Joan Marie Miles
August 10, 1935 - March 14, 2020

Joan Marie Michaelson Miles, beloved mother, wife, grandmother, aunt, and friend passed
away peacefully at her home on the evening of Saturday, March 14, surrounded by love.
She was eighty-four.
Mom was welcomed to the world on August 10, 1935, in Montpelier, ID, by parents William
Vivian Michaelson and Lois Stock Michaelson and an older brother, Larry. He taught her to
ride a bike and later, to drive, and she adored him. Mom’s dear friend Mary Lou lived
across the street. The two were inseparable and people referred to them as the “twins.” As
a young girl, Mom was tall, beautiful, and athletic. It was on a softball field, in fact, where
our Dad, Jerry, first laid eyes on her. At the ripe old age of twelve, Dad ran straight home
to tell his mother that he had met the girl he was going to marry. They became engaged
while both were seniors in high school and were married in her grandparents’ home on
June 30, 1955. The marriage was later solemnized in the Logan Temple. They resided in
Salt Lake City and Montpelier before settling in Logan in 1961.
Blessed with a beautiful singing voice, Mom loved music. In high school, she competed
and performed in a trio with friends Marilyn and Winnie Mae throughout the Bear Lake
Valley. In 2005, the three reunited for a recording session at Joan’s Logan home and
spent a memorable weekend singing and reminiscing.
In 1969 Dad and a partner founded the Logan Jr. Football League and brought little
league football to Cache Valley for the first time. Mom was indispensable to the program:
she distributed uniforms and sold concessions at the field on Saturdays. They tirelessly
served in this endeavor for twenty-one years. As young parents, Mom and Dad took in
and lovingly cared for Grandma Grace (Miles), who had lost her sight. Mom was an expert
gardener and an exceptional homemaker and cook. Holidays and Sunday dinners at
Grandma’s house are legendary.
Mom was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the
Lundstrom Park 1st Ward. She served faithfully in many callings, including Jr. Sunday
School Coordinator, Relief Society Secretary, YWMIA Secretary, Primary President, and
Visiting Teaching Coordinator, a position she continued to fill even after she became
bedridden. Her beautiful handwriting skill was displayed in the volumes of Relief Society
and MIA histories she kept.

Once her children were grown, Mom went to work for Dr. Joseph Nelson as a receptionist,
assistant, and insurance claims processor. She loved her time there and formed life-long
friendships with the Nelsons, and Debbie, Becky, and Margaret. After her retirement, she,
Kim, and dear friends Carrie and her mother, Winona, traveled the world. With stops in
Germany, Ireland, England, and the Soviet Union, they saw extraordinary sights and
shared many wonderful experiences. Mom’s children and grandchildren were the
recipients of priceless souvenirs and keepsakes, the spoils of her travels.
Family was paramount to Mom. It is evident by treasured family photographs lovingly
displayed on walls and shelves in her home and simply by the way she lived. Until recent
years, when her back pain became excruciating and her sight and hearing failed, she
never missed a dance review, band, orchestra, or choir concert, wedding reception,
graduation, birthday party, or sporting event of a child or grandchild. “You can be there
again, Mom.” She epitomized elegance and class, yet she was humble, warm, and
accepting. She is a noble spirit.
Joan leaves behind her loving husband, Jerry K. Miles, daughters Kristy Peterson (Jeff),
Kimberly Miles, and Tiffani Corda (Tim), all of Logan, and son, Jerry K. Miles, Jr. (Jennifer)
of Auburn, Washington, and Houston, Texas. She is survived by her sister-in-law, Rosalie
Michaelson, aunt, Audrey Michaelson, and beloved nieces and nephews. She has ten
grandchildren and nine great grandchildren, with another on the way, all of whom she
loved dearly. She was preceded in death by her parents, Viv and Lois, stepfather, Ed
Closner, stepmother, Leda Michaelson, brother, Larry Michaelson, and sister-in-law, Joy
Nieman.
We wish to thank the many individuals who compassionately cared for Mom in her final
years, months, and days: wonderful Intermountain Homecare and Hospice nurses and
aides; Dr. Michael Stones; Marinda Paskett of Skyline Pain Clinic; special friends and
neighbors; our Dad, Jerry; and Kim, who selflessly and lovingly dedicated the past several
years of her life solely to Mom’s care, comfort, and happiness.
Funeral services are under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary and are scheduled for
Saturday, March 21, at noon, at the Lundstrom Park 1st Ward church, 1260 N 1600 E, in
Logan, with a family viewing from 11 to 11:45. Due to the virus precautions, services will
be limited to family. We wish to thank our many friends and neighbors who have
expressed love and concern, and we wish circumstances allowed all to attend. Joan's
funeral will be broadcast live on the Internet. You may view by clicking the following link:
https://youtu.be/NJBG_SnNM0Y
Following the funeral, at approximately 1:15 PM, Joan’s hearse will carry her through the
neighborhood she loved on its way to the cemetery.
Route:From the Lundstrom Park church building, the hearse will travel north on 1600 East,
turning right on 1400 North. It will proceed east to 1800 East, winding past the Shelton
home, and turning left at 1500 North. After an immediate left onto 1750 East, it will wind

