Helen Hanks Dastrup
November 27, 1928 - May 26, 2022

Helen Hanks Dastrup passed away peacefully at the age of 93 at her Autumn Care
residence in Hyde Park, Utah on May 26th, 2022. Helen was born November 27, 1928, in
Burley, Idaho to Augustin (Gus) and Olive Jane Abrams Hanks.
Gus and Olive were blessed with eight children. Helen was the 6th child with two older
sisters, Barbara and Elizabeth (Beth), three older brothers, Morgan, Howard and Richard,
and a younger sister and brother, Marian and David.
She grew up on the family farm during the great depression. As a child, her life was filled
with love of family, and an abiding love for music, literature, and poetry. Her parents’
teachings and example of hard-work and dedication to church service blessed her life. Her
earliest memory of work was churning the butter until her little arms ached. Everyone
pitched in and there was always something to be done in the garden, the barn, the
kitchen, or the fields. During World War II, at the tender age of twelve, when her three
older brothers were overseas at combat, Helen spent hours with her father in the fields
doing manual labor and keeping the farm running.
As a small child, music was a magnet for Helen. Her mother fostered this love and
encouraged her to sing and to play the violin and piano. The family spent their evenings
singing together and whenever they got together for any family gathering, they could
hardly wait to open the hymns as well as sing from the treasured pieces her father brought
home from his mission in Ireland. They each seemed to have a fun signature solo. Helen’s
was “The Old Arm Chair.”
After Helen graduated from Burley High School, she attended BYU where she met Mark
Butler from Susanville, California. They married September 14, 1949, in the Salt Lake
Temple. They were married seventeen years and had four children, Fredrick, Jennifer,
Robin, and Elizabeth. The marriage later ended in divorce.
On November 19, 1967, Helen was married to Jacob Morris Dastrup. After receiving a

temple cancellation from her first marriage, they were sealed in the Oakland Temple 2
years later. Morris was serving a church building mission in Sacramento, California, when
his wife died leaving him with six young children, Steven, Janice, Connie, Stanley, Kathy,
and Randy. Merging these two families with now ten children was daunting but Helen and
Morris wanted a “Yours, Mine, and Ours” family and added Jason to the crew. This
ensured the family was bursting at the seams in the car, at the kitchen table, and at home.
Helen managed to organize chore charts and keep chaos at bay while teaching her
children to cook and to clean. The family started many new lifelong traditions that still
carry over. The children fondly remember her rhubarb pie and cinnamon rolls.
After two years of marriage, Morris and Helen moved the family from Sacramento to Chula
Vista, California, where they lived for 37 years. This was a busy and beautiful time in their
life.
Helen had a lifelong gift for music and theater. She taught piano and organ as well as
voice to young children. She was continually directing choirs for church (The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints), planning many programs for road shows and Christmas
concerts as well as Sunday worship for Christmas and Easter. She loved to involve the
young children. Beginning as a small child, she enjoyed performing acting out plays with
her siblings and by playing the piano for church and for funerals for her father to sing. At
the age of 36, she was in a large production of the “King and I” where she played the lead
role of Anna which thrilled her. Wherever Helen was, there was music! She had a mighty
influence that is still rippling out through her students that went on to do their own grand
things.
Helen and Morris moved to Logan, Utah, in November, 2007, leaving behind dear lifelong
friends in Chula Vista of which they never forgot.
Helen had a powerful testimony of our Savior Jesus Christ and a deep knowledge of the
scriptures. She loved to learn and teach from them. She lived by faith, and measured her
life and choices with her love for God. She was a devoted wife, beloved
mother/grandmother/ great- grandmother, sister, and friend. Her example and service
were a beacon to others and her time on this earth will continue to bless those who
learned from her. We honor and love her and are grateful to have been influenced by her.
She is survived by 9 of 11 children: Steven (Elizabeth) Dastrup of Las Vegas, Nevada;
Robin Butler Ibarra (Enoch) of Fortuna, California; Janice Dastrup Fry (Cliff) of Scottsdale,
Arizona; Connie Dastrup Kohfeld (Kurt) of St George, Utah; Stanley Dastrup of Benson,
Arizona; Elizabeth Butler Dastrup (Steven) of Las Vegas, Nevada; Kathy Dastrup (Terry)

