Marianne Fullmer Ballam
August 23, 1929 - August 13, 2020

“But the greatest of these is charity.” Marianne Ballam understood and lived that to the
fullest. Born on August 23, 1929 in Smithfield, Utah, to Edith Falslev (1908-1979) and
Marvin Wayman Fullmer (1905-1942), she peacefully continued her journey home on
August 13, 2020. Assuming the role of parent and protector to her four younger siblings at
the age of 13 with the death of her father in 1942, she keenly developed the love of caring
for others. Her deep-rooted affinity for her Danish heritage sprang from being raised,
along with her mother and siblings, in the home of her grandparents Marius Jensen (18751957) and Marianne Falslev (1873-1958), for whom she was named. Her grandparents
left their beloved homeland after converting to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints to join the saints in Benson, Utah. With their new lives, Marius adopted a new
surname after the town of his birth, Falslev, Denmark. More than anyone in their lineage,
Marianne kept the Danish traditions and heritage vibrantly alive and spent years bonding
her extended families with their cousins remaining in Denmark.
Marianne was raised in an environment where vocal music was highly revered.
Possessing a voice of clarion beauty, she was offered a vocal scholarship at Utah State
Agricultural College in 1947. She was well known as a soloist as well as a sought-after
duo with her beloved younger sister, Joyce Fullmer (Pitcher). Their music healed many
broken hearts during World War II and the Korean Conflict.
She met her “Prince Charming,” Grant Lamb Ballam in 1945 at North Cache High School
in Richmond, Utah where she served as student body vice president. A more perfect
match was never made in heaven or on earth. Grant proposed marriage to Marianne on
her birthday August 23, 1947 while dancing under the mirrored ball at the Dansante
Building. They married the following June 18 in the Logan LDS Temple. Together they
moved to Pocatello, Idaho where she was employed as an executive assistant and
bookkeeper for Garrett Freight Lines and Grant completed his pharmaceutical degree in
1951. Marianne was grateful that Grant turned down a professorship at Idaho State to
return home and become head pharmacist at Kennedy’s Drug Store on Main and Center
in Logan.
In 1952 they built a home at 396 S. 600 E. in River Heights and began cultivating eternally
devoted friends. Moving in 1965 to 740 Mountain View Drive, River Heights remained their

beloved life-long home. With Grant’s out-going and open nature, and Marianne’s ardent
devotion, they worked hard to maintain a multitude of loving friends.
Marianne helped Grant open and establish Grant’s Pharmacy in 1959 at 225 E 400 N in
Logan. They both loved the associations made through that venture. Grant’s generous
nature afforded Marianne and their sons the opportunities to circumvent the globe a
number of times and provided her the capability to champion many charitable causes. As
a devoted member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Marianne served in
many auxiliaries. Her adoration for children enabled her to be the perfect Primary
President.
She became a second mother to countless nieces, nephews, cousins, and her son’s
friends, many of whom lived in their home which was always open to anyone. She enjoyed
good health and vitality and loved playing tennis, running, walking and biking around the
entirety of Bear Lake. She was chauffer, travel agent and cheerleader for her three sons,
Michael Lynn, Richard Grant and Robert Fullmer. She became intimately associated with
most of the tennis and basketball courts, football fields, baseball diamonds, theaters and
concert halls of the region and beyond. Never missing a game, match or performance of
any of her children, grandchildren or great-grandchildren, she accompanied Grant in his
fierce loyalty to the USU Aggies as members of the Old Main Society.
Her life was one of service and devotion. Being separated from her husband across the
veil for over 16 years, the image of her reunion with her beloved Grant, parents,
grandparents and countless ancestors for whom she kept a vigilant quest to find and
perform saving ordinances, gives us great joy. She was a good and faithful servant and
we rejoice in her receiving her eternal reward.
She was preceded in death by her husband Grant (1928-2004), parents, siblings Joyce
Fullmer Pitcher (1930-1993), Marvin Florin Fullmer (1932-1985) and Dale Fullmer (19352020). She is survived by her adored little sister Helen (Deon) Johnson, sons Michael
(Laurie), Richard (Beki), Robert (Kimber), 14 grandchildren and their spouses and 28
great-grandchildren.
Due to cautionary measures of the Covid pandemic, a private family grave-side service
will be held, and later a celebration of her 91st birthday. No formal viewing or funeral will
take place. Interment will be in the Ballam plot in the Providence (River Heights)
Cemetery. Condolences may be expressed online at www.allenmortuaries.net

Comments

“

Dear Ballam Family,
With sympathy and love we send our love and prayers to you. Your Mother was a
very special person!! I enjoyed visits with her, along with Beverly and Gary Joy. Much
geneology would be shared. May Heavenly Father bless you with comfort and peace
in this time of her passing to the next room of the Lords plan.

