Dr. Don Reed Holdaway
April 19, 1943 - April 18, 2019

On Thursday April 18, 2019, Don Reed Holdaway passed away after suffering from a
quickly progressing case of Guillian-Barre Syndrome. Words cannot express how this kind
and gentle man will be missed. Don was born in Los Angeles, California, to Reed and
Margaret Holdaway. He was raised in Springville, Utah, and was blessed to have 4 sisters
and 2 brothers, who he loved dearly.
Growing up, he loved sports, and much of his youth involved playing tennis, basketball,
and baseball. He prided himself on his knuckle ball. He loved being outdoors, enjoying
horses, and nature. He graduated from Springville High School where he made many
friends who he continued to have close friendships with throughout his life. Don served a
mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints in the Southern States. He
then graduated from BYU, attended medical school at the U of U, and then went on to
complete a Dermatology Residency at The Mayo Clinic.
During his education at BYU he met his wife Barbara Bagley, when they were lined up by
his cousin for a blind date. They have been sweethearts ever since. Throughout his life he
expressed his deep love and affection for her every chance he had. They were blessed to
enjoy over 50 full and wonderful years of marriage. Together, they showed their family how
to love unconditionally, serve others, and how to get through the tough things in life hand
in hand.
Don’s life has been blessed by 8 wonderful children and their spouses, 16 grandchildren,
and 4 great grandchildren, who have each brought him more love and happiness than he
could ever imagine. He helped create lasting family relationships through reading together,
boating, backpacking, and yearly trips to Bear Lake and Lake Powell.
Don decided at a young age that he wanted to be a dermatologist before he even knew
what a dermatologist did. Later on, his work in his father’s orthodontist office also inspired
him to work in a field where he could make a difference in people’s lives. Don began his
dermatology practice in Logan, Utah where he practiced for 32 years. He always said, “I

look forward to going to work every day”. He loved his office staff and his patients dearly
and cared about each one individually.
Don enjoyed serving as a bishop in a YSA ward at USU and in the Logan 24th Ward
where he had the opportunity to love and build relationships with his ward members.
After retirement, Don was able to more fully enjoy the hobbies that he loved but had put
on hold because of his commitments to his practice, his church callings, and especially to
his family.
He began spending his spare time fishing, tying flies and improving his golf game. Don
enjoyed going fishing with his friends, sons, and grandchildren. He loved spending time
gardening and watching things grow.
Don and his wife Barbara enjoyed serving CES missions in San Diego and Fairfield
California. They loved working with the YSA’s teaching classes and organizing activities
that would help them meet and marry someone who could make them as happy in
marriage as they were.
Don was committed to being the kind of father and grandfather who could share his values
and principles by the way he acted and the way he treated people. He always told his
children that the most important thing to remember when choosing someone to marry was
to “choose someone who is kind”. That was what he was. He was kind in every way.
Don will be truly missed by not only his family, but the wonderful friends he has made over
his lifetime. He was a man of principle and honor and treated everyone with respect and
love. He was a gentleman to the end.
Don is survived by his wife Barbara, his children, Heather (Michael) Thatcher, Todd
Holdaway, Junior (Arlene) Pinto, Heidi (Jason) Parker, Kim (Cameron) Christensen, Mindy
(Mark) Nordstrom, 16 grandchildren, and 4 great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his
siblings, Karen Miller, Susan (Doug) Robinson, Claudia Dastrup, Craig (Jane) Holdaway,
and Nora (Clark) Bishop. He was preceded in death by his daughter Kristen, his son
Benjamin, his brother Lee, his brother-in-law Max Dastrup, and his parents Reed and
Margaret Holdaway.
We offer our sincere gratitude for all who have shown love and kindness to our family.
Family and friends are invited to attend a viewing on Tuesday evening, April 23 from 6-8 at
Allen-Hall Mortuary, 34 East Center in Logan. Don’s life will be celebrated on Wednesday,

