Don Robert Korth
May 26, 1927 - December 31, 2018

Don Robert Korth passed away with his loving family near on December 31, 2018 at the
age of 91. He was born May 26, 1927 in Garland, Utah, the son of Gustav Robert and
Carrie Camilla Johnson Korth. He was married on August 6, 1953 to Lena Mae Muehlfeit
in the Idaho Falls Temple.
Don grew up in Garland, Utah as the youngest of six children. He had a happy childhood
and shared fond memories of growing up with his family during the depression—he loved
hunting with his brother, friends, and his dog Brownie. He joined the Army at the age of 18
and served in Germany shortly after World War II. He loved his country and could often be
found reading or watching movies that honored patriotism.
After his military service, he served a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in the New England States Mission; often living without purse or script throughout
rural Maine. Upon returning from his mission, he attended Utah State Agricultural College
and worked nights at U and I Sugar Factory. While attending school, Don met and married
Lena Mae, his beloved wife of 65 years.
Upon graduating with a degree in Economics, he and Lena Mae moved to Seattle where
Don pursued graduate studies at the University of Washington. Throughout Don’s career,
he worked for various telephone and engineering companies in Boise, ID, Spokane, WA,
Seattle, WA, Tremonton, UT, Provo, UT and Springville, UT. Don eventually became the
owner of Mid-State Consultants, a telephone engineering and consulting firm, and worked
there for 24 years until he retired.
Don’s work brought he and his young family to Utah County where he eventually
purchased “the farm”; 65 acres in beloved Mapleton in 1966. The land allowed him to
farm, raise Appaloosa race horses, and breed registered Black Angus cattle. Through life
on the farm, all five of his children learned the value of work while being raised in an idyllic
setting. Living in Mapleton, raising his family, and improving the farm provided Don with
lasting purpose and joy for 50 years.
Don was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and served
in multiple callings including Bishop and served several missions. Those who know Don
were able to recognize his love of the gospel through his unwavering faith and Christlike
example. Don was also active in the community and served on the Mapleton City Council

for three terms.
Don is survived by his wife, Lena Mae Muehlfeit, his five children, Diane (Reid) Gunnell,
Brian (Leslie) Korth, Rhonda (Scott) Ridge, Paul (Lorelei) Korth, and Mark (Carrie) Korth;
21 grandchildren and 40 great-grandchildren.
He is preceded in death by his parents and his siblings, Merlin, Rulon, Vaudis, Dean and
Margaret.
Funeral services will be held Saturday, January 5, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. at the Mapleton
White Church, 31 West Maple Street, Mapleton, Utah. A viewing will be held that morning
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. Don will be buried in the Mapleton Cemetery. Condolences may
be sent to the family at www.allenmortuaries.com.

Comments

“

- purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of Don Robert Korth.

- - January 04 at 05:58 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Don Robert Korth.

January 04 at 03:41 PM

“

57 files added to the album LifeTributes

Allen-Hall Mortuary - January 04 at 01:05 PM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Don Robert Korth.

January 04 at 12:18 PM

“

Lena Mae and familyI’ve appreciated the friendship of your family through all these years. Please know
thoughts and prayers are coming from me.
Mac Mathews

Mac Mathews - January 03 at 11:01 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Don. I sure do have a lot of memories and respects for him and
for the company (Mid-State Consultant, Inc.) that he had built. If it weren’t for him we
wouldn’t have had the opportunities that we all have to this day.
We are thinking of you all.
Steve Kidd
President
Mid-State Consultant, Inc.
Nephi, UT
Here is an email that I sent to all the current Mid-State Consultants employees.
From: Steve Kidd
Sent: Thursday, January 3, 2019 11:12 AM
To: All Mid-State and Subsidiary Employees mscon.com
Subject: Don Robert Korth Passing
I am sad to learn that Don Korth passed away on December 31st at the age of 91.
Most of you do not know Don, or who he was to Mid-State Consultants. In the
1960’s, Don was a partner at a small engineering firm called Clarence Holtkamp
Engineers. Don and Clarence had a small number of employees, but the firm was not
doing well. At one point, Clarence walked away from the small company and left Don
as the only Owner. At that point, Don used his farm in Mapleton as collateral to
leverage financial loans for the company and return it to solvency.
Under Don’s ownership, the Company assisted telephone companies with loan
applications from the Rural Electrification Administration, that would later become the
Rural Utilities Service. It was also while Don was President that the Company began
work for Century Telephone Enterprises (which today is known as CenturyLink); and
the Company grew substantially while working for CTE subsidiaries in several areas
of the United States.
In the early 1970’s, Don was responsible for changing the name of the Company to
Mid-State Consultants, Inc. When Don decided to retire in the late 1980’s, he and the
other partners/stockholders at that time started the ESOP as a means to purchase
Don’s stock.

The small Company that Don grew from near bankruptcy has prospered and is now
the firm where you all work today.
Don is survived by his wife, Lena Mae Korth, as well as five children.
Steve Kidd - January 03 at 05:27 PM

“

2 files added to the tribute wall

Steve Kidd - January 03 at 05:21 PM

“
“

Mid-State Consultants, Inc. Corporate Flag flown at half mask in honor of Don.
Steve Kidd - January 03 at 05:30 PM

Thank you for laying the great foundation, that is Mid-State Consultants, Inc and for your
service to our country, Don! Colt Smith-Accounting Manager, MSC
Colt Smith - January 03 at 05:34 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Don Robert Korth.

January 03 at 03:58 PM

“

Don was our Bishop and a good friend when we lived in Mapleton. We cherish the
memories. Heaven gained a great man. Sending love and prayers to Lena Mae and
the family.
Ron and Nancy Jolley

Ron and Nacy Jolley - January 03 at 12:23 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Don Robert Korth.

January 02 at 09:32 PM

