John Roe
August 7, 1973 - October 19, 2018

Our beloved, kind and faithful father, son, brother and friend returned to his heavenly
home on October 19, 2018 due to medical complications. He was born on August 7, 1973,
to Judi and Ken Roe, the 6th of 10 children. He was raised in Smithfield, Utah and lived in
Layton, Utah for most of his adult life.
John attended Sky View High School where he played football, basketball and baseball.
John served a faithful mission for his church in Manaus, Brazil. He loved Utah State
University where he earned his B.A. in History and his Ph.D. in Instructional Technology.
John spent years working with Especially For Youth as both a counselor and director
where he gave numerous presentations and firesides. He taught seminary to hundreds of
high school students at Preston, Bear Lake, Layton and Viewmont high schools. He most
recently worked for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as a Principal
Research Advisor where he traveled the world doing research and presented his findings
to church leadership.
John will be remembered for his selflessness and enduring love for others. He was an
example of the believers in thought, word and deed. He loved his Savior, Jesus Christ,
and spent his life testifying of Him who is mighty to save. He loved watching Matthew,
Hannah, and Tyler play sports. He lived for his kids and loves them with all his heart.
John is survived by his three loving children Matthew (20), Hannah (14) and Tyler (11) and
was preceded in death by his dear son McKay. He is survived by his mom and dad, Judi
and Ken Roe, his grandmother, Wenda Mae Tebbs, his brothers and sisters Dusty (Amee),
Sandee Everett (Craig), Rob, Robin Marshall (Jake), Nanette Stucki (Eric), Jim (Kara),
Mike (Michelle) and Ryan (Megan). John has 28 adoring nieces and nephews. He was
also preceded in death by brother, Tommy and grandparents John Wilford and Ruby
Montague Roe and Arthur Tebbs.
You were too young and we will miss your joy, smile, larger-than-life spirit, warm embrace,
laughter, testimony of our Savior, your child-like demeanor and everything about you. You
lived your life valiantly with kindness and courage every day. We love you.
Funeral services will be at 11:00 A.M. on Tuesday, October 23 at the LDS Chapel, 60
West Gordon Ave, Layton, Utah. A viewing will be on Monday, October 22 from 6:00-8:00
P.M. and Tuesday, October 23 from 9:30-10:30 A.M. at the church prior to the funeral.

Condolences and thoughts may be expressed to the family online at
www.allenmortuaries.net.
Burial services will be held at Smithfield Cemetery at 2:00 P.M.
In lieu of flowers please donate to Primary Children’s Hospital.
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Comments

“

Dear Ken and Judi, We are so sad about your news. We wish we could put our arms
around you. This is a difficult and tender time, and we will remember you and your
family in our prayers.
Love, Jean and Don

Jean Marshall - October 25, 2018 at 12:38 PM

“

Another memory I have of John shows the great love he had for the Book of Mormon
and for sharing the gospel. He told me that he made it a point to visit each of his
neighbors that was not a member of the Church and give them a copy of the Book of
Mormon as a gift. He said he believed it was his something he owed to everyone
who lived anywhere close to him.
When people would ask John if he was a member of the Church, I remember him
sharing the wonderful way he would respond. When they would ask "Are you
Mormon?" he would respond "No, I'm John. Mormon was an ancient prophet in the
Americas who wrote and compiled a sacred book of scripture..." John would then use
the opportunity to offer them a copy of the Book of Mormon as a gift.
John does not know how indelible an impact he left on my life and career, and I
regret not taking the opportunity to express my gratitude to him when I had the
chance. I treasure these memories of him and miss him dearly.

Drew Griffin - October 25, 2018 at 09:22 AM

“

I had the great privilege of teaching with John my very first year teaching seminary
(2005-06). He taught two classrooms down from me. As I got to know him and the
passionate and innovative way he approached teaching I sought to learn everything I
could from him. I would often wander into his classroom seeking to glean what I
could. Here are a couple of the experiences I had learning from my brother.
John was very devoted to using the words of the prophets in his class. He would
pour over his copy of the conference ensign when it arrived. He told me at one point
that he would read through that entire ensign every week. Just the appearance of
John's well worn copy was an inspiration to his students. In order to empower their
use of agency, he encouraged his students to purchase their own copy of the May
and November Ensigns to use and mark along with their scripture study. At the
bottom corner of one of his white boards he had a box that simply contained the price
of such an Ensign at the distribution center.
I remember John was very interested in assessment in those days too. He wanted to
know if He was making a difference for the students he taught. He did a number of
things to measure classroom outcomes. One tool he created, was a student opinions
assessment based directly on the Teaching Emphasis document that was to direct
our focus as teachers. He simply turned the desired outcomes in the document into
questions for his students to answer and rate their class experience by. This was one

