Keith Reid Allred
February 19, 1925 - February 14, 2018

Keith Reid Allred departed this life to join his sweetheart Maurine on Valentine's Day,
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 after 92 years of a remarkable life. Keith was born in his
family home on February 19, 1925 in Spring City, Utah to Reid Henderson and Anna
Elizabeth (Libbie) Allred. He was the second of five children. As a child he loved to explore
the outdoors and play games and as a youth he played the trumpet. He participated in
student government and every sport offered at North Sanpete High School. In addition to
being involved in sports, school musicals, chorus and band, he and his friends formed a
dance band that became very popular. He performed in a Spring City Trumpet Trio that
was well known throughout Sanpete Valley. It was while performing at special programs
that he first met Maurine Brady, who was participating in a Fairview Girls Trio.
Following High School Keith enlisted as a cadet in the United States Army Air Corps. After
18 months of training he was commissioned an Air Force officer and pilot. He was
assigned as an Advanced Flight Instructor of the B-25 Bomber at Enid Oklahoma Air
Force Base. While on military leave in August 1945, Keith visited his family and dated
Maurine. One morning he rented a small airplane and took Maurine for a flight over
Sanpete Valley. After a few stalls and spins he leveled off, idled back, and asked Maurine
to marry him and she accepted. As the war ended and Keith was honorably discharged
they were married November 14, 1945 in the Manti Utah Temple.
Keith attended Brigham Young University, but interrupted his education for two years
(June 1948-August 1950) to accept a LDS mission in the Sandwich (or Hawaiian) Islands,
tenderly leaving his beloved wife and young son, Howard. While on this mission he
performed with and conducted a Hawaiian missionary dance orchestra. At the end of his
missionary service this orchestra participated in the Church's centennial celebration in the
Hawaiian Islands and Keith obtained special permission for Maurine to join him. This
became a treasured memory and time of their lives. After returning home from Hawaii he
completed his Bachelor of Science degree from BYU (1951) followed by a move to Ithaca,
New York, where he attended Cornell University receiving a PhD in plant science January
1955.
Most of Keith's career was at Utah State University as a professor and Associate Dean in
the College of Agriculture and at the University's Consortium for International

Development. His work included foreign assignments for the U.S. government and the
United Nations, which included taking his family on a four-year USAID assignment to
Bolivia (1967-1971). After returning to the United States, Keith received a calling from
President Joseph Fielding Smith, to serve as mission president in the La Paz Bolivia
Mission. He and Maurine returned to Bolivia with their three youngest children to preside
over the church and missionaries (1972-1975). They felt great affection for their
missionaries and have met with them at reunions each year thereafter.
Keith had a deep and abiding love for the Savior and his life was devoted to his family and
to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day-Saints. As a disciple of Jesus Christ and a
faithful member of the Church, Keith served in many capacities including: bishop, mission
president, a temple mission in the Washington DC Temple, Family History Center
Assistant Director, home teacher and others. His service continued into his later years as
stake patriarch of the North Logan Green Canyon Stake and as an ordinance worker and
sealer in the Logan Utah Temple.
Through the years Keith and Maurine traveled the world extensively, marveling at its
wonders and beauty. He was a master gardener and enjoyed spending countless hours
tending a large backyard vegetable garden and sharing the abundance of produce with his
family and friends. He treasured many associations with dear friends and many visits with
him included a good joke. His passion for sports and music continued throughout his life.
But his greatest joy was felt in the love he had for each member of his family. Oh, how he
loved his family!
Keith was a dear father to his six children (and their spouses): Howard Keith (Debbi)
Allred of Centerville, Utah; Karen (Reid) Herd of North Logan, Utah; Elaine (Carl)
Blackham of Kaysville, Utah; Janice (Bill) Harten of Kaysville, Utah; Helen (Loren)
Ashcraft of Centerville, Utah; and Beth Ann (Berkeley) Geddes of Gilbert, Arizona. He is
loved by 28 grandchildren and 64 great-grandchildren. Keith was preceded in death by his
beloved sweetheart Maurine, in March 2009 and by his sister Alta Allred Larsen, March
2007. Other living family members include three siblings, Ruel Acord Allred, Wallace Earl
Allred, and Lenore Allred Johansen.
Viewing will be at.Allen Mortuary at 420 E 1800 N St. North Logan, Utah from 5-7pm on
Sunday, February 18, 2018.
Funeral services are scheduled for Monday at 10 a.m., February 19, 2018 at the North
Logan 2nd Ward Chapel, 1105 E 2100 N North Logan, Utah with a viewing prior at 8:309:30 a.m.
Interment will be in the Spring City, Utah Cemetery
The Allred family would like to thank the medical professionals who provided service to
Keith and the family. We also express our thanks to the North Logan 2nd Ward for their
love and service at this time, and to the many friends and family who have loved and
supported dad through the years.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a Scholarship endowment set up at Utah
State University as described below, or they can feel free to donate to any charity of their
choice; They can make contributions online with a credit card at the website
www.usu.edu/giving and direct it to the Keith R. and Maurine B. Allred Scholarship
Endowment in the college of Agriculture and Applied Sciences at Utah State. It will email
them a charitable receipt. or Call Brandon P. Monson 435-797-2208 or
brandon.monson@usu.edu to make donations by check only.
Condolences and memories may be shared with the family online at
www.allenmortuaries.net
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Comments

