Lila May Ralphs Watterson
August 18, 1921 - March 20, 2020

Lila May Ralphs Watterson’s earthly journey began August 18, 1921 in Rockland, Idaho.
Lila was born into a loving family which consisted of her parents, James Albert Ralphs, Jr.
and Charlotte Amelia Munns; Her two older brothers, James and Arthur; and older sister,
Alice.
Rockland was a beautiful farming community full of good people and plenty of
opportunities for hard work, and a little fun. Lila often spoke of her memories there with a
giggle as she reminisced about tipping over outhouses on Halloween and pulling pranks
on her siblings. Those in Rockland knew her as “Duckie”, a nickname her Dad gave her as
a child.
As a direct descendant of early pioneers, Lila was “brought up unto the Lord” by loving
parents, relatives and friends. It was in her hometown, surrounded by a loving family, that
this beautiful and remarkable little girl developed a great faith and love for Heavenly
Father, her Savior Jesus Christ and her family. She learned the meaning of hard work and
faithful perseverance in a way that guided and blessed her as a wife, mother, and friend
throughout her entire life.
After graduating from Rockland High School, Lila enrolled in Utah State Agricultural
College where she excelled in math. In 1944, Lila became the first woman to graduate
with an accounting degree from Utah State Agricultural College. Lila enjoyed the
challenge of tracking every penny spent and saved. She had a sharp and keen mind.
While attending college, Lila was affiliated and actively involved with Lambda Delta Sigma
where she served as President and was also crowned “The Sweetheart of Lambda Delta
Sigma”. Lila was not only beautiful but she had a warm sparkling personality that drew
people to her.
On February 10,1944 Lila married her “college sweetheart” Alma E. Watterson, Jr. in the
Logan Temple. This began an eternal journey together that was full of love, faith and

service. Lila and Alma were married for 67 years before Alma’s passing in 2011. Lila was
a devoted and loving wife to Alma. Theirs was a true love story.
After being told by their doctor they would never have posterity, Alma and Lila were
blessed with four loving and faithful children - whom they adored and cherished: Linda
(Wallace J.) Smith, Paul A. Watterson, Scott R. (Michele) Watterson and David J. (Tracy)
Watterson. Alma and Lila’s posterity has grown to thirteen grandchildren and their
spouses, and 29 great-grandchildren including her great grandson, Nathan Paul
Watterson, who passed away in 2019. Lila’s family was the center of her life. She
personified love and charity as she served her family faithfully. Lila was a devoted mother,
grandmother, and great-grandmother, who found great joy in showing love to each
member of her family individually. Family visits to her home would often include her
famous applesauce cookies and homemade grape juice. She would often sing to her
family, “There is beauty all around, when there’s love at home”. Everyone felt cherished in
her presence.
Lila served faithfully in many organizations in the church. She had a special spot in her
heart for the women and youth she was privileged to serve with. Lila and Alma served a
mission together in the England, Leeds Mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints. Lila especially loved this experience and the people of England. It was a
special time in her life where she shared her testimony of the truthfulness of the gospel.
Alma and Lila also served as officiators in the Logan Temple for 17 years and treasured
the experiences they had and friendships they developed there. Lila enjoyed genealogy,
being a member of Daughters of Utah Pioneers, and her Booklore Literary Club.
Lila’s earthly journey ended peacefully in her home on March 20, 2020 after a faithful life
filled with service, love and joy. She died of natural causes due to age.
Mom, thank you for your love and sacrifice, your faithfulness, and Christlike example. You
always had time for your family and friends. You always thought of others before yourself.
These priceless gifts you’ve given to your family will continue to bless us through eternity.
You were a true angel on earth. God bless you sweet Mother, until we meet again.
“All that I am, or hope to be,
I owe to my angel mother”
- Abraham Lincoln
With sincere gratitude, Lila’s family would like to thank all those who have so tenderly
served and loved her.

Because of the COVID 19 pandemic, a private graveside service will be held by the family.
A celebration of Lila’s extraordinary life will be held on August 18th, 2020; Lila’s 99th
birthday. Details will be announced closer to the date. Condolences and memories may be
expressed online to the family at www.allenmortuaries.net

Comments

“

Dear Wattersons,
Now your wonderful parents are together again. We loved them both. Alma and I
worked closely when our young family moved into their ward, and Alma worked with
me while at USU in having many, many of our students student teach and assist at
the Adams School. A great reunion is taking place, that we know.
Love and condolences,
Jay and Jane Monson

Jay and Jane Monson - April 02 at 01:41 PM

“

Dear Watterson Family,
I truly was sorry to read that your amazing mother passed away. She was a great
lady and I know how much you will miss her.
I'm grateful for the kindness she showed me. She always welcomed me into her
happy home with warmth and charm. She was gracious in every situation. The world
lost a great soul. We definitely need more people like her in the world.
Sending condolences to you all for your loss.
with love,
Steven Dunn

