Derwin Crockett Merrill
January 25, 1934 - June 29, 2019

North Logan, Utah – Derwin Crockett Merrill, 85, passed away peacefully Saturday, June
29, 2019. He was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great grandfather, brother, uncle,
and friend. He is the third son of Casper and Anna Merrill. He married his sweetheart,
Luana Packer of North Logan, in the Logan Temple of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints on June 1, 1956. They recently celebrated 63 joyful years of marriage
together.
Derwin was born and raised in Richmond, Utah near the land where the Fat Boy Ice
Cream factory is now located. As a boy, he made ice cream with his father and brothers.
One day, he found an old car on the hillside adjacent to their home and spent many hours
taking it apart and putting it back together. His mother, Anna, soon began calling Derwin
“her little engineer”. When Derwin was 12 years old, the family moved the ice cream
business to Logan. He attended Logan Junior High School and painted a mural on the
school’s wall that remained until the wall was destroyed in the 1962 earthquake. While
attending Logan High School, Derwin became an expert marksman in the Army ROTC
and was an outstanding tennis player.
During his college years, he and Luana had unique dates at the Institute during Lambda
Delta Sigma Activities. He also continued his participation in the Army ROTC. Derwin
graduated with both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in Civil Engineering from Utah
State University. Following his university studies, Derwin was commissioned in the United
States Army. His first assignment was Company Commander in the Engineering Battalion
at Ft. Dix, New Jersey. He also served at Camp Drum, New York supervising the building
of roads and bridges. While at Ft. Dix, he also served as the first branch president.
Following his military service, Derwin moved his family to Ames, Iowa, where he became
an Instructor in the Iowa State University Civil Engineering Department. While teaching,
Derwin also pursued and was presented with a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering. Derwin loved
playing racquetball, and he became the Iowa State University racquetball champion,
defeating students and faculty alike. He was asked to represent the College of
Engineering on the university’s governing council. Derwin served the church in Iowa as a
counselor in the district presidency and later as a counselor in the stake presidency for a
period totaling eleven years.

In 1978, Derwin returned to Cache Valley with his family. He offered to help his father
design equipment and build a new Ice Cream plant in Richmond, Utah. Derwin, his father
and other family members built new freezing tunnels that were hundreds of feet long with
stainless steel belts that carried the Ice Cream product. Derwin loved learning, and even
though he had a Doctor’s Degree, he took courses in accounting and ice cream
manufacturing to help Casper’s Ice Cream company grow and thrive. He introduced
computers and modern manufacturing practices into the company as well as hygiene and
health processes and a retirement program for the full-time employees. Derwin was not
afraid to get his hands dirty, and he often worked alongside any employee that needed
help, whether it was working on the compressors, the backhoe, the forklift, the
manufacturing line, or in the office. The ice cream company remains a very successful
local family business in its third generation of family ownership.
While in Richmond, Derwin served as Richmond City Mayor, and as president of the
Cache Mayor’s Association. He also received the assignment to be on the District Court
on the grand jury and was voted as the foreperson. He was the first bishop of the
Richmond Fourth Ward. He also served on the High Council in the Richmond Utah Stake.
He later served as Stake Patriarch in both the Richmond and the Smithfield Stakes.
Derwin’s testimony of the Gospel of Jesus Christ began as a young boy through some
special spiritual experiences. He loved missionary work and was privileged to wear a
missionary name tag during eight different periods of his life: first as a young man, then as
a member of the Cache Stake Mission Presidency, as the District Mission President in
Iowa, and as the Stake Mission President in the Richmond, Utah Stake. He and Luana
also served four “couples” missions. The first was in the Singapore Mission where they
served in East Malaysia on the Island of Borneo; Lahore, Pakistan for nine months, and in
Petaling Jaya, West Malaysia. Their second couples’ mission was to Myanmar, which was
formerly known as Burma. In Myanmar, they taught English, and Derwin supervised
numerous humanitarian projects. Their third mission was to Mongolia where in addition to
teaching English to Ulaanbaatar city officials and employees Derwin supervised
humanitarian water wells so that the people had clean, fresh water without walking long
distances. He also served as a counselor to the Mission President, assisting with
leadership training. Their fourth mission was to the Logan Family History Center first as
Temple and Family History Missionaries. Derwin taught classes and was ultimately called
as an associate director, where he chaired the annual family history conferences.
Derwin is survived by his loving wife, Luana Merrill, and by their seven children: Ralph
Merrill (Diane), Smithfield, Utah; Janette Kelly (Brent), Hyde Park, Utah; Keith Merrill
(Lotti), Logan, Utah; Linda Rands (Steve), Cary, Illinois; Paul Merrill (Stephanie),
Smithfield, Utah; Kevin Merrill, Glendora, California; and Kyle Merrill (Tasha), Chuckey,
Tennessee. Derwin and Luana have 33 grandchildren and 34 great grandchildren with
three additional “greats” on the way. He is also survived by his brother George Merrill

(Pat), Layton, Utah. Derwin was preceded in death by his parents and two sets of twin
brothers, Richard and Ronald and Douglas and Marcus.
The entire Merrill family wishes to express our profound gratitude to the nurses and staff at
Maple Springs, North Logan and to Integrity Home Care and Hospice, who took such
good care of our loving Derwin during his final hours here on Earth.
Funeral services will be held at 12:00 noon on Saturday, July 6, 2019 at the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints located at 2540 North 400 East, North Logan conducted
by Bishop Brian Cox. Viewings will be held on Friday, July 5, 2019 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
at Nelson Funeral Home, 162 East 400 North, Logan, Utah. A second viewing will be held
at the church prior to the funeral service from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Military rites and
interment will be in the Richmond City Cemetery. Condolences and memories may be
shared with the family at www.allenmortuaries.net.
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Comments

“

We have the privilege of knowing some truly great men in our lifetime and Jim and I
had the privilege of knowing Derwin as a neighbor, a Bishop, and a wonderful friend.
May God be with all of you in his family. He will be truly missed. Love, sympathy and
prayers for you.

