared a poem I had written for
Carol that I think merits repeating now that they are once again together.
A Whisper is Enough (for Carol)
A whisper is enough for me.
A whisper is enough to send
your promise that in faith you’ll see
life’s journey to its end.
I left. It’s hard to say goodbye.
The Father’s just and perfect plan
designed it thus. Now you must try
to live as best you can
until that time when we once more
will be as one, that moment when
the closeness that we prized before
will be restored again.
It’s not by chance that I am here.
My death has purpose, as did too
my life. Your life—it’s also clear—
still has its work to do.
Your journey now, your sacred call,
requires your heart, might, mind, and soul.
My mission too demands my all.
We share a common goal.
I’ll silent watch while we’re apart
as you our children faithful raise.
I hope that often in your heart
you’ll feel my spirit’s gaze.
Life’s test requires that you not see
my countenance nor hear my speech,
and yet my ears will always be
within your whisper’s reach.
The veil conceals my face from you.
To live by faith is still your choice.
But nothing now obscures my view,
and I still hear your voice.
Pray always to our God above.

In all give thanks. Confess His hand,
His matchless grace, His endless love,
His will, His perfect plan.
And each night, as you end your prayer,
before you sleep, remember too
the loving soul who waits to share
eternity with you.
A whisper is enough for me
A whisper is enough to send
your promise that in faith you’ll see
your journey to its end.
Kevin Krogh
Kevin Krogh - January 23 at 05:49 PM

“

Bishop Krogh
This poem has meant so much to us over the 17 years since Dad left. It had such special
meaning then and now as we reread it. Thank you for all you have done for our Mom and
for your support and friendship. We have always treasured this poem and its message.
Sincerely, Carol's daughter, --Wendie
Wendie P Dixon - January 24 at 03:14 PM

“

We truly love Carol. Carol and Larry were our next door neighbors for many years.
Carol watched for opportunities to help her neighbors. And I know that the school
children at Hillcrest all loved her as a teacher. As a neighbor she was pleasant and
kind and very caring. She was good at handling her challenges with love and
patience. We loved each other as neighbors very much. Were were neighbors at
Maple Springs also. It was a pleasant experience to visit her there. She was a good
listener, and shared some precious things too. I love her and i'll miss her. She was a
faithful church goer and a good example in example in every way. She missed Larry,
and often spoke of him. They were very close and very much in love. I will miss her
and her example. She loved to read, which is one of my favorite things, and that kept
us good friends and neighbors. She was gracious, and a good friend in every
respect. I will miss her, but it's fun to think of her with Larry again. I'll miss her very
much.

Nanette Nelson - January 22 at 08:04 PM

“

She loved you and Joe and enjoyed seeing you at Maple too. How grateful she was for
dear friends! Hope you got the picture of you and Mom at the Halloween party. - Wendie
Wendie - February 09 at 09:31 AM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Reed Dixon - January 22 at 01:28 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Reed Dixon - January 22 at 01:17 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Reed Dixon - January 22 at 01:13 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Reed Dixon - January 22 at 01:12 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Reed Dixon - January 22 at 01:07 AM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Landon Dixon - January 21 at 09:51 PM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Annie Dixon - January 21 at 02:23 PM

