Janis Merrill Hughes
August 11, 1948 - May 9, 2020

Janis Merrill Hughes passed peacefully from this life at her home surrounded by her family
on May 9, 2020 after a five-year battle with cancer.
Janis was born August 11, 1948 in St Joseph’s Hospital in Albuquerque New Mexico to
Roy Herbert and Floyle Palmer Merrill. She was the 4th of 5 children in her family. She
was blessed (or cursed) with an overabundance of energy and lived life to the fullest. She
filled her life with all the games and activities little girls in grade school do such as tether
ball, jump rope, hopscotch, swings, marbles and with her brothers, kite flying or anything
else they would allow on occasion including baseball and football. She loved those things
but especially loved playing jacks, roller skating and playing paper dolls with her sister
Karen. She rode bicycles, horses and once or twice a ride on a motor cycle. She learned
to sing and play piano. Time flew by and she was soon driving cars dragging that famous
Main Street in Albuquerque with her high school friends. She was in band and choir
throughout most of her primary, secondary and college years.
When she was 15 she met a young man at her sister’s wedding having no idea she would
marry him 4 years later. She graduated high school also receiving her four-year LDS
Seminary certificate and went on to BYU I. That young man also attended BYU I and the
rest is history. She married Rickey D Hughes on June 5, 1968 in the Idaho Falls Temple.
Thinking they would reside in Rexburg indefinitely, Rick and Janis had the opportunity to
move to Logan and Rick began his engineering career at USU. Janis loved being a
homemaker and pretty soon three kids came to their family: Derrick, Rebecca and Carrie
Lee. She loved crochet, cross stitch, painting ceramics, collecting salt and pepper shakers
and Santas. Janis was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and had many church callings and was grateful for them all and loved her Savior
Jesus Christ serving in many leadership callings including twice as Relief Society
President and twice as Primary President. She made lots of friends and loved them all
dearly. She especially loved cheeseburgers, word puzzles, chocolate, Disneyland, Diet
Coke, music, strawberries, Girl Scout cookies, reading, brownies and Halloween but most
of all she loved her family.

She was preceded in death by her parents; Roy Herbert and Floyle Palmer Merrill, an
older brother John Clifford Merrill, a nephew James Clifford Merrill Leseberg, and brotherin-law William Edward Leseberg. She is survived by her eternal companion Rick and
children Derrick, Becky (Newt) Holmquist, Carrie (Burk) Fonnesbeck, grandkids Jordan
(James) Cunningham, Madelyn, Megan, Ethan, Deagon Fonnesbeck, Holly (Kolby) Naef
and Bailey (Lisa) Holmquist, her sisters Jackie Leseberg, and Karen (Gorden) Hughes
brother Markus (Barbara) Merrill, and sister in law Coral Oram.
The family is so grateful for all the love and kindness shown to Janis during her illness by
neighbors, friends and ward members. The family extends thanks to the many caregivers
and medical professionals who gave their support.
To view the Graveside service follow the link provided.
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/5-g2AzB3WROQ4XJ0huCC4AAIrS8X6a82iUb8qILxRxOhMAklyXq4nVjMh-Jv_fe
Password: 1C.HD!74

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Service

Scott - May 18 at 12:06 PM

“

Rick and family,
Please accept my condolences for Janis' death. I know you've had a long road to
travel.
Best wishes,
Laurie Littledike

Laurie Littledike - May 17 at 10:56 PM

“

All of the family were saddened to hear of the passing of Janis, part of the team at
USU in years past. When talking to Rick a couple of weeks ago, he mentioned her
struggle and we learned of her illness. We extend our sympathy to the family who will
assist in filling in the void at the Hughes household. Rick we want you to know of our
appreciation for the presence of you and Janis in our circle of friends, and the great
influence we have felt with that presence.
Your former work associate, and radio amateur cohort, Boyd & Joan Humpherys

Boyd Humpherys - May 15 at 12:55 PM

“

Rick, I was sad to read about the passing of Janis. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you and the family. She was a great lady that enjoyed life. May the comforting hand
of the Lord be with you during these difficult times. Greg & Joan Merrill & Darla Clark

Greg Merrill - May 15 at 11:54 AM

“

We are grateful for the blessing of knowing sweet Janis. She was so welcoming
when we moved into the neighborhood and always so kind to our family. My
daughters loved having her as their Activities Day leader. We love you Janis. Thanks
for the great example you were to us.

Val Damuni - May 14 at 03:51 PM

“

Rick:
We want to express our condolences at this time and we so appreciate all that you
have done and are doing with the Bishop's Storehouse and hope to continue our
work together soon.
Spencer and Beryl Dattage

Spencer Dattage - May 13 at 06:43 PM

“

I was shocked to see the name of Janice here. I wasn’t aware that she has had
health issues. It was always fun to talk to Janice. I am glad that I had the privilege of
knowing her. I am so sorry. Beth Hymas

Beth Hymas - May 12 at 09:31 PM

“

We will greatly miss Janis in our ward and neighborhood! She was my faithful visiting
teacher for a while and I always enjoyed her lightheartedness, and cute dimples. I
also admired her strength of testimony. I have loved associating with Derrick, Becky,
and Carrie and have fond memories of you all. You have a wonderful family. May you
feel comfort and peace at this time.

Karen Campbell - May 12 at 08:52 PM

“

Our loving thoughts and prayers to you Hughes family. Janis was such a sweetheart
and dear friend. My memories of all of you living in the 17th ward are such find ones.
God Bless you in you grief! Craig and Andrea Johnson

Andrea Johnson - May 12 at 12:45 PM

“

Brad and I are thinking of you Ricky and Derrick and the rest of your family. Janis
was the funnest lady and working with her in the primary was a treat! She was the
glue that held everyone together. We will miss her terribly!
Brad and Suzy

Suzy Willie - May 12 at 11:15 AM

“

So sorry to hear about Janis.
She was a special lady and so talented. Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Darla D. Merrill Clark and Dennis Clark

Darla D. Clark - May 11 at 11:14 PM

“

So sorry to hear of her passing. She was a wonderful and elect lady. We send pur
deepest condolences to you Rick and your family. If there's anything at all we can do
for you, don't hesitate to ask. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with
you....Jonathan and Tami

Jonathan and Tami Kadis - May 11 at 10:15 PM

“

Rick, I am so sorry to learn of the passing of your dear sweet wife. I know only too well of
how deep that loss will be for you. If there is anything I can do, please don't hesitate to call.
My prayers and thoughts are with you and your family. Jerry Goodrich
Jerry Goodrich - May 13 at 12:35 AM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Janis Merrill Hughes.

May 11 at 07:02 PM

