James William Lundahl
October 1, 1939 - April 21, 2019

Devoted husband, loving father and grandfather James William Lundahl peacefully
passed away on April 21, 2019 in Logan, Utah surrounded by his family. He loved the
Lord, his family, friends and his country. Jim was generous, optimistic and innovative.
The youngest child of Ezra and Leatha Lundahl, Jim graduated from Logan High School in
1957. He then served a mission in Australia and was one of the “Mormon Yankees” to
open the mission field of Thursday Island. On his mission and throughout his active years,
Jim was an avid tennis and basketball player. He married Karen Rae Ward in the Logan,
Utah Temple and last December they celebrated their 53rd wedding anniversary. After
graduating with a master’s degree from Utah State University, Jim served as 1st
Lieutenant in the United States Army in the Vietnam War where he was awarded the
Bronze Star. He went on to work for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints as a
Seminary teacher and then was self-employed. Jim and Karen Rae served in the
Maryland, Baltimore Mission from 2007-2009.
Among his many qualities and achievements, Jim is especially remembered as a teacher
and entrepreneur. He influenced the lives of many youth in his role as a Seminary teacher.
He also taught business courses at Bridgeland Applied Technology Center. Business was
his hobby and vocation. He loved thinking of entrepreneurial possibilities and he started
many local businesses including Camp Bear Lake at Sweetwater, Fun Valley Games,
Lundahl’s Creamery and Country Village Antique Mall. Jim also volunteered with the
Travel Council and was instrumental in bringing the Top of Utah Marathon to Cache Valley.
In his later years he purchased property in DuBois Wyoming and started a “horse hotel.”
Jim had a deep love for the beauties of nature. He was a skilled horseman and
adventurer. He had a tender heart and cared deeply about the well being of his family and
others.
Jim is survived by his wife, Karen Rae Lundahl, their five children: Bryan (Helen) Lundahl,
Brad (Stacy) Lundahl, Kimberly (Scott) Schettler, Lesa Cook, and Merrilyne Lundahl and

sixteen grandchildren. He is also survived by two elder, adoring sisters, Lauralee (Keith)
Ercanbrack and Palma (Bill) Madsen.
Jim valiantly endured a long struggle with Frontotemporal dementia. The family wishes to
express their gratitude to Dr. Michael Stones and the caretakes at Terrace Grove and
Maple Springs. In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints Humanitarian Aid or Missionary Fund.
A viewing will be held on April 27, 2019 from 10:30am – 11:45am at the River Heights
Stake Center (800 S. 600 East. River Heights, Utah). The funeral, under the direction of
Allen-Hall Mortuary, will follow at Noon on the same day. Interment will be at the
Providence, Utah Cemetery with full military honors. Condolences may be shared online
at www.allenmortuaries.com.
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Comments

“

Karen and family,I wish to offer my condolences at this time of Jim's passing. I am
happy to have known him. He will be missed. Sincerely, Steve Nelson

Steve Nelson - April 26 at 06:26 PM

“

I had Jim for my seminary teacher in Logan High school & he was an incredible
teacher and such a fun person!!
I’m so very sad for your loss but know that there are a lot of people that really loved
him!!
A lot of the kids called him “Swifty”!!!
He made seminary so interesting & always had a joke to tell
This was back in
1969 -1971
May God bless to his family

Cindy Selley - April 26 at 03:43 PM

“

Thomas & Phyllis Oakes and Family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of
James William Lundahl.

Thomas & Phyllis Oakes and Family - April 26 at 02:34 PM

“

Jim was a wonderful man. He was extremely hard working. One night after working
at Fun Valley Games I went to find him to talk about one of the machines. I went to
his home and he was not there. His wife indicated that he was in the field. I found
him moving sprinkler pipe - this was around 10:30 at night. He was a great employer
and a dear friend. - David Bradley

David Bradley - April 26 at 01:41 PM

“

Jim was always had a smile. He always seemed so happy. My dad, Dunford Weston,
really loved Jim. They would talk forever it seemed when I was waiting in the car for
them to finish chatting, at Bear Lake usually. Now they can continue their talks. Jim
was a devoted mission leader in our ward, and such a good example to all of us. I
have missed seeing him around and am so glad he is in a better place for now. My
prayers and thoughts go out to his family. May you have peace.

Bonnie Weston - April 26 at 07:27 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James William Lundahl.

April 25 at 08:06 PM

“

He was my Seminary teacher in high school in the 70’s!!
He was such an amazing teacher & had such a fun personality, that he had us
laughing all the time
He knew every joke in the book & had us in stitches all the time!!
I’m so very sad for your loss & I’m sure that are lots of friends & family are going to
miss him!!
His nickname back then was Swifty & it definitely fit him for sure!!
May he RIP

Cindy Selley - April 25 at 06:00 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of James William Lundahl.

April 25 at 12:28 PM

“

5 files added to the tribute wall

Kim Schettler - April 25 at 10:13 AM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of James William Lundahl.

April 24 at 07:07 PM

“

Jim was always very good to me. As a child that played in his barn with his boys to a
young man that worked with him at Bear Lake, Jim was always fun to be with and
treated me well. I have always felt welcomed and loved in the home he and Karen
made.
Jim was as outgoing of a person as I have ever met. He always wanted the people
around him to be happy. He always smiled. He always laughed and joked with us.
One time of my life I will always treasure was working for and with Jim at Bear Lake.
On our trips back and forth to Logan, Jim would always treat me to chocolate milk
and doughnuts or nachos and soda. On the drive, we would talk about the future and
Jim would always give me encouragement to be better and accomplish big things
with my life. He was particularly encouraging of me serving a mission. He would
share stories of his adventurers in Logan Canyon and of riding horses or camping in
the woods. The rides and the time spent with Jim were a joy.
Jim generously treated my family to some time in the Duboise cabin. The highlight
was the horseback rides he gave my kids. They talked about Jim forever after that.
They were more amused by Jim's kindness and humor than they were the horse
ride.
I will miss Jim.
Dave Hansen

Dave Hansen - April 24 at 11:33 AM

“

From your High School Friends purchased the Beautiful Dreams for the family of
James William Lundahl.

From your High School Friends - April 23 at 08:20 PM

