Karen L. Smith
November 5, 1942 - May 6, 2020

Graveside services may be streamed online Tuesday, May 19th beginning at 1:00pm via
the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84119023337?
pwd=aFdDWFJVNURvY0NwOE1YWFVjTXp4QT09
Karen L. Smith passed away May 6, at the Autum Care memory facility in Hyde Park. She
was born November 5, 1942, in Oakland, California to Arthol and Aurtence Prestwitch.
She spent her childhood and teenage years in Sacramento, California. In grade school
she attended a one room schoolhouse, later attended and graduated from C. J. McClatchy
High School. She attended Brigham Young University for one year before she married
Gary Strobel June 17, 1963 in the Salt Lake Temple. She and Gary moved to Bozeman,
Montana shortly after they were married. Her husband, Gary, was a professor at Montana
State University.
She and Gary had four children. Scott and David who live in Connecticut, Kendra who
lives in Salt Lake, and son Jeffrey who passed away as an infant. She has seven
grandchildren and four great grandchildren. She and Gary were divorced in 1989.
She married Bruce K. Smith January 20, 1990, in Bozeman, Montana, they were later
sealed together in the Logan Temple. She worked for a short period of time for Career
Transitions an agency in Bozeman working with abused women and women who were in
transition in their lives. In 1994 Bruce was named publisher of The Herald Journal and
they moved to Cache Valley where Karen lived until her death.
In her lifetime she produced hundreds quilts and scores of baskets. She loved working in
her sewing room piecing together small pieces of fabric for the quilt tops. She called her
sewing room her “happy place.” She and many of her friends took up basket making and
spent many hours and days making baskets. As a result her house is decorated with quilts
and baskets. When she became ill she insisted that anyone who came to visit her not
leave without taking a quilt and or a basket. She gave away lots and lots of quilts and
baskets. She was very compassionate person and cared deeply for less fortunate people.
She always had extra money in her purse and did not hesitate to help out an obviously

poor mom in the grocery line by paying for her groceries. She could not pass a homeless
person on the street without giving them some of her “give away” money.
Shortly after moving to Cache Valley Karen became a court appointed advocate for
abused children and reported her findings to the guardian ad litem of the district court.
She was a life long member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. She
worked with the young women in her ward and in the Relief Society. She really enjoyed
working with young boys as a cub scout den mother while she was in Bozeman. In North
Logan she helped young Boy Scouts make baskets for their basketmaking merit badge.
She always thought she should be called as the Deacon’s Quorum Advisor.
She wanted to be cremated when she died. She also, wanted her headstone in the
cemetery to be a bench with the inscription “Sit Long-Talk Much” Her bench has been
placed in the North Logan Cemetery.
A grave side service will be held at a future date. In lieu of flowers Karen would be happy
with a monetary contribution in her name to Four Paws animal rescue in Nibley.

Comments

“

Through watching her funeral, listening to all speeches, my old memories with her
came back to me so clearly. Karen was the most amazing warmhearted mother to
me while I stayed my senior year as a foreign student in Bozeman, MT. One year
seems so short but the life with her was so dense! I learned a lot through her and it
made my life so meaningful and so great! She was one who helped me with
speaking English most.
I remember as David mentioned when I got suspended from high school by fighting,
she cried and told me how she was disappointed about what I've done at school.
Then she took a moment to think how I should have been treated. She came up with
me to work on clean-up work not only her house and garden but her friend's because
she couldn't do by herself. She was a kind of person who help others like this. Please
rest in peace Karen!

Takafumi - May 20 at 07:18 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Allen Hall - May 19 at 04:32 PM

“

Karen truly changed my life as Young Women President many years ago. She
helped me have the courage to do big things and believe in myself. I will treasure the
memories (and baskets!) I have from her.

Jen Poulson - May 18 at 04:35 PM

“

Karen was truly a generous person . She gave me many treasured gifts and
kindnesses while my husband was sick. I remember when she was the Young
Women President, and she took each young woman out to get ice cream, one at a
time, in order to build lasting relationships with each beautiful girl. Karen will be
missed. What a fun, kind and delightful friend.

Risa Jorgensen - May 09 at 07:38 PM

“

I love Karen! I'm so sorry to hear this sad news. She watched my babies for me at
church while I taught me classes. She is so caring and loving!

Kayleen Bell - May 09 at 04:35 PM

“

She was a champion of those in need! Once, she asked to see me when I was
bishop, to seek help on behalf of someone else. I think she expected some pushback
from me, but was pleased that I was on board with her concerns. We were fast
friends after that. If you shared her compassion for the little guy, you had her heart
.

Grant Cardon - May 09 at 01:32 AM

“

I love you, Karen. I will never forget your kindness to me and your example of
generosity and love. Every time I look at the quilt that you so lovingly made, I will
remember the beautiful light you were. Thank you for being my friend. All of my
thoughts, love, and prayers to Bruce and her children. Until we meet again. Love,
Whitney

Whitney Wade - May 09 at 12:04 AM

“

The obituary is Karen in a nutshell! I was the recipient of her kindness many times.
Love to the family! I will miss her.

Dessa Wade - May 08 at 10:18 PM

“

This makes me so sad. I love you Karen! Bruce and Karen's children thinking of you
at this time. Hugs to all!
Scott and Susan Wallentine

Susan Wallentine - May 07 at 05:10 PM

