JoAnn Marie Otte
March 4, 1938 - April 27, 2020

JoAnn Marie Otte loving daughter, sister, friend, and aunt passed away due to medical
complications on April 27, 2020 in McKay Dee Hospital Ogden, Utah. JoAnn was born to
Alfred Hans and Christina Mitton Otte on March 4, 1938 in Logan, Utah.
She attended school in the local area and graduated from Utah State University in 1960,
majoring in Physical Education. JoAnn started her teaching career in Anaheim California
and after one year returned to Utah to begin teaching at Ogden High School. In 1966,
JoAnn went collegiate and took her teaching career to Weber State University. Starting as
an assistant professor and ending her astounding 38-year career as professor emeritus.
During her tenure, JoAnn was recognized with multiple awards to include Utah
Association of Teacher Educator’s Distinguished Teacher Educator, Hall of Fame Award
from Utah Network of Girls and Women’s Sports and the Weber State Merit Award.
JoAnn had a huge positive impact on so many people. From teaching all of her nieces and
nephews to not only play, but appreciate athletics and sports. To her beloved students,
who many times over the years would greet her in a random store by saying “I bet you
don’t remember me, but you were my favorite teacher”. To which she would respond “yes I
do”, and call them by their name. Her love of athletics wasn’t just academic, she
thoroughly enjoyed teaching and playing tennis, badminton, and skiing.
JoAnn enjoyed the outdoors and loved her daily 2 mile walks on Old Post Road. She
adored animals and would pet the dogs as she passed them along the trail. JoAnn also
loved spending time at Bear Lake with family and friends and making the annual trip to
Yellowstone with her mother and sisters. She had a passion for traveling, and visited
Boston, Hawaii, San Diego and many countries such as England, France, Austria,
Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Denmark, and Sweden to name just a few. Always embracing
the beauty of the landscape, the history of the countries, and the company she was with.
She was “Dr Otte” to her family and friends. Whenever anyone had a pain, or an ache that
they needed some advice about, she was always there to listen and provide a novice
diagnosis. It was almost a joke at times, with her saying “take two aspirin and call me in
the morning”. She was also “Our Professor” a mentor for people to emulate and there to
provide guidance, in all aspects of life. JoAnn always took the time to be there for
everyone. She loved her brother, sisters, nieces, nephews and friends and would do

anything for them.
JoAnn is survived by her brother and his wife Ray and Sonya Otte, sisters Cloteel
Guymon, and Christena “Teena” Riggs, lifelong friend Carole Kimball, and her many
nephews, nieces, great nephews and great nieces. Her passing has left a great void in our
family. She will always be loved. She will never be forgotten. She will forever be missed.
Due to the ongoing pandemic control measures, a graveside service will be held for family
and close friends on 5 May, 2020 at 2:00 pm at the Logan City Cemetery, 1000 N. 1200 E.
Logan, Utah. Masks are required during the graveside service. Arrangements are with the
Allen-Hall Mortuary.
In lieu of flowers, donations in JoAnn’s name may be made to Best Friends in Utah at
bestfriends.org/donate.

Comments

“

Miss Otte and Weber State are synonymous for "Great, Great, Great". Reflecting on
my time spent at Weber State in the P.E. building brings wonderful memories of
learning, activities, and sports with Miss Otte in the center of it all! She was a caring,
extremely knowledgable, and tough teacher; she expected excellence from her
students and we each worked really hard to live up to those expectations. Thank you
for your influence and guidance; I have always admired you. May your family and
friends find peace and comfort.
Ann Avondet Gilbert
1979 WSC grad

