Lyman Sessions Willardson
May 10, 1927 - October 5, 2005

Lyman Sessions Willardson was born in Ephraim, Utah on May 10, 1927. He died October
4, 2005 in Logan, Utah. He was the oldest child of Lyman Young Willardson and Alice
Sessions and was born in the same house where his father was born. He had two
brothers and one sister: Harvey Christian Willardson (deceased), Kristeen Green of Orem,
Utah and Thomas SheldonWillardson of Kanab, Utah. He married Vivian Berrey of Provo,
Utah October 8, 1948 in Evanston, Wyoming. Their marriage was later solemnized in the
Manti Temple. They were the parents of six children, Lyman William Willardson, Kathleen
W. Alder, Timothy Miguel Willardson, Mark Berrey Willardson, Paul Bradley Willardson,
and Laura W. Huffman. He and his wife were the parents of six children, 14 grandchildren,
and 15 great-grandchildren. He attended school in Ephraim, Utah, through Snow Junior
College. He attended classes at all levels, beginning with kindergarten, in the Noyes
Building which houses Snow College. He graduated from Snow College in 1948 with an
Associate of Science degree in Engineering. He graduated from Utah State Agricultural
College in 1950 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering with a specialty in
Irrigation. Before graduation, he worked for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation during the
summers. After graduation he worked for the U.S. Soil Conservation Service in Logan
while continuing his studies towards a Masters Degree. In 1952, he accepted employment
as an irrigation engineer with the United Fruit Company in the Dominican Republic and
moved there with his wife and two children. He was later transferred to Honduras in
Central America. In 1954, He joined the Agricultural Experiment Station of the University
of Puerto Rico, where he did irrigation and drainage research until 1957. In 1957, he
accepted a position with the USDA Agricultural Research Service at Utah State University
in Logan, Utah as a Research Irrigation Engineer. In 1965, he was transferred to Ohio
State University where he obtained a PhD in Agricultural Engineering in 1967. From Ohio,
he was transferred to the Imperial Valley of California where he worked in irrigation and
drainage engineering research until 1974. He resigned from the USDA ARS after 20 years
of service to accept a position as Professor of Irrigation and Drainage Engineering at Utah
State University, where he taught and conducted research through the spring semester of
this year, well past his official retirement in 1994. During his professional career, he was
active in National and International professional engineering societies, holding national,

regional, and technical offices in those organizations. He was the recipient of the Tipton
Irrigation Award from the American Society of Civil Engineers and was elected a Fellow in
that society. He was also elected to the International Drainage Hall of Fame located at
Ohio State University. He has been an irrigation and drainage consultant in many
countries for private, government and international agencies. He has 200 published
articles related to irrigation and drainage and is co-author of a definitive book on drain
envelopes. He has been the principal advisor to countless students over his tenure at
Utah State. He was elected four times as Professor of the Year by the International
Student Council for his generous help and competent advice to their members in every
aspect of their lives. Although Lyman made great contributions in the field of engineering,
he will be best remembered for his kindness. He offered help and encouragement to
everyone without regard to personal gain or recognition. He is known as a man of
absolute integrity. He was inquisitive and had a love of learning. On a technical exchange
with the Soviet Union, he asked so many questions he was accused of being a CIA agent.
He never quit learning until his death. He also had many hobbies and talents. He enjoyed
and was gifted in artistic expression through wood carving, sculpture, photography, and
gem faceting. One of his wood carvings was displayed in the Smithsonian institution. He
enjoyed black and white photography and had a gift for capturing the spirit of people in his
photos. Lyman S. Willardson was active in the U.S. Mormon Battalion and the Sons of
Utah Pioneers. He was an active member of the LDS Church and has held responsible
offices such as Bishop, High Councilor, Auxiliary Leader, and Teacher and Home Teacher.
He served as Executive Secretary of the Logan Utah Cache West Stake for more than 18
years and as a worker in the Logan Temple Baptistery for 9 years. He has served Logan
City as a member of the Golf Course Committee and as a member of the Water and
Sewer Board for two terms. His expertise will be missed locally, nationally and
internationally. The family wishes to express special thanks to Dr Ali Ben-Jacob and his
staff for their kind and loving help throughout his cancer treatments. We also wish to thank
the caring nurses of IHC hospice for their compassion and service through his last days.
Funeral services will be held at 1:00 PM on Saturday, October 8, 2005 in the Logan 15th
Ward Chapel, 125 West 600 North, Logan, Utah. A viewing will be held at the Allen-Hall
Mortuary, 34 E. Center in Logan, on Friday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 PM and also at the
church prior to the services on Saturday from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Interment will be in
the Logan City Cemetery. Condolences may be sent to the family at
www.allenmortuaries.net.
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Comments

“

He was my advisor when I was a graduate student at USU between 1990 and 1991.
He was really a great person. I always remember him with a great respect.
Sincerely,
Akif ÖZKALDI

Akif Özkaldi - February 12, 2014 at 03:05 AM

“

He was my advisor when I was studying for MSc degree in 1988-1990. Great
scientist and human. I always remember with respect.