way John showed that he really wanted to know, and wanted to make a difference for
his students more than protecting his own ego.
Another thing John did to assess his student's learning experience was he set up a
video camera on a tripod on top of a desk or table in the front of his classroom. He
left it there for months on end to help students become comfortable with it. He told
me, "they never know if its filming or not." I remember wandering into his classroom
at lunch or after school and being greeted with the question, "Do you know what our
students do during the prayers?" John explained that he had filmed the class during
the prayer and was surprised as he had watched it. In my memory, I believe he had
played that tape for his class to see and led a discussion on prayer in the next day or
two. He cared enough about them to bring it straight to them.
John was fearless in many ways. I remember hearing him say in those days that he
had joined himself to one or more christian bible study groups close to where he
lived. He laughed as he reported that they had told him that he had a lot to read as
he set his scriptures and ensigns on the table when he arrived. He built good and
open friendships with the clergy of these churches and even invited them to come
visit his seminary class. When they did, they were impressed with two things: 1) how
student centered his class was, and 2) that at no time was any other religion
disparaged or even mentioned. They hadn't expected that that would be the case.
John was a big proponent of a student centered classroom experience. He tried
many different approaches to facilitate their involvement in and ownership of their
classroom experience. At one point in the year, he decided to move his piano to the
side wall in the middle of the classroom among the desks - I believe to increase
student participation in the singing of the hymn. In front of his classroom he had one
student desk turned around to face the class. as students would file in, he would
invite one of them to take the front desk and lead the discussion of the block. John
would take his seat among the students and they would begin right at the moment
class was supposed to start with this student directing a reading and discussion of
the assigned block for the day. They would pause for comments and related insights
from conference that he or students would add and take a short break to sing and
pray somewhere along the way.
Drew Griffin - October 25, 2018 at 09:04 AM

“

I was blessed to teach with John at Viewmont Seminary for several years. I loved
sitting in on John's classes, learning from him, seeing his great love for his students,
and feeling his tremendous love for his family and for the Lord. He had a passion for
teaching and for inviting others to join him on the pathway of eternal development as
a disciple of the Savior. John's example of tender care for his son McKay inspired
and helped me as I learned to care for my daughter with special needs. All who
worked with John in Seminaries and Institutes and in the Correlation department will
miss him dearly.

Casey Olson - October 22, 2018 at 08:21 PM

“

Way to young my dear dear friend! It's hard to believe I won't feel your strong
embrace again for some time. You were and are such a great example to me of
passion, love, and grit. There was a John Wayne - gospel style - in the way you
loved and taught. You are my brother. You made such a difference in my life and
many others. I'm so grateful for your valiant testimony. May God bless your children
and feel of your presence often! Enjoy serving the Lord with your son McKay on the
other side. You two will rock it! Love you forever!!! Your Montpelier Brother - Michael
Jacobs :)

Michael Jacobs - October 22, 2018 at 08:18 PM

“

Our family loves the ROE family!!! I taught seminary with John and loved learning
from him. He had a contagious personality that drew people to love him. When their
little family moved into our ward several years ago we fell in love with each member
of the family. Such good people! Such good friends! Such a light that blessed
everyone around them.
We are sad to have lost touch since we moved years ago, but our love and prayers
go out to Tauna and their children. God bless you...you are all in our prayers.
Love - The Simmons (Robert, Laurae, and kids)

robert simmons - October 22, 2018 at 05:04 PM

“

John and his family lived in our ward when he was teaching Seminary in Montpelier.
We all loved John so much. I was teaching Gospel Doctrine and was so nervous
about having him in my class. However he was so supportive to me and always was
so supportive. He is a great example!

JoAnn Taylor - October 22, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Derek Westra - October 22, 2018 at 03:23 PM

“

Love Grandma and Grandpa Tebbs purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the
family of John Roe.