“

I worked for Dr. Allred when I was at Utah State in 1962. I have never forgotten him
and send my sympathy to the family. Sherie Isbell Iverson

Sherie Iverson - March 21, 2018 at 08:55 PM

“

I cannot let this go by. Once when serving in the office, I was in the suburban with
several people and president Allred. We were traveling. Along the way we saw an
man with an ox-cart complete with oxen. Pres and I decided to get out and take a
picture.
As we were doing that he warns me, "Careful! They may charge you!"
I replied, "I'll just stay behind you and I'll be alright!"
That was a little testimony to me that if i stayed with him I would be alright. I believe
that still holds true. Wonderful example and leader.
Love you, Pres, and your wonderful family.
Scott Bowen, Elder La Paz-Bolivia 1973-1975

Scott L Bowen - March 21, 2018 at 12:58 PM

“

I just wanted to say how much I admired President Allred as our mission president.
He and Sister Allred certainly set a good example for us all. They also made you feel
at ease when starting out the mission experience in a far away land. That was over
40 years ago but the memories live on. - Lorin Jones

Lorin Jones - February 21, 2018 at 11:51 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your thoughts. He loved his missionaries!
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:45 AM

“

President Allred was a great man and leader to the missionaries and local members
who knew him and served under his presidency in Bolivia. Upon our arrival in La
Paz, in August of 1972, President Allred was there to greet Elder Lloyd and me as
his first new missionaries. He knew I was from Hawai`i and said that he served his
mission there. From then on, I always felt a special connection with him.
Elder Woffinden called me a month ago to let me know that the President wasn't
doing well and that it would be a good time to give him a last call. Instead, Elder
McDonald (Cornejo) and I drove up from Provo/Orem to visit him. After a sweet visit,
we asked if there was anything else we could do for him before we left. He requested
a blessing from his missionaries. As we administered to him, I felt like we
represented all of his missionaries. It was a privilege to have done that for him and
on behalf of all his missionaries.
After witnessing how long and well he served in all his callings until his passing, a
verse in the parable of the talents comes to mind, "His lord said unto him, well done,
good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord." Matt 25:21
Aloha 'Oe, President
Elder Stan Sadowski

Stan Sadowski - February 20, 2018 at 08:40 AM

“

How beautiful that you continued to serve him throughout his final few days on earth. The
gifts you gave at our mother's passing and now Keith's, remain treasures to us his children.
Keith loved the Lord and we will all continue to be blessed by his unwavering faith.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:44 AM

“

As a missionary in Bolivia (1972-1973) I worked with President Allred in the office,
receiving all of the literature and supplies for not only the missionaries, but for all of
the districts and branches in Bolivia. Because there were no stakes at the time, he
was not only in charge of the 125 full time missionaries, but the 3,000 members. As I
was trying to keep track of the packages; coming and going for the members and
missionaries, I wondered how he was able to keep track of all the people that were
connected to them. I have the greatest respect for the responsibility he had, and the
way he was able to do it in good humor. In the last few years he kept up his fun
demeanor asking, his long since returned, and missionaries to tell him the stories he
hadn’t heard before. On a phone call a year ago, he and I had a good laugh about
some of the crazy things my companions and I had done; like swimming with a bar of
soap in one hand so it was really not swimming.
Condolences to the family
Jim Arbuckle

Jim Arbuckle - February 19, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your experiences both now and with President Allred through the
years. I'm sure he was surprised by many of the things he later heard you and other
missioanaries share. What great times and memories!
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

We loved Brother and Sister Allred. Their example of marriage and commitment to
family and the gospel will never be forgotten. Brother Allred was our home teacher
and he never missed a month. Every fall he would bring awesome vegetables from
his garden. We loved to visit with him because of his wit and humor and his amazing
stories. He loved his family and talked of them always. One of my last memories of
Brother Allred is when my grandchildren visitsed him at Christmas and performed a
little bell program. He was so gracious and appreciative. I’m so thankful he can
be back with his beloved wife.