M.Naili ÖZER - February 11, 2014 at 03:34 PM

“

Dear Vivian;
We send our condolences and expressions of love to you and your family.We are
currently serving as missionaries in the Spain, Madrid, temple, where we are really
enjoying our assignment. We knew nothing of Lymans death until I read his obituary
on the Allen-Hall Mortuary web site today, Dec. 30, 2005-----that's a wonderful
service they provide.
We are shocked and saddened by the news of his passing, even though we realize
that death is as important as birth in the eternal scheme of things. At times such as
these I think of a verse (translated from Dutch) I learned in the mission field more
than 50 years ago. It says: "Those whom we have loved and lost, are no longer
where they were; but they are always and forever where we are."
We know you have many fond memories of your life together, and that you look
forward to one day being with him again.
He was a great colleague and teacher, and a very dear friend, and we shall miss him
sorely. May the Lord continue to bless and sustain you during your difficult hours.
Our love and good wishes,
Marilyn & Earl Israelsen

Earl & Marilyn Israelsen - December 30, 2005 at 04:50 PM

“

My name is Ghassan Mikati.
I had the priviledge to be one of Dr. Willardson students during my studies at USU.
Dr. Willardson was more than an academic instructor. He never missed any chance
to help and assist students at all levels. He was kind, attentive and caring.
We will miss you, Dr. Willardson.
May you rest in peace.

ghassan Mikati - October 14, 2005 at 03:36 AM

“

I feel very privileged to have known professor Willardson. My name is Hala Fayad
from Lebanon and I was his student at USU (1995-2001).
The greatest gift one can give is to share knowledge and professor Lyman Willardon
was a very generous teacher. Devoted and inspiring, he attracted students from
around the world. He was a giant among educators.
I remember with gratitude his encouragement and confidence in me when I first
started my PhD studies. I also remember how he cared for us and stood beside us,
we international students, and tried his best to make us feel at home.
His love for cache valley was genuine. One time, he stopped me in the hallway to
ask me whether I was happy. I said "yea I like USU" he said "no, I meant are you
happy in cache valley and in Utah"
Well, yes I was very happy and I love cache valley and USU because of good people
like professor Willardson.
I grieve over the loss of professor Willardson and I express both profound sadness
and sympathy for his family and friends.
Dear Dr Willardson's family: my thoughts and prayers are with you
My dear Professor: may you rest eternally in peace. Your students around the world
will remember you always and forever
Sincerely, Hala Fayad

Hala Fayad-Yehya - October 13, 2005 at 08:31 AM

“

Dear Vivian,
It was a really sad news for our whole family that Dr. Willarson passed away. It is a
big national and international loss. God may put his soul in peace and heaven. He
was really a great person.
I spent about 5 years in his association at USU being his Ph.D student. He was not
only an excellent professor in Irrigation and Drainage Engr. and advisor, he was also
a great person. My family also has long interaction with him during our stay in USA

as wells as in Pakistan. We really miss him and pray for him.
We pray that God give you power and patience to bear this loss. With our best
regards for you and your sons and daughters.
Sincerely
Dr. Muhammad Aslan, Lahore, Pakistan.
Muhammad Aslam, Ph.D (From USU) - October 13, 2005 at 06:31 AM

“

I am saddened to hear this morning of Lyman's death, and grateful to his daughter
for sending me the message through IIMI. Lyman and I were at USU together from
1959 till 1964. We took courses together and became friends. I remember when I
was about to leave for my job in Venezuela, Lyman said to me, we never talked
about religion. So we did then and wrote each other some letters after I had left. We
have met each other occasionally since then somewhere in the world, and we
continued where we had left before. He was a kind man and I'll remember him fondly.
May God bless you in your sorrows, and may the knowledge that so many share
your grief wherever we are, be of some support to you. Jacob

Jacob Kijne - October 12, 2005 at 02:14 PM

“

For Dr. Willardson’s family: I was Prof. Willardson’s Msc student (1980 – 1982) at
USU.
I am very sorry to hear of the death of Dr. Willardson, I am hesitated to intrude on
your great sorrow.
Please accept my sympathy and my regret that he can no longer be with you and
with us.
Dr. Willardson's perfect idealist will be with us always.
Abbas Fadheel Dawood
Mosul University- Iraq

Abbas Fadheel Dawood - October 12, 2005 at 09:42 AM

“

Hi Dr. Wllardson,
This is Tekin, Your last PhD student. I am far from you but, you were with me every
time. What ever I have been giving to my students all comes from you. I will never
forget that you gave me either on our topic (drainage) or live experiments.
Take a rest on where you are I will be hold your flag with me till I can.