right, past the Miles home, and down to 1640 East. It will make a right at 1400 North and
return to 1600 East. Interment will be in the Logan City Cemetery.
Helen Keller wrote, “Death is no more than passing from one room into another, but . . . in
that other room, I shall see.” We take great comfort in knowing that Mom can once again
hear and see and walk.

Comments

“

I was so sorry to hear about the passing of Joan. My thoughts are with the family. I
loved Joan so much and I'm so thankful for all the memories I have of her. I wish I
could have been there for the funeral but was thankful I could watch it. It was a
beautiful service for a beautiful lady. You don't have to look far to see what a
wonderful person she was. You can see it in her children and grandchildren. I love
you all so much.
Love, Suzanne Pack

Suzanne Pack - March 21 at 03:45 PM

“

The Rex Williamson family are sad to hear that our cousin and our Bear Lake to the North
neighbor has passed away. We send our love and prayers to you Jerry and your family
Lyn Ann Arnell (Williamson) - March 21 at 09:58 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Tiffani Miles - March 21 at 01:18 AM

“

I was so sorry to hear of the passing of this wonderful lady! Joan was my second
mom and I loved her dearly. It was so fun to be asked to accompany Joan and her
friends for their recording session in 2005. She really did have a beautiful voice! She
wanted to pay me but I wouldn't take the money, so she bought me a beautiful
Christmas village that I still display on my piano every year! I have so many
memories of spending time with your family. One of my favorites is when I was able
to go to Hawaii with you. I came across this photo today that I took on that trip.
Please know that I love you all and pray that you will find comfort and peace knowing
that she is still watching over you.
Love, Annette and Brent Colledge

Annette Colledge - March 20 at 11:47 PM

“

“

I love this picture. Thank you, Annette! - Tiffani
Tiffani - March 21 at 12:24 AM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Joan Marie Miles.

March 20 at 06:45 PM

“

We send our love and sympathy for you Jerry and your family. Our prayers are with
you.
Dave & Trish Andersen

Tricia J Andersen - March 20 at 06:11 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Allen Hall - March 20 at 04:47 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Joan's passing. Oh, how I love her! She meant so much
to me and my family. She was always so kind and generous and would give you the
shirt off her back! Please know you are all in my thoughts and prayers at this time. I
love you all.
Love, Debbie Woytko & Family

Debbie Woytko - March 20 at 03:45 PM

“

Dear Jerry and family,
We remember Joan as a patient, sincere and loving wife, mother and friend to
others. May you be comforted in the knowledge of the Lord's Plan of Salvation and
that you will be with her again eternally.
Love, Gary and Fran Richardson

Gary Richardson - March 20 at 11:57 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Joan Marie Miles.

March 20 at 10:13 AM

“

My deepest sympathy and love goes to the family of Joan. she indeed was a
beautiful and elegant lady who was at every event her grandkids were involved in.
this is where I always saw her, smiling and supportive. May God bless you Kristy,
Kim, Brittany, Lindsay and all other family members with the peace of a life well lived
and a future by God's side. She graduated from this life and onto the next with flying
colors.
With much love,
Cathy Elliott and family

Cathy Elliott - March 18 at 11:51 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Allen-Hall Mortuary - March 18 at 05:49 PM