Phil and Colette Mitchell - February 19, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

Thank you for sharing your sweet memories with our father and mother. How wonderful that
your family shared some music and time with Keith during some of his final days. He loved
the music and more than anything else that lifted his spirits during that time.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:35 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of the loss of a dear man. He was such an example to all. I am
happy that I have been able to attend past reunions and to hear of his counsel and
advise once again. My thoughts and prayers are with the entire family! May his
example and wisdom always live on in our hearts and lives.
~~Steve Gibson (1974-1976)

Steve Gibson - February 18, 2018 at 10:20 PM

“

Thank you for your support through the years. The missionary reunions were a favorite
event for Keith. You all strengthened him as well.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:31 AM

“

I am one of those who had the honor of serving my mission underneath the super
leadership of President Allred. I was so grateful for the support and trust that he
showed towards me, a young man from South Dakota who had and still has a
testimony of the gospel, but who was not trained within the stakes of the Church.
For you family members tat are still living, thank you for sharing him with the rest of
us. We and you are very blessed.
Bob Hatch

Robert Hatch - February 18, 2018 at 10:11 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your thoughts. He certainly was a man of great faith and kept us all
on the path toward our Father in Heaven.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:29 AM

“

Dear Allred Family,
I had the wonderful privilege of working with your father as the Financial Secretary of
the Bolivia Mission (1973). With my office literally next to his, separated by a glass
door where we were both visually in contact constantly, I learned a great many life
lessons and principles from President Allred during that time.
One of the great things I loved about President Allred was his teaching that we were
to conduct ourselves in accordance with his "Freedom, with Responsibility" policy.
WIth many missionaries scattered over great distances, with challenging telephonic
and travel conditions, President Allred was required to have trust in the missionaries
under his leadership, and we felt it our obligation to honor that trust.
I feel so blessed to have known and served with Keith Allred, and am so happy I was
able to visit with him briefly during our most recent Bolivia Mission Reunion in late
September 2017. Certainly a great reunion is under way with Sister Allred!!! Vaya
con Dios, Nuestro Estimado Presidente Allred!!!
A. Brent Payne (Bolivia Mission, 1972-1974)

Brent Payne - February 18, 2018 at 07:24 PM

“

Thank you for sharing your thoughts about President Allred. He often said how he had to
trust that the Lord would teach and watch over and help each of the missionaries because
he, Keith, couldn't be with them because of the distances. It certainly is the Lord's work!
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

I had the privilege of working with President Keith Allred as his Assistant to the
President (1974) It was there that I watched marvelous leadership.....he gave
counsel, and then turned everyone loose to apply the counsel according to faith, and
the instructions of the spirit.
His example will always remain with me. I loved him and will always be grateful for
him
Richard Hansen (Bolivia Mission, 1972-1974)

Richard D Hansen - February 18, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

Thank you for sharing our thoughts about President Allred. He loved his missionaries! We
will all miss him.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:22 AM

“

BethAnn and Berkeley, much love coming your way. Our two boys Gordon and Greg
had the privilege of receiving their patriarchal blessings from Bro. Allred. What a
wonderful man. Our thoughts and hearts are with you.
Doyle and Lila Geddes

Lila Geddes - February 17, 2018 at 10:55 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss! The Prophet Joseph Smith was once asked how he
governed his people. His reply was "I teach them correct principles and they govern
themselves." This is what Keith R. Allred did for us, his missionaries. He taught us
"freedom with responsibility." He was a great man and he will be sorely missed.
However, his example will continue to affect many lives.

Elizabeth Montano - February 17, 2018 at 09:17 PM

“

Thank you Sister Montano. Our father trusted the missionaries to follow the spirit and yet
he held them to a high standard. I know there wasn't any doubt what was expected of each
of you. Thank you for your thoughts and love.
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:20 AM

“

Dear Bethann and Berkeley,
Our deepest condolences for your loss.
Ravi Gunatilake and John Elliott

Ravi Gunatilake - February 17, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Keith Reid Allred.

February 17, 2018 at 11:52 AM

“

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Keith Reid Allred.

February 16, 2018 at 05:54 PM

“

To the Harten family,
I am so sorry for your loss. It is never easy but I am so thankful that when we loose a
loved one we are left with memories that keep them close to our heart. Please know I
care and love you
Jennell Madrid

Jennell R. Madrid - February 16, 2018 at 01:34 PM

“

“

Jennell, how sweet of you to send your condolences. You are a dear friend. Thank you
Janice Harten - March 09, 2018 at 09:16 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Keith Reid Allred.

February 16, 2018 at 11:11 AM

“

2 files added to the album New Album Name

Alan Christensen - February 16, 2018 at 08:22 AM

“

What wonderful pictures! Thank you for sharing Alan. It reminds us of one of Keith's
favorite times of life. It's astonishing to us as a family how much love the missionaries
continue to give to him.
Janice Harten - February 16, 2018 at 10:12 AM