Love to all, Sherrill Joy Family
Sherrill Joy - August 27, 2020 at 12:20 PM

“

Marianne Ballam is one of Cache Valley's greatest treasures. In her 90+ years she
demonstrated loyalty, love, and beauty. She surrounded herself with a great family,
wonderful friends, and treasured service. The Ballams were people who simply
worked hard to create a better world. They epitomized the word support and could be
found at ballgames, music recitals, or any activity that brought people together. She
thrived on the talent and success of others and certainly exhibited love through that
support as she expanded to include grandchildren and great grandchildren. The
world will miss her, but the heavens rejoice. Her family legacy lives on and continues
her mission.
Ross and Mary Kay Peterson

Ross and Mary Kay Peterson - August 21, 2020 at 08:54 PM

“

Marianne was always a wonderful friend and neighbor. Jay and I share many
memories with she and her family. She was a great example and an inspiration to
many. I personally appreciate the book of her life that she gave me and will treasure
it always.

Lerene Berry - August 21, 2020 at 06:46 PM

“

Ballam Family,
Marianne was a friendly and generous lady to all. She was a wonderful example of
Christ like love. We enjoyed being in the River Heights 3rd Ward with her and Grant
and getting to know them over the years. We remember Marianne's beautiful smile
and fun personality. She loved to talk to about genealogy and we spent some special
time visiting about our Grant family connections. Although she will be missed, we
know she is surrounded by loved one's on the other side. We extend our love and
prayers to Michael and Laurie, Rick and Beki, Robert and Kimber and their families.
Steve and Roxanne Bilbao

Roxanne Bilbao - August 21, 2020 at 11:43 AM

“

Our beautiful Marianne was a complete lady. She possessed gentility, calm,
compassion, a gorgeous smile, a spirit of serenity, a heart for service and a shining
spirit. I never saw her scowl, never heard her say an unkind word and wherever she
was, there was light. The world is less for her departure, but oh, heaven! What a
joyous gathering there! Sending love to all of you, her dear family.
Marion and Carolyn Bentley

Carolyn Bentley - August 20, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

Michael, Richard and Robert,
What a beautiful obituary you wrote for your sweet mother! I want you to know how
much I loved your mom. She was always so gracious and made everyone around
her feel loved and appreciated. She had such a beautiful smile and always radiated
happiness. She will be missed by all, but I picture the beautiful reunion she will have
with Uncle Grant and others who have gone before her.
Mont and I are thinking of you at this time and want you to know we love and
appreciate your family.
With love,
Pamela Ballam Stephens

Pamela Stephens - August 20, 2020 at 01:37 PM

“

Dear Michael and Laurie and extended family,
My heartfelt condolences on the passing of your beautiful Mom. What a life, filled
with love and service to others. With warmest regards,
Cheryl Atkinson

Cheryl Atkinson - August 20, 2020 at 01:00 PM

“

The beautiful obituary that you shared will be a treasure of memories for her entire
family and posterity. Marianne brought light into the world
and beauty. My mom treasured her friendship with her and they supported each
other so sweetly through their later years with regular visits over the phone.
Marianne’s Faith in her Savior was very strong. We surely love your parents and their
dear family. May you be blessed with peace and comfort. I know that you have a lot
of love in your family and that you will bless and strengthen each other. My last visit
with Marianne was very sweet, and she expressed so much love for all of you, and
appreciation for dear friends and her unwavering faith. Sending my heartfelt love and
condolences to each of you, dear Ballam family. You have all blessed our lives. Rita
Ellis Minkler

Rita Ellis Minkler - August 19, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

to the Ballam family,
We want to send our love and sympathy to you at this time. We didn't know your
mother, but she must have been a wonderful person to have such special and great
children.
We wish you the joy that comes from remembering a person who has meant so
much to you. We know that the Savior will bless you in this time of parting with a dear
loved one.
You are special to us and we want you to know that we are praying for you and
wishing you hope and comfort.
Wayne and Vivian Blanchard

Vivian Blanchard - August 19, 2020 at 01:44 PM

“

Grateful for the life and friendship of Grant and dear Marianne to my parents, Denzel
and Joan Datwyler. Always a woman of grace and kindness, she was a treasure to
Cache Valley. Our thoughts and prayers of comfort are sent to the Ballam family.
What a beautiful tribute you shared.

Shelly Flake - August 18, 2020 at 11:50 PM

“

We love Marianne

, Grant

and their choice family

Grateful also for the friendship

that blessed the lives of our parents, Dean and Evelyn Ellis, and each of us. Marianne was
beautiful and talented. She indeed was so gracious and kind. And Grant , so much fun!
That lovely tribute is a treasure of memories. Sending my love and condolences to each of
you.

. Rita Ellis Minkler

Rita Ellis Minkler - August 19, 2020 at 02:06 AM

“

My Mom and Dad surely loved your parents, as well Shelly! I didn’t realize that my
message was posting a comment on yours but now that I know that it did I just want you to
know that Evelyn spoke so happily of Joan Datwyler.
Rita Ellis Minkler - August 19, 2020 at 02:14 PM

“

What a wonderful woman!! She always had a smile on her face and was so kind!! I loved
her!! She was so proud of her boys. They are all the best. I’m sorry you lost your mom. She
is happier now. I’m sure she misses all her children and grandchildren. Continue to make
her proud. My prayers are with you all.
bonnie weston - August 19, 2020 at 06:13 PM

“

Your Mom was so sweet and kind to everyone. What a great Lady! I know that she will be
missed.
Joyce - August 27, 2020 at 07:26 PM