Ann Gilbert - May 06, 2020 at 05:50 PM

“

A dear friend of more than 40 years passed away early Tuesday morning. Because
of Covid-19, Carole, her life-long companion wasn’t allowed to stay, so JoAnn had to
be left alone. She was admitted, and a few hours later, the call came that she had
passed. She died alone. Carole, of course, was devastated. We, her friends and
family are devastated.
Luckily, we had spoken with both of them just the day before, since we talked almost
every evening; friends we weekly played cards with when we still lived in Utah. The
photos we're sharing are of a banner the five of us had made together one year at
the Utah State Fair that hangs proudly in our front library. JoAnn is the one in the
middle. The other was taken in Old Town Scottsdale two years ago during a
breakfast together in a torrential rainstorm. I’m leaning back on JoAnn, Carole is
sitting next to Joe.
We are, of necessity, reflective tonight, as we all become when faced with the death
of a loved one. We are reminded of all the good times we spent together. Of trips to
San Diego and San Antonio. Of weekends at the cabin at Bear Lake. Of building
their house in Shadow Valley, and helping each other move more than once. Of
retirement parties, and dinners, and carving pumpkins and eating unending shrimp at
Halloween. Of lying on our blankets waiting for the fireworks at Sugarhouse Park. Of
picnic lunches at Willard Bay and Antelope Island. Of being friends.
The saving grace of death is its universality. All of us have been touched by it. None
of us will escape it. It is as much a part of life as life itself. I have often wondered why
loved ones never come back to visit us after passing. I have often wished they could.
They could tell us so much we don’t know.
I write this to connect in some magical way to others on this journey with us. Yes, we
argue. Yes, we disagree. Yes, we see the world from different perspectives and
personal bias. But, in the end, we are one. We are each born. We grow. We learn.
We love. We try. We age. We die. Much of it we control. Some of it we can’t.
However, this much I know, today, as I ponder life and death and what’s in between.
We all want to belong. We crave understanding. We need acceptance. We all long to
love and to be loved. We all mourn the loss of those we love. Whatever our
differences, there is much that unites us. There is much about each of us to admire,
to respect and to love. And there is an undying human quality that keeps us all
reaching out for connection to the lives our lives have touched along the way. This is
the miracle of life. The interconnectedness of our humanity. The essence of life itself.
A handshake. A hug. A kiss. The ebb and flow of friendship. The touch of human
kindness.
When this pandemic is over and we return to some semblance of the lives we once
knew, I hope we can each learn lessons from this difficult epoch and from the life of
this wonderful friend. I hope we can see more clearly, love more deeply and care
more freely. I hope we can treasure what we have and value what we’ve lost. I hope
we can make time together more precious. I hope we can have fewer regrets. I hope
we can store up good memories that will always sustain us when we lose those we
love. I hope......

Thank you, JoAnn, for what you added to our lives. Bless you, Carole for the
memories that sustain in this time of loss. We love you both.
Joe Wixom - Ellen Wixom - Gary French
Gary French - May 05, 2020 at 12:46 PM

“

2 files added to the album LifeTributes

Gary French - May 05, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

118 files added to the album LifeTributes

Allen-Hall Mortuary - May 04, 2020 at 12:24 PM

“

I had several classes from Miss Otte while at Weber State. She was one of my most
memorable professors. I’ve taught school for 24 years and I still quote many of the
things she taught me to my students. She was passionate about physical education
and I admired and loved her for being such a great example. Wade Lindley. ‘95 grad

Wade Lindley - May 03, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

My time at Weber State was the highlight of my entire education. I made wonderful
friends. I owe so much to Westmoreland and Otte for shaping my career in teaching
physical education. Miss Otte supported us 100% in our goals and dreams. She had
a listening ear and kept her promises. Because of one promise she made, she
dropped her personal plans and took four anxious students to Cedar City for a track
meet. Our relay team will always remember this. Miss Otte was fun! In the big white
station wagons she’d sing along with us on long road trips. I believed in her. Her
word was her deed. Her heart was kind and true. What a hallmark of a woman. Belva
Rhoades Wood

Belva Rhoades Wood - May 03, 2020 at 02:52 PM

“

I will always be grateful for the influence of Miss Otte. She believed in me and gave
me the opportunity to run track at Weber State. She cheered me along during a swim
meet also making me feel as if I was capable of anything.
She was that way for all of her students and I will always remember that lovely
quality in her.

Cathy Toponce Cook - May 03, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

I taught Physical Education at Ogden High with JoAnn way back in 1962-63. We also
lived together in an apartment there in Ogden. She was such a sweet spirit and a
great teacher. I regret having visited with her only a couple of brief times since that
year as I have lived out of the state of Utah for many years. We shared an interest in
ice skating and skiing and often went to the ice rink and ski hill together. I know she
will be missed greatly by her family and current friends. I am sorry that as I am
getting ready to move back to Logan I will not be able to see and meet with her once
again.
Gayla Hansen Hill. Orting, Washington

