Marilyn Paulsen
August 20, 1935 - May 11, 2020

Marilyn Jean Johnson Paulsen passed away on Monday, May 11, 2020 of causes incident
to age.
Marilyn was born August 20, 1935 in Findlay, Illinois to Carl H. and Ruth Freeman
Johnson. She was the oldest of four children; Marilyn Jean, Ruth Eloise, Carl David, and
Charles Joseph.
Marilyn was raised in Illinois until 1948 when the family moved to Keeline, Wyoming. She
finished high school in Wyoming, and then the family moved to Providence, Utah in 1957.
Marilyn married Willard Donald Paulsen on August 12, 1964 in the Logan Temple. They
lived in Logan for four years, after which they moved to Providence, where Marilyn resided
the rest of her life. They were the parents of four children; Jeanette, Michael Willard, Ethel
Linda, and Jennifer Lynn.
Marilyn was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, and a member
of the Providence 3rd Ward. Her service in the Primary covered nearly 30 years. She felt
teaching the children was the most important calling in her church service.
Marilyn’s family was the whole emphasis of her life. Even though she had to work outside
the home and entrusted the care of her children during the day to her mother Ruth, she
was completely involved in their lives. She never missed an activity they were involved in.
She went to innumerable band concerts, plays, soccer games, and parades, as well as
traveled to Lagoon, the zoo, the Manti Pageant, and camping trips with them year after
year.
She also enjoyed being a homemaker. Marilyn loved gardening and canning, reading, and
sewing. She sewed many of their own clothes. She loved music and played the piano as
well as led the music in primary and sang in the ward choir.
She and Don had 19 grandchildren and 21 great-grandchildren, which were all a delight to
her. Many of those grandchildren lived with her for a short time at some point as they grew
up, and after she retired from State Farm Insurance she took care of some of them while
their mothers worked at their careers. In her final years, after she was widowed, she
invited a granddaughter and her six children to live in the home with her, thus continuing to
have young ones surrounding her with their love.

Marilyn developed a hobby of scrapbooking in her later years, and created many beautiful
books. She made many wonderful books depicting in pictures and narration the life of
whomever she was honoring. The best gift to give her was more scrapbooking supplies, a
box of photographs, and the request for her to put together another scrapbook about the
life of someone in the family. She organized a Paulsen Family History and had copies
printed for all family members to learn more about their ancestors and loved ones.
Marilyn felt blessed to see all four of her children married in the temple. She was so glad
to have them and their children living close by in Cache and Box Elder counties where she
could visit with them often. Marilyn loved to host backyard parties for the family in the
summer, as well as big Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas parties at the church during
the colder months.
Marilyn was preceded in death by her husband Don, her father and mother, one grandson,
and a great-granddaughter.
She is survived by her four children, Jeanette (Kent) Baker of Providence, Linda (Lynn)
Chadwick of Logan, Mike (Vicky) Paulsen of Tremonton, and Jennifer (Brad) Shelley of
Nibley, her three siblings, 18 grandchildren and 20 great-grandchildren.
A graveside service will be held on Saturday, May 16, 2020 at 11:00am, with a viewing
before the graveside service at the cemetery from 10-10:45 a.m. which may be viewed
through the Zoom link on the Allen-Hall Mortuary webpage.
Interment will be in the Providence Cemetery in River Heights.

Cemetery
Providence Cemetery
800 East 400 South
River Heights, UT,

Comments

“

Dear family of Sister Marilyn Paulsen,
Bob and I were very saddened to hear of Marilyn’s passing. What a rock she was!
She had definitely built her foundation on the Savior and his restored gospel. Her
entire life rotated around her love for the Savior and her family. She served faithfully
in the Primary, where every child in the ward hoped to be in her class. If they were
not in her class, they would stop by her room after for the small treat that she would
bring for any child, not just those in her little fold. She went the extra mile as a
teacher, making scrapbooks for each child in her class with pictures included from
their lessons and games and activities that continued to reinforce the gospel
principles taught. As I served as the Primary President, I knew that she easily knew
much more than I did, but she was very kind and encouraging as she guided myself
and my counselors along. And she did it all with a twinkle in her eye, a bit of humor
and a chuckle.
She did well at keeping things in perspective - the eternal perspective. Whether it be
the child running the halls during Primary, or dealing with the more difficult things that
come with living life, she had a firm testimony and love for our Heavenly Father and
His Son, Jesus Christ. And she never gave that up!
We are so grateful to have been neighbors for many years. So grateful to have felt
her circle of love and light in our lives. She has been a blessing in so many lives.
May you feel her near when you need her. May you remember times with her with
happiness. We pray that you will receive comfort and tender mercies in the days
ahead.
We love you, Bob and Mary Ann Henke
Mexico Ciudad Juárez Mission

Mary Ann Henke - May 22 at 07:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album Graveside Service video

Scott - May 18 at 11:51 AM

“

My Aunt Marilyn was always cheerful and welcoming. As a child, my family spent
holidays with the Paulsen’s and my grandparents who lived next door.
My aunts house was always full of energy with people and pets in abundance. It was
an active place with children playing, and my aunt working on her latest projects of
canning, sewing, gardening....My Aunt Marilyn was a positive person finding the

good in others, and the wisdom of seeing the silver lining in difficult times. The two
things I will miss most about my Aunt Marilyn are her annual Christmas letters, and
her sing song voice that reminded me so much of my grandmother Johnson.
My deepest sympathy to her family.
Carleen Johnson
Carleen Johnson - May 16 at 02:08 PM

“

Marilyn worked as a Secretary for many years at State Farm Insurance. She was a
wonderful secretary and was like a second mother to me when I started employment
there in 1981. I will always cherish the memories of Marilyn and the many
kindnesses she showed to all of her coworkers.

Jim Chambers - May 16 at 08:13 AM

“

I could share many memories of growing up with my only sister. Until I married in
1959 at the age 22, we were never apart. I left home with Marilyn after my junior year
of high school to live with her and work in Casper, Wyoming. Her family will be
familiar with a spiritual experience we shared wherein we were warned and protected
by our Heavenly Father. We served local missions together in Casper before moving
to Utah. Marilyn lived a life of service and love for her family and others. She has
been a great example to me. I look forward to being with her again. Ruth Eloise
Johnson Jackson

Ruth Eloise Johnson Jackson - May 15 at 03:56 PM

“

7 files added to the album Grandma Paulsen

Jennifer Shelley - May 15 at 03:00 PM

“

Carl Johnson Family purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Marilyn Paulsen.

Carl Johnson Family - May 15 at 11:42 AM

“

We will miss Marilyn, she was a great friend to our family. Our children all had her as
a primary teacher. She was one of the best! They still have a primary notebook to
remember her by. She was a great example of serving and bearing the burdens of
others. She always did this with a happy, positive and kind heart. We will remember
her for her love, patience and cheerful disposition.
Love, Alan and Leslie Rigby

Alan Rigby - May 14 at 10:37 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Marilyn Paulsen.

May 14 at 06:29 PM

