Gerald Rothwell Willbur
March 11, 1935 - August 27, 2017

MENDON, UTAH: Gerald Rothwell Willbur, 82, passed away at his home in Mendon on
Sunday, August 27, 2017.
He was born March 11, 1935 in San Leandro, California a son of Lawrence Rothwell and
Marjorie Bronsted Willbur. He married Sharon Joy Rude. They were later divorced. He
married Rosemary Dee Lawless on February 3, 1977. They enjoyed 40 years together
sailing and traveling the world. He earned his B.S. Degree from San Jose State College
and a Teaching Degree from Weber State University. He was a teacher, restauranteur and
sailing instructor. He loved flying, sailing, writing and doing genealogy. He was a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Gerald is survived by his wife, Rosemary, children, Kevin Rothwell and Vynette Willbur;
Cheryl Ralene and Michael Coombs, Julie Lyn and Curtis Sealy, Laurie Jean and Bill
Simpson, Eric Ray and Emmy Willbur, his brother, Loren Richard Willbur. He was
preceded in death by his sister, Leila Jewel Garber.
Hopes and Dreams: To love and be loved. To help and not hinder. Though I was never
wealthy nor wise, or acquired any fame, I had fun while trying, you should do the same.
Personal Note: To friends and family, farewell for now, I’ll see you when I wake. When
once again in God’s great plan we rise to celebrate.
One should never pass up the chance to have the final word. Have A Happy Day, Jerry
Special thanks to Encompass Hospice for their care to Jerry.
Funeral services will be held on Friday, September 1st at 4:00 pm in the Mendon Stake
Center. There will be a visitation at the church from 3:00 - 4:00 pm. Interment will follow in
the Mendon Cemetery.

Comments

“

Gerry was always willing to help and always happy. More than once he came right to
our house to sit with us at our computer and help solve our genealogy questions. In
fact, the last time we saw him, in bed with cancer, he was still cheerful and still giving
family history tips. Gerry and Rosemary have been a GREAT team. Our love to
Rosemary and the rest of their family.

Roger and Donna McEvoy - September 01, 2017 at 10:30 PM

“

This following note was shared in an email to the two other partners of DHW
Aviation, from one of Gerry's original partners, regarding his first meeting with Gerry
and their partnership:
"The 'W' in DHW Aviation": In case you hadn't seen it - Gerry Wilbur passed away
the other day. I met him shortly after my solo at LGU. When he owned and operated
the Mendon Station Resturant, a pilot completing first solo got a meal - I took Sherry
out and met Gerry. He had his share of flying adventures and liked to share. He did
the pre-purchase inspection on 02M and was a great partner."
Gerry Wilbur was one of the originators of the DHW Aviation Partnership, probably
around 25 years ago. The partnership first owned a Piper Arrow. I needed to go with
one of my colleagues to Fargo, ND on short notice, and we worked out a 'cost
reimbursement' for fuel with Gerry, and he flew us in the Arrow to Fargo, stopping (I
still remember!) in Belle Fourche, SD for fuel on the way out. After that, the
partnership decided to sell the Arrow. Gerry talked me in to throwing in with them to
buy a Cessna 182, and we purchased that, I think, in the Fall of 1999 (N6802M).
Gerry initiated me in 02M on a flight beginning 4 October 1999, and returning on the
final leg 6 Oct 1999. This was a 'for business of Juniper Systems, Inc.' flight to Scotts
Bluff, NE, then to Sidney, MT, then back to Logan, UT. Gerry was a thorough pilot,
always packing good survival gear (which explains his survival when he crash-landed
his "Texas Tail Dragger" on Rabbit Ears Pass in Colorado on the snow, a few years
earlier). He was an ideal partner, and I look forward to the day when I can again fly
with Gerry.
Ron Campbell
Friend and Neighbor, Mendon, UT 1 Sep 2017

Ron Campbell - September 01, 2017 at 08:27 AM

