Gerald L. Purser
November 22, 1929 - April 15, 2020

Gerald L. Purser passed on to the next phase of his life on Wednesday April 15, 2020. He
was 90 years old and died from incident of age. He was born in Pocatello, Idaho on
November 22, 1929 to parents James Lawrence Purser and Cleo Grace Holt. The family
then moved to Salt Lake City. He attended Liberty School, Lincoln Jr. Middle School and
South High School. His parents bought a few acres in rural West Jordan and Gerald
began his love affair with horses. It was a love that stayed with him all his life. He and his
brother Jim broke and trained horses and did some rodeos.
In 1949 he received a call to serve as a missionary for 3 years in The Netherland and
Flemish Belgium. His heart never forgot his years there. His favorite time was spent in
Antwerp.
Upon his return he attended college until he was called to serve his country. He was
assigned to the Presidential Honor Guard in Washington D.C. and Arlington National
Cemetery. He also served at Schofield Barracks on Oahu, Hawaii. Receiving an honorable
discharge from the military he returned to finish college. As a college student he worked
two summers at the National Parks (Zion, Bryce and the North Rim of the Grand Canyon).
Here he met beautiful Margaret Thompson and two years later they were married in the
Salt Lake Temple. They are the parents of four children, Lisa Beus (Ohio), Jon (Nevada),
Jared (Lehi) and Catherine Chick (Florida). At this moment they have 22 grandchildren.
They were married for 59 years.
He worked with Lever Brothers Company which took them to Texas, Denver, and
Wisconsin where he was sales manager. He then went to work for the Agricultural Division
of Allis Chalmers as a creative director, editor, and wordsmith.
He enjoyed working along side the Milwaukee Brewers of the National League and
refereed high school and college basketball for thirty years. This was more enjoyment
than actual work.
On his spiritual side he worked for approximately twenty years in the Chicago and Logan
Temples. He served on High Councils, as Elders Quorum President, Bishop, Stake
Presidency, and regional welfare agent. For twenty years he was a member of the
Milwaukee County Council for the Boy Scouts of America.
After forty-two years, he and Margaret left their beloved Wisconsin and retired in Utah

where it all began.
A private family Graveside Service will be held Monday April 20th at the Logan City
Cemetery.

Cemetery
Logan City Cemetery
1000 North 1200 East
Logan, UT,

Comments

“

Oh my goodness! My temple friend! I will so miss Brother Purser at the desk as I
enter the temple (it made me sad when they changed that). He always remembered
my name and we asked how each other was doing and would compare weeks, even
though we didn't even know much about one another. That was just the type of man
he was! Love this man! I'm sure he is greeting others and sharing his wonderful
personality and warmth on the other side!
Linda Jennings

Linda Jennings - May 06 at 09:52 AM

“

Margaret, I am deeply sorry for your loss.
You are in my thoughts and prayers, and as soon as we get back to normal we will
need to get together.
When you would come into Needhams and shop, your sweet husband was always
so kind and gentle with you you. I never ever saw him try to hurray you out, but just
smiled and followed you around in the greatest love and kindness.
May God bless you at this time, and may the wonderful memories left you up each
day.
Much love to you at this time!
Julie

Julie Buttars - April 25 at 09:46 AM

“

Dear Sister Purser:
Mike and I were so sad to hear about Brother Purser's passing. We have fond
memories of your visits to Cleveland. Lisa and I loved how our dads were both born
in the month of November in 1929 and both were gentle giants, full of wisdom and
compassion. He will be missed. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family.
The Talentino Family, Cleveland, Ohio.

Kimberly Talentino - April 21 at 09:23 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
I loved and looked up to him. He always greeted me with a smile and I thought of him
as a kind of church father growing up, especially since he was the one who held me
and gave me my baby blessing. Love to all of you at this time.

