James Leavitt Duke
September 18, 1970 - March 3, 2018

James Leavitt Duke was born September 18, 1970 to Earl Lawrence and Connie
Leavitt Duke in Tacoma, Washington. Complications at birth led to difficulties
throughout his life.
James was a toe-headed cherub-faced young child. He moved with his family to
Germany in 1973 where he lived and went to school for four years while his father
was stationed with the US Army in Landstuhl and Berlin. In 1977, his family moved
back to the states and settled in North Logan.
As a teenager, James was an aggressive and skilled water-skier and snow skier. He
loved motorcycles and cars and had a soft spot in his heart for animals. He attended
Sky View High School in Smithfield and was an Eagle Scout.
As a result of James' complicated birth and various challenges, his mother became
involved in the National Alliance for the Mentally III (NAMI). She saw a need for
police officers to be trained to interact with those suffering from metal illnesses. She
attended a convention in Washington DC and helped create the Crisis Intervention
Team (CIT) modeled after the Memphis, Tennessee Police Department. This was
implemented as a training model by Chad Vernon and Scott Blinkenstaffin the
Logan City Police. He is survived by his parents, Earl and Connie Duke of North Logan
and five siblings: David (Lori) Duke of Declo, ID; Jennifer (David) Cragun of Springville,
UT; Catherine
(John) Brandley of Logan, UT, Amy (Cory) Smith of Hyde Park, UT; Elizabeth (Doug)
Merrill of West Jordan, UT, his companion of 15 years .Deon Nuffer, as well as 28
nieces and nephews.
Funeral services will be held at 12 noon, Saturday, March 10, 2018 at the North Logan 3rd
Ward Chapel, 1850 North 400 East. There will be a viewing on Friday evening from 6-8
p.m. at the Allen Mortuary of North Logan, 420 East 1800 North and at the Church on
Saturday from 10:30-11:30 a.m. prior to services. Interment will be in the North Logan
Memorial Park and Cemetery. Condolences and memories may be shared with the family
online at www.allenmortuaries.net

Cemetery

Events

North Logan Memorial Park and

MAR Viewing

Cemetery

9

1950 East 2500 North

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Allen Mortuary of North Logan
420 East 1800 North Street, North Logan, UT,

N orth Logan, UT, 84341

US, 84341

MAR Viewing
10

10:30AM - 11:30AM

North Logan 3rd Ward Chapel
1850 North 400 East, North Logan, UT, US,
84341

MAR Funeral Service
10

12:00PM

North Logan 3rd Ward Chapel
1850 North 400 East, North Logan, UT, US,
84341

Comments

“

We remember James as a bright-eyed little boy in Berlin with a smile for everyone
and taking swimming lessons from Wiley. Our love and condolences to the entire
Duke family, especially Earl and Connie.
Carla & Wiley Cragun
San Antonio, TX

Carla Cragun - March 18, 2018 at 01:16 AM

“

Our prayers are with you! purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
James Leavitt Duke.

Our prayers are with you! - March 08, 2018 at 03:48 PM

“

Dear Earl, Connie, and family,
We are saddened to hear of James passing. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
and you family at this challenging time. May the Peace of our Heavenly Father be
with you.
Love, Janice Saunders and Suzanne Saunders McBride

Suzanne McBride - March 07, 2018 at 09:44 PM

“

Connie, Earl and family,
Dave and I were shocked to hear of James passing. I have fond memories of that
little blonde headed boy. We haven't seen him in years. We send our thoughts and
prayers for peace and comfort.
Love Dave and Teresa Stevens

Teresa Stevens - March 07, 2018 at 08:59 PM

“

James was always my friend from the first day he joined us in Mrs. Schaub's 1st
grade class. Watching his struggles and wishing so much better out of life for him
has helped to shape me into the teacher I am today. I am constantly remembering
how I wanted him to be treated as I interact with my students.
My love and prayers go out to Dr. and Mrs. Duke and all other family and loved ones
who are suffering through this untimely loss of James.
James, Thank you for always being my friend!
Julia Sproul Greene

Julia Sproul Greene - March 07, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

With Love, Jon and Earlene Duke Family purchased the Country Basket Blooms for
the family of James Leavitt Duke.

With Love, Jon and Earlene Duke Family - March 07, 2018 at 07:58 PM

“

Dear Duke Family,
I am going to miss my dear cousin James. He always had interested in me and the
happenings of my family. I love how despite his claim of not celebrating birthdays, he
made it a point to wish his family and friends a Happy Birthday. He was always so
kind to explain when he could not attend family events and share his desire to be
there. What a wonderful example of Christ like love for all. I have memories of him
driving the truck up and down the road at the ranch and sweet memories of him
giving the animals lots of love and care. I enjoyed our opportunity to go to Lake
Powell with your family and have distinct memories of James trying to teach me to
water ski. He was extremely patient and kind as he tried to help me enjoy my water
skiing experience.
My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family at this time, I pray the Lord will
comfort and bless you. Unfortunately my husband and I will be out of state this
weekend, I am so sorry to miss the funeral services and celebration of James life. I
will miss seeing the family and relatives and the opportunity to share my love for
James. You are an amazing family, James was very blessed to have you to support
and love him. We love you and love the Duke relatives. I am grateful Grandpa and
Grandma Duke were there to welcome James into their arms. Love Always Leslie
(Johnson) & Matt Jarrett and family

Leslie & Matt Jarrett - March 07, 2018 at 01:01 PM