Steven Dunn - April 01 at 11:41 AM

“

Sister Watterson was my Laurel teacher (maybe it was MiaMaids). I couldn't wait
until it was time to move up into her class. She was always prepared and gave the
best lessons. She cared about each of us and it was very evident. I appreciate the
lessons she taught me. She was also a huge part of the 5th Ward. Bringing her
family with her to church each Sunday. The Watterson family never missed a
Sunday. I got a hug from her a few years ago at the grocery store. She still
remembered me. She was always so sweet to everyone. Love to your family during
this time of mourning.
Karen Walker Petersen

Karen Petersen - March 30 at 02:26 PM

“

Dear Watterson Family,
We express our deep condolences at this challenging time. Please know that we are
thinking of you. We have appreciated your friendship over the years. We admired
Lila's kindness and service to others. You are in our prayers.
Sending love and sympathy, Ron & Marie Godfrey

Marie & Ron Godfrey - March 28 at 10:11 PM

“

I will always be grateful for the time I spent with Sister Watterson, whether we were
reading the scriptures, baking, gardening, creating blankets for charity, or singing the
Beer Barrel Polka. She was always thinking of the people around her with a pure,
Christlike love and compassion for their pains and worries. One of my favorite
memories of her was a morning when one of her beloved orchids bloomed. She was
moved to tears of joy at the sight, and said to me, "Who but God could make all the
flowers?" God never created a flower more lovely than Lila Watterson.
Jessica Fronk

Jessica Fronk - March 28 at 02:33 PM

“

Dear Watterson Family,
Our love for your dear mother goes back many years. The Watterrson Family has
always held a special spot in the hearts of our Howard Family. Alma was the principal
when our children were in school and we had many delightful experiences with him.
Your mother was always so cheerful and seemed happy to see us. Even in her poor
health and older years she would recognize us. Thank you for the loving care you
have given your mother. She is blessed to have such a kind family and you are
blessed to have been taught by such a gentle mother.
Our love,
Glen and Kathy Jenson

Kathy Jenson - March 27 at 04:30 PM

“

Dear Linda and David: (the ones we know the best) Bless you Scott and Paul also.
I loved your mom so much. Shortly after we were married, we moved into the 5th
ward to manage Dave Walkers apartments which were across the street from you
mom and dad. Lila was the best neighbor. She was always happy. she was funny
and a hard worker. I was blessed to share a friendship with her. She was always
bragging about you kids. she was so proud of you all. I so admired that gusto. Even
now as I think back about our time in that ward and our meetings after(in the temple,
at the grocery store) she remembered me which was always amazing because
people usually forget. so many young people came and went from that ward in the
short 4 years we lived there. You are blessed to have had such a great mom. Bless

you all that you can be like her.
Beryl and Spencer Dattage
Beryl Dattage - March 26 at 09:01 PM

“

Dear Cousins,
I finally found the obit for Aunt Lila . What a beautiful tribute and life sketch you did
on her. I loved my sweet Aunt Lila. She was all that you said, and showed that love to
me as well when she came to Rockland to visit us.
I am sorry to read about Nathan Paul passing as well. we send our sympathy to your
family too. It's hard losing our loved ones, but I know we will be able to give her and
Nathan a huge HUG shortly.
Sending our Sympathy and Love, Bob and Janice Freeman

Janice Freeman - March 26 at 01:31 PM

“

So sorry to hear of the passing of your mother. She was a kind lady and I always
admired her! Our family's thoughts and prayers are with you at this tender time.
Sincerely the Bill McMurdie family

Marilyn McMurdie - March 26 at 11:29 AM

“

Lila was a neighbor to my folks and I when she lived on 4th East in Logan. I so
enjoyed meeting with her at the DUP Seagull Camp meetings and knowing how she
loved to share memories about her ancestors who crossed the plains. Because we
had been neighbors, I was able to witness how much love she had for her husband
and children. Paul, Linda, Scott and David share the special memories of your
wonderful mother to your children and grandchildren. She certainly will be missed.
Sincerely,
Nancy Daines

Nancy Daines - March 26 at 10:31 AM

“

Lila was always so kind to me. Every time I saw her she would tell me how we were
related and invite me to the Ralphs family reunions, that I’m sad to say I never went
to. I was afraid to go alone....I wish I were a braver young woman
To Paul, Linda, Scott and Dave, I wish you hope and strength till you meet again. It’s
hard to lose a Mother at any age!
Sending special hugs to each of you through these trying times.

God Bless You All,
Love, Vickie Ralphs Munson
Vickie Ralphs Munson - March 26 at 12:57 AM