of San Diego, California; Randy Dastrup (Tracii) of Logan, Utah and Jason Dastrup
(Melissa) of Durango, Colorado. She is also survived by her brother David Hanks
(Carolyn, deceased) of Lehi, Utah as well as 40 grandchildren and 76 great-grandchildren.
Helen was preceded in death by her beloved husband Morris, of 53 years. Parents Gus
and Olive, brothers Morgan (Luanne), Howard (Melba, deceased) and Richard Hanks
(Mavis, deceased) and her sisters Barbara Graham (Ray, deceased), Beth Clark (Alma,
deceased) and Marian Harris (Edwin, deceased). Her son, Fred Butler (Juanita) and her
daughter Jennifer Caprasecca (Al, deceased).
A public viewing will be held on Friday, June 10th from 6 until 8 p.m. at the Allen Funeral
Home, 34 East Center Street, Logan, Utah.
The funeral will be held at 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 11th at the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, 2540 North 400 East, North Logan, Utah. Viewing from 10:00
to 11:30 prior to service. Burial will be in the North Logan Cemetery.
The family wishes to express their gratitude to Hospice and the management and staff at
Autumn Care. Their kindness and wonderful care of our mother these past four months is
truly appreciated.
Funeral Services are under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary and condolences may be
expressed at www.allenmortuaries.com
Funeral Service Live Stream: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89260449649?pwd=MW9rTEp1S
jVEQ3FOVjlQQ3MxT0x1dz09
Password: Dastrup

Cemetery Details
North Logan Cemetery
North Logan, UT

Previous Events
Viewing
JUN 10. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (MT)
Allen-Hall Mortuary
34 East Center Street
Logan, UT

Viewing
JUN 11. 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM (MT)
North Logan Church House
2540 North 400 East
North Logan, UT 84314

Funeral Service
JUN 11. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (MT)
North Logan Church House
2540 North 400 East
North Logan, UT 84314

Tribute Wall
Allen-Hall Mortuary created a Tribute Video in memory of Helen Hanks Dastrup

Allen-Hall Mortuary - June 14 at 10:13 AM

CO

Beautiful
Coralee - June 14 at 06:47 PM

LA

I loved the video. There were some old family photos I have never seen.
Laureen - June 15 at 02:48 PM

SC

1 file added to the tribute wall

Scott - June 13 at 11:28 AM

2 files added to the album Program

Allen-Hall Mortuary - June 11 at 10:33 AM

TF

The Fife family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Helen Hanks Dastrup.

The Fife family - June 10 at 09:44 AM



Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of
Helen Hanks Dastrup.

June 09 at 03:48 PM

CA

This shatters my heart. Helen was a dear friend and one of the most influential
people in my life. She had a huge impact on my children's lives as she gave them
the gift of music. She told me once that her greatest gift was being able to help
others develop their gifts. No one would disagree with that; so many benefited
from her guidance. I empathize with your loss. Someone like Helen leaves a huge
hole when they're gone, but I know she is really happy now. I could write a book
about this exceptional lady and all she taught me, but I'll just end with I loved her.
Coralee Anderson - June 09 at 03:42 PM

SH

Please click on the following songs to listen to Morris and Helen Dastrup share
their musical talent:
A Poor Wayfaring Stranger Track 2.mp3?dl=0
I'll Walk Beside You Track 1.mp3?dl=0
Old Arm Chair Track 4.mp3?dl=0
Scott Haueter - June 09 at 12:55 PM

LV

Aunt Helen was a remarkable woman in many ways. She had a tremendous love
for music, and was not only an excellent performer, but taught MANY adults and
children to love it as well. One December I attended her Christmas program
which was held at the church on a Saturday evening. She had an adult choir of
about 30 people, a children's choir with about 20 kids, an organist, pianist, 2
violinists, and a harpist. There was a large piece of wood covering about 8 rows
of pews providing space for the choirs and accompanists.
After the performance I told her how much I enjoyed it, and that it was VERY
good.
She looked at me with a perplexed look and said, "Well, did you come expecting
it to be otherwise?"
I love Aunt Helen, and her family, and I will miss her.
Laureen Graham Vance
Laureen Graham Vance - June 08 at 06:55 PM

CM

Helen was a pretty amazing person. I was among one of the many she took
under her wing and taught me a great deal about music and working with
children. I enjoyed doing Children's Choirs and working with her in the Stake
Primary and , many other projects in the church. My fondest memory was the
Children's Choir we put together for the Building of the San Diego Temple.
Helen will never be gone because of the many people like me that carry on the
many talents she shared with others.
Charlette Meservy - June 01 at 08:42 AM

EK

Helen was one of the most influencial people in my life, and I'm so grateful to have
been a beneficiary of her wonderful mentoring and of her friendship. She was a great
soul! She taught me to play the organ, and in doing so opened up about three decades
of partnership with her in exciting musical adventures. We always took on music that
was just a little beyond our skills and learned and grew as we came to love great
classics of choral music. Ron loved sitting next to Morris in the tenor section, and we
both cherish the experiences we had in the Chula Vista Stake Choir. I owe a great debt
to Helen for the many spiritual experiences we had as we made beautiful music
together. I am only one of many who will miss her talent, her caring, her great
spirituality and her dedication. I, like many others who knew her, hope to be more like
Helen!
Elizabeth Keeler - June 10 at 06:00 PM