Gayla Hansen Hill - May 03, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

I was one of JO's secretaries at Weber State. She was such a wonderful person to
work with and always so full of life. She went fishing with my husband and I one
summer day even though she was "afraid of water". Unfortunately we had a terrible
storm that day but she handled the rough waters really well; could hardly wait to get
back to shore. What a trooper she was. Nothing like a "little adventure". She was
such a joy to work with and I could hardly wait till she got to the office as she always
had a smile on her face and made my day. I always enjoyed hearing stories about
her family. My husband and I really loved knowing JO. God Bless.
Sincerely,
Sharon and Wayne Leslie

Sharon Leslie - May 03, 2020 at 09:54 AM

“

Well Myron, hopefully you will see this (he was our department chair for years).
JoAnn and I served on our department executive committee, and we spent many
hours together doing strategic planning with Myron. JoAnn was a friend from the
moment I met her. We both grew up in Utah, and had similar experiences in the
dominant culture (which we both questioned). She had taught in Anaheim, CA and I
had gone to school, so we often talked about that. We went to many national
convention's together, sharing many meals and having drinks, always philosophizing
about life. Her brother was a USAF bird colonel, so we would do occasional talk
about that. Most of all, he was just a professional, genuine person, gregarious and
friendly, a great athlete, and had a very positive attitude about life. She was a joy to
be around. God bless you JoAnn in your journey to wherever we go, you gave so
much to the world, and most of all, to your students at Weber State University.
Professor Emeritus Gordon B. James, Weber State University

Gordon James - May 02, 2020 at 02:01 PM

“

I will forever be thankful for Dr. Otte. As a Physical Education Major at WSU I was
extremely blessed to have Dr. Otte numerous times as a teacher. She inspired me to
pursue my goal of becoming a teacher/coach. She instilled a desire in me to always
do my best.
I tried so hard to win in Badminton, but she would ALWAYS win ! I will forever be
thankful for her kindness shown to me and my wife. She ALWAYS made us feel
important. She had a very special ability to make others feel worthwhile. I will
ALWAYS be thankful for her influence for good in my life.
Our thoughts and prayers and love go out to her dear family and friends.
Sincerely,
Vance and Louenda and Golda Downs

Vance and Louenda Downs - May 02, 2020 at 12:59 PM

“

We were saddened to hear the very sad news of JoAnn’s passing. She will be
remembered by her many friends for her kindness, generosity, and love of sports and
athletics. She was a life-long supporter of health and physical education at local,
state, district, and national levels. Our thoughts and prayers are with her family and
friends as they celebrate a life well lived. We pray that their hearts will soon be filled
with wonderful memories of joyful times together.
Jerry & Marie Landwer
Henderson, NV 89014

Jerry & Marie Landwer - May 02, 2020 at 12:03 PM

“

Otte was a favorite of mine. Her influence began at Ogden High where she was my
PE teacher and pep club advisor. I feel like I followed her to Weber where she
continued to be an influence on life, even up to my career choice as a physical
education teacher. Otte taught real life skills by example. She was a great mentor
and friend, always so good to all of my family. Our world has lost an awesome
human being, however, her influence will go on for generations. Thanks, Ott!!
Sincerely, with great love and admiration, Jan and Ken Tueller

Janet Tueller - May 02, 2020 at 11:04 AM

“

Miss Otte, I remember the fun and great times we had at Weber State with the
sports. The bus, car, train trips with you and Mrs. Westmoreland. So much fun. I will
miss you and God be with you. Jen Haun

Jennifer Haun - May 02, 2020 at 10:08 AM

“

JO was a true professional loved by both her students and colleagues. Beyond that
though, she was fun! She had a quick wit that always brought a smile, and I always
looked forward to spending time with her.

June Decker - May 01, 2020 at 11:52 PM

“

A beautiful woman who lived life with zest and vitality . She lived her life with integrity
and honesty. JO was blessed with an honorable ans selfless spirit.

cherrie brinlee - May 01, 2020 at 06:53 PM

“

JO was my best friend for 26 years. My life was certainly better because she was a
part of it. She loved life, family, friends and animals. I loved her and will miss her
daily. Monica

Monica Mize - May 01, 2020 at 06:12 PM

“

Monica - The instant I read her obituary, I thought of you. So sorry to hear of JO's passing.
Your friendship with her was one of a kind. I can still hear you two laughing at each other. Chersti Crawford
Chersti Crawford - May 03, 2020 at 10:38 AM

“

Heartfelt sympathies go to the family and friends of "JO", my Weber State University
colleague. She was one of a kind, a friend to many, and is greatly missed.

Kathleen Lukken - May 01, 2020 at 04:55 PM