God will be with you.
Sincerely
Your PhD student and your son Tekin Kara from Turkey.
Tekin Kara - October 12, 2005 at 09:07 AM

“

His soul may rest in heaven
Yogesh
India

Yogesh Chandra Agrawal - October 12, 2005 at 02:44 AM

“

I am a ex student of Dr Lyman Willardson. Class of 1993. I had visited him last year
March'04 along with my wife. Were invited to his houses, which he built with his own
hands. We were amazed at the work he and his wife put together to build a dream
home.
He was a very compassionate and learned person. I have very high regards and
value the technical knowledge I got from Him
I with my family deeply morn the loss of wonderful person. I hope BIE continues the
drainage classes which he taught till last days of his life. Please convey my
condolences to his wife and family.
Thank you
Hemen Patel
India
Class of 1992-93, MS BIE.
- H V Patel
Managin Director
Multi Mantech International Pvt Ltd
Multi House,
Ambawadi,
Ahmedabad - 380 006
Phone: +91 79 2640 1297 / 1298
Fax: +91 79 2656 8332
email: hvpatel@multimantech.com

Hemen Patel - October 12, 2005 at 02:25 AM

“

Dear Professor Willardson's Family:
I was Professor Willardson's PhD student(1976-1980) at USU. He was kind to me
like a father and helped me a lot when I needed.Since 1980, We had letters once or
twice a year and recently I called him several times on the phone. Last time, he was
in hospital and I could not talk to him. In his last E-Mail letter to me he explained
about his cancer and said that it was incurable. I did not write to him since June
2005, because I knew he was experiencing a hard and pain full time.
Please accept my condolences for his death and God bless his soul.I am sure he will
be in heaven now. Send my best regards to all your family members.
Sincerely
Mirkhalegh Z. Ahmadi
Professor of Irrigation and Drainage Eng.
P.O. Box 578,
Collge of Agriculture
Sari,
IRAN

Mirkhalegh Z. Ahmadi - October 12, 2005 at 01:22 AM

“

Dear Kathleen,
I am so sorry about grandpa, i have just arrived in Fargo, North Dakota, one of these
days i wanted to talk to him
it seems my luck ran out.
i didnt know he was sick, i hope he didnt suffer much
may his soul rest in peace

Neerja - October 11, 2005 at 04:32 PM

“

Dr. Willardson, you will be remembered for your kindness, warm heart and integrity
forever. As your student, I got numerous unselfish help from you. I know you were
also kind and offered help to any people, known or unknown. You continued to work
even when you were diagnosed with cancer and always thought of your students.
Thank you, Dr. Willardson. May you rest peacefully in Heaven. May God bless your
family.
Siqing Liu from People's Republic of China

siqing liu - October 11, 2005 at 01:27 PM

“

Dear Familly Members and relatives of Dr. Willardson,
I am a former student of Dr. Willardson and am from Guinea in West Africa. He was
my advisor and mentor from 1998 to 2000. I just received an email from Kathleen
Willardson Alder informing me about his passing.
I would like to express my condolences and deepest sympathy to all members of his
family and relatives. I will always remember Dr. Willardson for his kindness and
support during my graduate studies at Utah State University and afterward.
I am very chocked right now and would like to express my compassion and prayers
for him and all of you.
May God bless! Amen.
Youssouf Diallo

Youssouf Diallo - October 11, 2005 at 12:42 PM

“

For Dr. Willardson's Family,
Lyman Willardson was one of the kindest men I have had the pleasure to meet in
Utah. I met him because I work in the International Student Office at Utah State. He
often came by with another request for a document so that a student could apply for
a visa to enter the U.S. and study at USU. He thought globally and wanted the young
people here as much to benefit Cache Valley, USU and the U.S. as for the student's
benefit. He patiently answered question after question from curious and anxious
students who wanted to take advantage of the opportunities offered at USU. He often
asked me detailed information about how the system works so that he could pass it
along, together with his encouraging words. We will miss him here at the Office of
International Students and Scholars and I will personally miss his kind manner and
his unfailing courtesy. He was truly a gentleman.
Sincerely,
Nancy Muchmore, Advisor
Office of International Students and Scholars
Utah State University

Nancy Muchmore - October 11, 2005 at 12:06 PM