Love Grandma and Grandpa Tebbs - October 22, 2018 at 12:12 PM

“

Uncle Russell and the Bulkley Girls purchased the Treasured Lilies Spray for the
family of John Roe.

Uncle Russell and the Bulkley Girls - October 22, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

Very happy and enthusiastic person. Just worked with him on his last international
trip for the Church. We did not have enough time to put the trip together, but he and
his team were fully confident that if it was the Lord's will it will eventually work out,
and it did. I learned to trust no matter what. He never stop smiling.

EzraYcarol Ramos Pichardo - October 22, 2018 at 12:02 PM

“

I met John at the Church Office Building in his job as Principal Research Advisor. I
remember a group conversation we had in the lobby where he talked about his kids
and how much he loved them. I was excited to learn more from him and his
international research learnings. John will be greatly missed! Go Aggies!!

Ashley Schwab - October 22, 2018 at 11:30 AM

“

John has been a great friend and mentor. He will surely be missed by many.

Ashton Smith - October 22, 2018 at 11:26 AM

“

I consider it an honor and privilege to have known John Roe. I hope his children
know how loved and respected he is by his friends and colleagues. My deepest
sympathies go out to you as you mourn the loss of your Dad. So many are mourning
with you.

Eric Rogers - October 22, 2018 at 10:44 AM

“

Bro Roe was first my EFY camp director and later my seminary teacher at Viewmont.
He loved each person he met and made them feel special and important. He was
such an amazing man!! You touched so many lives and truly lived like our Savior.
You'll be so missed!

Rachel Peery - October 22, 2018 at 10:36 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of John Roe.

October 22, 2018 at 02:33 AM

“

About 6-7 years ago, when we moved into John’s Layton neighborhood, he selflessly
helped us unpack our Uhaul truck and welcomed us into the neighborhood. His son,
Matt mowed our lawn, and often times I’d peek out the window on a snow-filled day
to see both John and Matt shoveling our driveway before school, just because that is
the type of young man his father was mentoring him to be. John walked the
walk...and did it kindly and generously. He was a GOOD man. My heart is broken
that he’s no longer on this planet, our world could use more John Roes in it.
We are so sorry for his children’s loss of such a great example of being a true man,
caring neighbor, good person, and loving father.
May he finally Rest In Peace, alongside his son McKay. He will truly be missed.

Kassie Cerami - October 22, 2018 at 01:17 AM

“

My name is Jennifer Hendricks from the Montpelier 2nd Ward. John and his family
were in our ward. When my oldest daughter Cordie got married in July of 2002, John
volunteered to video the occasion at the Salt Lake Temple and then he put a
beautiful video together with music. It turned out so great. He was so kind and
thoughtful. He was energetic and so fun. He brought so much joy to people. We are
so deeply saddened to learn of his passing. We will pray for comfort to his precious
family.

Jennifer - October 22, 2018 at 12:35 AM

“

I met John at a Layton, UT stake activity for young men many years ago. We
became good friends quickly. I was always impressed by his knowledge of the gospel
and the scriptures. He also shared with me some of the challenges he had to face in
his life. I admired his courage and his faith. He truly loved his family and the Lord. I’m
really going to miss him. This is really sad! I wish his family peace and comfort during
this extremely difficult time. May God’s blessings be upon you.

Marcos Uboldi - October 22, 2018 at 12:27 AM

“

Tyler - I am so grateful I had you as my student last year. Your dad was such a
wonderful man, and I could tell what a great influence he was on you. I am so sorry
for your loss. I’m saying lots of prayers for you, kiddo! Love, Mrs. Reyes

Emily Reyes - October 21, 2018 at 11:21 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Roe.

October 21, 2018 at 11:12 PM

“

Bro. Roe was my seminary teacher in Bear Lake and I also spent a lot of time at his
house with his family. Bro. Roe supported me at my athletic competitions and took a
genuine interest in my well-being. He was a great teacher and an even better person
who was always looking out for others. He counseled me during several tough spots
in my teenage years and I remember those conversations to this day. I hope to have
the same lasting impact on the students I serve as Bro. Roe had on so many. Bro.
Roe you will be greatly missed, but never forgotten. You live on in all of us who had
the pleasure of rubbing shoulders with you. God bless your family. ‘Till we meet
again.