Allison Bellile - April 20 at 12:20 PM

“

Dear Sister Purser,
We were saddened to learn about Brother Pursers passing. He has always been a
good example of a faithful priesthood holder. We appreciate the wonderful service
that you and your husband always gave in behalf of the Providence Stake. You have
blessed many lives. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Robert and Mary Ann Henke
Mexico Ciudad Juarez Mission

Robert Henke - April 19 at 08:12 PM

“

Oh Margaret, we are so sad to hear the passing of Jerry. We already miss him and
the doggies. When I read the obituary I had so many things I could have talked to
him about. My uncle, Roy Short, was at South High the same time He was. We could
have chatted about Washington DC too. And my favorite TV show right now is called
Heartland. Its about rodeo and breaking horses. So many missed opportunities.
We love and pray for you.
Jamie Thoman
Joyce Short

Jamie Thoman - April 19 at 06:22 PM

“

I am so sorry to learn of Jerry's death. May the Lord bless you and your family. My
prayers are with you. MaryAnne Busselberg and family

MaryAnne Busselberg - April 19 at 12:38 PM

“

Just behind my wonderful, faithful parents, Bishop Purser (he will always be Bishop
to me) had a great influence on me during my teenage years. He knew how to reach,
minister and love “the one.” Bishop Purser took time to greet everyone individually
and notice all those who were “sitting on the sidelines or fringes” of the group. Bishop
Purser always remembered to call everyone in the ward on their birthday while he
was Bishop. His caring did not stop after he was released, he would often many
years following his release, in a sideways whisper say: “I heard someone had a
birthday last week! Bishop Purser called me at age 14 to teach the youngest class in
Primary which included his son. When I had completed teaching that year, he gave
me a special thank you gift that I still have today which included a poem which he
had written along with photos he had taken of his son and the other children in the
Primary class. That church calling defined my career path and gave me the

confidence and the passion to pursue a life-time career in education. Bishop Purser
wanted all the youth in the ward to have spiritual and leadership experiences. Under
his leadership, the ward youth planned weekly activities, Firesides, numerous
overnight outings including trips to Nauvoo and we even earned enough money to
travel by bus to Palmyra to visit the church history sites including the Sacred Grove. I
count myself very blessed to have crossed paths in my formative years with such a
good, faithful man and will be forever thankful for Bishop Purser’s great influence and
impact on my life!
Marianne Hummel Nielson - April 18 at 08:11 PM

“

Margaret, Karlyn, Mike, Allison, Danielle, Steven purchased the Peaceful White Lilies
Basket for the family of Gerald L. Purser.

Margaret, Karlyn, Mike, Allison, Danielle, Steven - April 18 at 05:13 PM

“

Memories of him will always be dear to my heart. Full of wisdom, humility and
compassion - like a father to me and I'm sure to many others. I am thankful for his
great example and influence. You will be greatly missed

Leslie Keir - April 18 at 02:49 PM

“

Gerry was our stake’s head basketball referee and taught me how to referee. I’ve
been refereeing for over thirty years, until my knees went bad. My wife and I enjoyed
singing with Margaret’s Festival City Mormon Chorus. Gerry was a great man and my
friend. He will be greatly missed.

Michael McNiel - April 18 at 05:35 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Gerald L. Purser.

April 18 at 01:15 AM

“

Gerald was a gentle giant. We will miss his daily greetings while walking the dogs.
Cobblestone will not be the same without him.

Gordon and Joeen Olson - April 17 at 08:34 PM

“

One of the most influential people of my life, and someone I am eternally grateful to
have known. A truly kind and honest man. After all these years I've kept my promise
and I'll walk with those memories the rest of my days.

Zak Keir - April 17 at 08:31 PM

“

An incredible man that I have missed ever since you left WI. I will continue to miss
and admire him!

Earl Capps - April 17 at 06:40 PM

“

W are saddened at Gerry's passing. We will cherish our memories of our time
together in Wisconsin. Our prayers are with your family at this difficult time. Bryan
and Janice Hough

Bryan and Janice Hough - April 17 at 10:12 AM