Ann Parkinson - July 10 at 02:15 PM

“

Dear Merrill Family, please accept our condolences at the passing of Derwin. We are
grateful for the influence of many of you over the years on our family. May Heaven
bring peace to each of you now and hope in the truth of eternity.

Russell & Nancy Drake - July 10 at 12:43 PM

“

Dear Luana,
We were so sorry to hear about the passing of your dear husband, Derwin.
We so enjoyed working at the Family Search Library with the two of you. We were
out of town this week end or we would have been to the funeral.
We hope & pray that the Lord will truly bless & comfort you in the weeks & months
ahead as you mourn the loss of your husband. What a great, faithful man & leader
he was.
Sincerely, Georgia & Don Smee

Georgia Smee - July 07 at 08:13 PM

“

Dear Merrill Family,
It was my blessing to serve with Dwrwin and Luanna in the Myanmar mission. Derwin
was the country director for LDS Charities at this time and we all loved our mission
assignment teaching English classes to teachers, doctors, lawyers, business
associates, and the military. Derwin was such a powerful yet humble instrument in
the hands of the Lord during a challenging human rights era in Myanmar. We were
the only four members of the Church in Yangon, plus one military member family. It
was in their home on US Embassy grounds that the ten of us held sacrament
meeting each Sunday, but not before having our car searched! Derwin's example,
leadership and testimony of the Savior were such an inspiration to me.
Luanna! It was such a joy to be with you in Myanmar and feel your love and energy!
You taught me so many Christ-like principles. Thank you for sharing those special

and treasured days. I send my love and sincere condolences to you and your family.
With love,
Joyce Durham Larsen
joyce durham larsen - July 06 at 12:56 AM

“

We offer our sincere condolences to Luana and her family. We celebrate with you the
wonderful life of Derwin. We have very fond memories of Derwin and Luana and their
family during their time in Ames, Iowa. For this, we are most grateful. Thank you for
enriching our lives in so many ways and being our friends. We recall the able
leadership of "President Merrill" as he served in the district, then in the stake
presidency. How did he do it all? Stake presidency, husband and father, champion
racket ball player, new home builder, university instructor, doctoral student...did he
ever lay down to rest? His energy level was off the charts. Thank you Derwin for
inspiring us. We will miss you.
Ted and Rae Okiishi

Ted and Rae Okiishi - July 05 at 05:17 PM

“

I attended Logan High School and was in the same class (1952) with Derwin. He was
always so devoted to the Gospel as he participated in Seminary and showed great
leadership abilities there. Of course Caspar's Ice Cream was a destination for all ice
cream lovers. They respected the prophet's directive to close on Sundays and I
admired their obedience even is "small things". I still think of the Merrill family
whenever I eat a Casco. Heaven will be a sweet place with Derwin in it. From a
fellow classmate of the class of 1952 Carolyn Jones Kunz

carolyn jones kunz - July 04 at 04:10 PM

“

We were saddened to hear about Derwin's passing. Memories flooded our minds
reflecting upon his and Luanna's great service in Myanmar when we presided over
the Cambodia, Phnom Penh Mission which included Myanmar, Vietnam, Laos as
well as Cambodia in the early 2000s! They were wonderful and independent
representing the Church in an outstanding manner. We visited them every several
months in Yagong and enjoyed Derwin's great dedication, leadership and
contribution to LDS Charities. They were truly servants of the Lord working in the far
vineyards of the Lord!
President and Sister Colton

John Colton - July 03 at 01:47 PM

“

Derwin was a wonderful man. I first met him one summer in the early 1960's when I
worked for his father selling ice cream. It was then Merrill's Ice Cream. His parents
lived in the old Logan 9th ward where I lived. But it was later when he worked at the
Family History Library that I got to know him better. He had so many talents and
never stopped to kick back and rest. I loved his stories about his prominent ancestor,
Apostle Marriner W. Merrill. Luana, please accept our deepest condolences. David &
Judy Allen

David Allen - July 03 at 10:52 AM

“

We learned everything we know about loving and serving in the Church from the Merrills,
Woolley’s, Buckleys, James ...and all the rest of those dear people in Ames. We were
young graduate students who also learned how to raise families from the best of the best in
those six life-changing years. We send our love to the Merrill family.
Von and Patty Jolley - July 05 at 04:13 PM

“

Luanna, We want to express to you our sincere sympathy in the loss of your dear husband
and companion.
We enjoyed so much our association with both of you in the family history library in Logan.
Derwin was a great teacher and innovator in those early days of family search. Thank you
for your friendship and love.
Bill and Joyce Bradford.
Joyce B Bradford - July 06 at 11:39 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Derwin Crockett Merrill.

July 03 at 10:18 AM