April 24, 11 am at Lundstrom Park 3rd Ward building on 1260 N. 1600 E. in Logan. A
viewing will be held prior to the funeral, from 9-10:30. Internment will be in the Logan
Cemetery.
Condolences may be expressed online at www.allenmortuaries.net

Comments

“

Dear Barbara, Jerry and I were shocked and saddened to hear about Don's passing!
We really enjoyed sharing our dinners with you on our trip to Cuba. He was a fine
person who made you feel like you had known him for a long time. You're in our
thoughts and prayers! Love, Ruth and Jerry Cooke

Ruth Coke - April 25 at 10:21 AM

“

God bless Don. I knew him as a patient and friend. He was always kind, patient, and
thoroughly competent. We had many wonderful conversations in his office. I am so
saddened by his passing. God bless his family.
J.A. Bissonette, Professor Emeritus, USU.

J A. Bissonette - April 24 at 09:34 PM

“

Patty and I are so sorry to hear about
Don's asking. We have always had such love and respect for him and his family.
Please accept our deepest sympathy.
Ed and Pat Allen

Dr. Ed Allen from Ogden - April 23 at 08:00 PM

“

I'm so sad to hear of Dr. Holdaway's passing. I didn't know him well but my experience with
him was memorable. He was the Dr. that was able to help my son with a severe skin
condition. He told me my son needed extensive treatments and if I could not afford them for
the length of time needed he would do them at no charge.. What a kind, thoughtful man.
Thats been 18 years ago and I'll never forget his kind generous offer. God bless your
family. He will never be forgotten, he was a good man.
P Powell - April 24 at 06:47 PM

“

I was a patient of Dr. Holdaway during my schooling at USU in the 1970s. He was such a
gentleman, cheerful, and he did marvelous things for my complexion. He taught me to care
for my skin, not only for health, but also for the cosmetic aspect. He was surprisingly
knowledgeable about cosmetics!
Susan - August 26 at 07:38 PM

“

One of my favorite memories of Don was at Lake Powell. He would get up early in
the morning to fish. When he returned his face was full of joy! Blue eyes sparking he
would tell me about a beautiful little area where the fish were biting. He then showed
my several nice sized fish. Later that day he fried them up in his special way and the
family had a fantastic fresh fish fry. Never had better fish - never saw anyone so

joyous about fishing.
Love you Don!
Wendy Bagley
Wendy Bagley - April 23 at 02:25 PM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Dr. Don Reed Holdaway.

April 22 at 09:52 PM

“

My family thought the world of this great doctor my self and my there daughter was
his patient always kind and carrying he made a special place in our hearts may the
Lord Bless him

charlotte Johnson - April 22 at 08:15 PM

“

I started going to Dr. Holdoway when he first started his practice and helped me get
through those terrible high school acne years. I have never forgotten how kind he
was to this pimple covered kid. Thank you, Dr. Holdoway for making a difficult time of
life a little easier.

Cannon Tarbet - April 22 at 01:52 PM

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Dr. Don Reed
Holdoway.

April 22 at 11:28 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to his family!!!
One of this workd's finest and kindest souls!!!

Sharee Horman Billman - April 22 at 11:01 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Dr. Don Reed Holdoway.

April 22 at 10:54 AM

“

Words can't express our sadness to learn of the passing of Dr. Holdaway. He was
one of the kindest,most intelligent and hard working people ever. As part of his office
staff he treated us all like one of the family. He will be missed by so many people. I'm
sure he had know idea of his positive impact on so many. Please accept our sincere
condolences.
With love, Judy and Marv Hanen

JUDY HANSEN - April 21 at 12:24 PM

“

Dr. Holdaway treated me as a teenager and always make me feel like I was special. I
still remember much of his great advice about my skin and how to take care of it.
What a special and sweet man he was! I am blessed to have known him.

Nicole Brown - April 21 at 12:18 AM

“

Barbara, I remember when we moved into the ward and Don was our home teacher!
We loved having him come visit, and when they called him to be bishop Mike asked if
he would still come visit us! We truly loved him, he was a great man.