Chynna Hirasaki - October 21, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

He was my Institute teacher for a couple of years, and he was awesome. What I
remember best is his catchphrase, "Can I get an amen? AMEN!" I can't believe he's
really gone; that's the second teacher I've lost this month. My Creative Writing
teacher from high school died on October 6 (pancreatic cancer) and she was
wonderful, too. Thank the Lord that death is not the end...but the good really do die
young.

Melanie Mather - October 21, 2018 at 08:33 PM

“

“

He Was me Institute teacher
pablobalboa - October 21, 2018 at 08:23 PM

I will forever remember your laugh, your great spirit and amazing love for life. You will
be missed!
Love, Rachele

Rachele - October 21, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

John, this world has been greatly blessed and so many have been touched by your
kindness, loving ways and testimony of our Savior. You have left some big foot prints
to be filled, but I know none can fill them in the capacity that you have left. Your smile
and the gleam in your eyes are the most precious things that I will always hold dear.
Will miss you cousin John. See you one day. Love you, Jolene.

jolene costigan - October 21, 2018 at 12:00 PM

“

John dear,

......... We loved our friendship with you. You displayed great love to our

family, it was greatly appreciated. Thanks for the memories ‘Big John’. We are so very sorry
for all of your families loss. May we all feel that “peace which passeth all understanding”.
Mike and Margaret Tebbs family.
m tebbs - October 22, 2018 at 09:35 AM

“

I am Max Molgard, the managing director of the Correlation Department. I just want all of
John's family to know how much he will be missed in the Correlation Department. Not just
because of his incredible talent, but because of the great friend and disciple he was to all of
us. Just know we love him!!! Thank you for sharing him with us. We only wish it could have
been longer.
Max - October 22, 2018 at 04:14 PM

“

I got to know John when we were in the Summerfield ward. Wow, what a great example he
was/is of our Savior. Our Saviors love radiated from him! I will never forget how he would
take the General Conference Ensign issues and put them in a binder so he could study and
teach from them. This helped strengthen my testimony of our Prophets. Then later our
stake made boundary changes and we were blessed to be in the same ward with the Roe
Family again. John was the young men's leader at that time. He had an everlasting impact
on my two sons! I can't thank him enough. I hope that I can be at least half the disciple that
John is! I know our Savior has work for John to do on the other side of the veil to prepare
for His Second Coming! Till we meet again Brother!
Paul - October 22, 2018 at 07:17 PM

“

I have know that family for years as they have visited our ward often. They are a beautiful
family and have been through a lot over the past few years.
cherene sorensen - October 22, 2018 at 11:33 PM

“

John was a great man on earth and will continue to be in the hereafter. Two of his children
and two of mine are friends at school and we attended their activities and got to know each
other. I also knew John from Church. I really enjoyed talking with John and wish we
could've made it out fishing together as we talked about. I looked up to him. He was my
friend. I am so sorry his beautiful children have to temporarily and too soon, be deprived of
his loving arms and care while they remain here. I know he loved you guys. He will always
be with you and you will see him again. Stay faithful and find comfort in the truthfulness of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. May you find comfort in knowing the Plan of Salvation. You are
all in our thoughts and prayers.
Blake Noble - October 23, 2018 at 11:01 AM

“

John was a great influence wherever he went. Years ago at Utah State, co-teaching with
him for a mission prep lab was a privilege. We came away uplifted every time after listening
to him teach. And serving with him on the Logan Institute Council--he made living
righteously the cool thing to do. Even back then, his gift to teach was real. His vitality and
energy was always contagious. Everyone loved to be around him. And when he spoke,
people listened. All of us wanted to be better and do better after being around him. And we
loved listening to him teach with his real life stories. What a magnificent presence. And
later, to observe him again as an Especially For Youth Session Director -- he brought such
energy. You can't help but be happier when interacting with him. And having his son in our
session, was a sheer joy. John has touched so many lives -- especially countless youth, for
good. His influence, kindness and goodness are like a rippling effect outward that will not
ever end, and will always be remembered. All our love to the Roe family.

Shara Swan Young & Darroll Young - October 24, 2018 at 02:47 PM

