Dolores Marie Sasek Keller
October 4, 1925 - February 5, 2019

Dolores Marie Sasek Keller, 93, passed away peacefully on Feb 5, 2019 at Terrace Grove
Assisted Living, Logan Utah.
Dolores was born at home, on a farm, in Swanton Nebraska on October 4, 1925, daughter
of Fred and Marie Drzka Sasek. Upon high school graduation, she went to work for the
U.S. Army Air Corps as a civilian communications worker during World War 2 at Air Bases
in Nebraska and then in Colorado Springs CO. While in Colorado Springs she met and fell
in love with a handsome young serviceman named Gordon Nelson Keller from Brigham
City, Utah. After a 3-month courtship they were married by the base chaplain on March 7,
1946.
In 1963, after living in Chicago and Kansas, they moved to Logan where Gordon became
the first Anthropology professor at Utah State University. Dolores attended Utah State,
earning a bachelor’s degree in Business Education and a master’s degree in Social Work.
She went on to work on the USU campus for many years, in the Communication’s
Department and at the Dept of Agriculture Coyote Research Project. She became a fixture
on campus, and it is safe to say she knew, and was friends with more people at the
University than anyone before or since. She had personal relationships with everyone
from the University President down to the custodians and students.
Dolores loved talking to people and would strike up a conversation with anybody
anywhere and before long would figure out some connection she had with a member of
their family or a common friend. Dolores was particularly proud of her Czech ancestry and
heritage and especially loved Polka music. She grew up in the dance halls of Nebraska
where her father played the accordion in a dance band. She and Gordon attended Polka
Festivals and Square Dances throughout the country.
Although her husband passed away in 2010, she continued to enjoy an active and full life
right up until the end, letting nothing slow her down. She was wheeling her walker up and
down the halls of Terrace Grove until just a few days before her death. She was a loving
and caring wife, mother, grandmother, friend and neighbor who will be deeply missed by
all who knew her.
Dolores is survived by her four children; Douglas (Nancy) Keller of Albuquerque, N.M.,
Susan Keller of Murray, Ut., Gregg (Thelma) Keller of Sandy, Ut., and Bradley (Elaine)

Keller of Grover Beach, Ca., seven grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her husband Gordon, her parents Fred and Marie Sasek, her brother
Alvin Sasek, and her sister Lorraine Hrdlicka.
Funeral services will be held at 12:00 noon on Wednesday, Feb 13 at the Allen-Hall
Mortuary, 34 East Center Street in Logan. A viewing will be held from 11:00 to 12:00 am at
the mortuary prior to the funeral services. Interment will be in the Logan City Cemetery.

Comments

“

Gregg and Brad and family, Dolores was a gem.
She was always, friendly, quick to smile and laugh, impeccably groomed and ON
THE GO! I enjoyed visiting with her and giving her rides prior to her move to the rest
home. She was always ready to share news on her kids and grandkids, was so
proud of and loved you all. I enjoyed reading her lovely obituary as there were many
things I did not know about her. A lovely Cache Valley icon has departed mortality for
new adventures. Thoughts and prayers of sympathy and gratitude for you and your
families for a wonderFULL life.
Roline Artist

Roline Artist - February 17, 2019 at 04:12 PM

“

Just learned of your mother's passing yesterday. Proud to call this wonderful lady my
cousin ! Always happy to see your parents on their trips to Nebraska enjoying huge
dinners at my grandparents farm while your Grandfather Fred would play the
accordion all afternoon on the porch. Wonderful memories of those simpler times! My
parents (Clarence and Arlene Sasek) always enjoyed getting together with Dolores
and Gordon. There was always fun and laughter ! The Sasek family has lost a great
cousin! My thoughts and prayers will be with the Keller family ! --- Carey Sasek
Liberty, MO

Carey Sasek - February 14, 2019 at 01:50 PM

“

I always thought of Delores and Gordon as grandparents. They were always at our
house once a week for the "hair appointment." Sometimes Gordon came in and
sometimes he stayed in the car for a well deserved nap. Mom and Delores met while
mom was in beauty school. That was the beginning of a friendship that lasted
forever. Delores and Gordon attended wedding festivities for my parents, myself and
all of my three siblings, and the wedding of my oldest daughter. Yes they are family. I
am sorry for your loss, but on the upside mom is doing her hair. I loved your parents
and will miss them, but isn't it wonderful they lived very full lives. My deepest
condolences to you all.
Daphne Wickham Carlson

Daphne Carlson - February 12, 2019 at 06:29 PM

“

USDA Coyote Research Project purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the family of
Dolores Marie Sasek Keller.

USDA Coyote Research Project - February 11, 2019 at 09:16 PM

“

Mindy and I always enjoyed our times with Dolores and Gordon. We often met them
as we walked through our neighborhood in the Lundstrum Park area. As new
members of the USU community starting in the mid-1970s they would go out of their
way to make us feel good about living and working in Logan. Delores was a fixture
throughout my nearly 40 years at USU. We have many fond memories of them and
appreciate their kindness and friendship.
Mike & Mindy Toney

Mike Toney - February 08, 2019 at 11:34 PM

“

Dolores was a very kind soul. She taught us that if things didn't go well, there was a
word that she always used. It was "shoot fire.". We still use that word. She was quite
a gal. We will miss her. She was a good friend to all.

Sadie Richins - February 08, 2019 at 03:03 PM