Laurie John - April 20 at 10:55 PM

“

I don't think I have ever known a nicer person. Don always welcomed our family into
his home. He and Barbara have raised an amazing family. He will truly be missed.

Sheri Nordstrom - April 20 at 09:21 PM

“

Dr. Holdaway probably wouldn’t remember me; but I certainly remember him. I was
one of his first patients when he opened his practice, and he changed the direction of
my life with his treatment of my dermatological issues. He was indeed kind. He was
also skilled, sincere, and friendly. His office was upbeat, and he made his practice
totally available to his patients. So many doctors could learn better patient care by
observing his style. Our community has lost a wonderful man. My sincere
condolences are sent to his wife, family, and friends.

Marilynne Glatfelter - April 20 at 12:03 AM

“

Chris and I loved Don and your family. He saved Chris' life and was always such a
good friend. He was kind and funny. He will be missed. Bobbie Coray

Barbara B Coray - April 19 at 08:19 PM

“

Dear Barbara and family,
We are surprised and sad to see that Don has passed away. He was our
dermatologist and our friend. Such a kind, sensitive and thoughtful man. One of a
kind..... We extend our love and condolences to you and the family. May God bless
you and give you peace.
Warmly,
Richard and Brenda Anthony
North Logan

Richard & Brenda Anthony - April 19 at 07:43 PM

“

Dear Barbara & family, Words are hard to find at such a time as this. This world has lost a
true soul. Our heart aches for the Holdaway family. You are in our heart felt prayers that the
peace of the Holy Ghost will be of comfort to all of you. Lovingly, Glen & Lou Anna Fifield
Glen & Lou Anna Fifield - April 19 at 08:47 PM

“

There are so many fond memories through the years of knowing this wonderful family. We
share all the events with the grandkids. and IT IS ALWAYS SO FULL OF LAUGHTER AND
lOVE. I WILL DEARLY MISS him. He was involved in all of my kids lives and he was
genuinely interested in our lives.They are the best family and always made the Holidays
and birthdays more fun. He was a true role model in how to be and treat others. My
thoughts and prayers are with Barbara and the whole family. Sending love at this difficult

time.
jackiechristensen - April 21 at 11:55 AM

“

Dear Barbara and family,
We were so very sad to learn about Benjamin. Now, learning about Don's passing is truly
heartbreaking news. Words cannot express how much he will be missed by family,
neighbors, colleagues, former patients and friends from near and far. We learned to love
both of you as Byron was honored to serve in the YSA bishopric with Don. We send our
love, concern, and profound sympathy from Germany. You have both been our heroes over
these many years as we have watched the great faith and grace with which you have
shown as you faced the challenges that have come to you. What remarkable role models
you have been for all of us! Now we pray you will feel peace and comfort from our
Heavenly Father sustaining you during these difficult days ahead.
Elder Byron and Sister Janice McAllister
Germany Frankfurt Mission
Janice - April 21 at 05:05 PM

“

Dear Barbara and Holdaway Family, learning of Don's death saddens us and brings back a
flood of fond memories of him and your whole family - some of whom I was blessed to have
in my classroom at Hillcrest School. Your family has always been one of those which set
such a great and exceptional example to all of what we would hope to attain of love,
respect, and kindness to each other and those around us. The teachings and example he
left will live on through you and his posterity. We send love and condolences. Don and
Joyce McGregor
Joyce McGregor - April 22 at 01:01 AM

“

Dear Barbara and family, what a loss to the world. Don was such an inspirational man. I
appreciated his unflinching kindness and genuine concern when I lived in Logan. Allison
and I spoke often of the Holdaways and how loving and kind you and Don were. You were
both exemplary as parents, professionals, community members, friends, etc. This is
another incredibly difficult goodbye for your family. I hope you are finding some peace in
the love you share as a family and in the many happy memories you have of Don. Sending
much love from Kansas. Steven Dunn
Steven Dunn - April 22 at 12:10 PM

