Marjorie Reese Johnson Call
March 6, 1931 - March 26, 2020

Marjorie Reese Johnson Call was born on March 6, 1931, in Smithfield, Utah, to Athen
Lowell Reese and Jessie Smith Reese. To pay the doctor’s home delivery fees, her father
sold his new Model A Ford - but as Marjorie was of much greater value, the deal was the
best exchange the family ever made. Her parents and older siblings, Grant and LuDene,
welcomed their new baby with open arms.
“Good natured, almost to a fault,” as her father described her, Marjorie scattered sunshine
wherever she went, making friends, loving others, and being loved in return. She very
much enjoyed her school years and graduated from North Cache High School in 1949,
having served as student body secretary. She continued her education at Utah State
University.
Music was in Marjorie’s soul, and she played the piano and sang beautifully (particularly in
harmony with her alto voice). She was a member of the Singing Mothers and, in later
years, the Logan Towne Singers and the Northern Utah Chorale Society, singing in New
York City, Rio de Janeiro, and Europe. That love of music was passed down to her
children and grandchildren.
While growing up, Marjorie developed tender feelings for Lorenzo Gail Johnson, the boy
next door, who returned her affections wholeheartedly. After Gail served a two-year
mission for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to Virginia and North Carolina,
they married in the Logan Temple on October 11, 1951. Nine months and two days later,
they welcomed twin daughters, Sheri Ann and Teri Lyn, to their family, followed thereafter
by a daughter, Maureen, and two sons, Jeffrey Lorenzo and Kelly Lowell.
Marjorie delighted in being a wife and a mother. While raising their family, she and Gail
took every opportunity to enjoy educational experiences and fun adventures together. With
Logan as their home base, they lived in many different states, including Michigan, Texas,
Oregon, Missouri, and Hawaii, making lifelong friends and good memories wherever they
went. Marjorie had a passion for travel, and over the course of her life she was able to

travel to every continent but one.
As her children married and started families of their own, Marjorie rejoiced in her role as
grandmother, loving each grandchild “Like. . .” as she often said, “you can’t believe.” Her
ever-expanding family soon grew to 22 grandchildren, all of whom have precious
memories with Grandma, including sleepovers, hugs, laughter, and trips to Bear Lake and
Lake Powell, where, as she would say, “A good time was had by all.”
Marjorie’s hands were always busy serving others. Some of the family’s greatest treasures
are afghans crocheted by Marjorie. Each child and grandchild received one of these
afghans (a total of 27), and a picture display on a wall in her home of each one holding
their individual afghan read, “A Family Stitched Together With Love Seldom Unravels.”
Marjorie and Gail were faithful members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and served in a variety of callings. Some of their favorites included being Temple
Square missionaries from 1993-1994 and serving in the Washington D.C. Temple Mission
from 2002-2003. They also kept happily busy as officiators in the Logan Temple for many
years. Marjorie had a deep and abiding faith in Jesus Christ and lived as a true disciple.
After nearly 58 years of a beautiful marriage, Marjorie’s sweetheart, Gail, passed away
from cancer in 2009 - a devastating loss. But Marjorie bore her grief with her customary
grace and enjoyed spending time with her family. Love blessed Marjorie’s life a second
time as she once again fell for the “boy next door,” and she married her longtime neighbor
and friend, Jay Call, on June 18, 2011. Jay brought great happiness and comfort to
Marjorie during their nine years of marriage, and her family is thankful to him for all of the
love and tender care he gave to her.
Marjorie passed away on March 26, 2020, in Hyrum, Utah, at the age of 89 from issues
incident to age. She was surrounded by her children and her husband. Marjorie is
preceded in death by her parents, Athen Lowell and Jessie Smith Reese; her siblings,
LuDene Reese Poulsen and Grant Lowell Reese; and her first husband, Lorenzo Gail
Johnson. She is survived by her second husband, Jay Wood Call, and her children: Sheri
(David) Davis; Teri (Bill) Mortensen; Maureen (Gene) Higham; Jeffrey (RuthMae) Johnson;
and Kelly (Sharon) Johnson. Marjorie also leaves behind 22 grandchildren and 59 greatgrandchildren.
Because of the current Coronavirus pandemic, a private virtual funeral for Marjorie will be
held via Zoom Video Communications on April 3, 2020. Interment will be in the Logan
Cemetery. Marjorie’s passing leaves a great void in our family, and we will all miss her

terribly. Her faith, optimism, love, and sense of adventure (“Let’s do it!”) will live in our
hearts, sustaining us until we see her again.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Humanitarian Department
for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in their efforts to assist those impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Comments

“

Dear family of Marjorie
I had the privilege of getting to know Marjorie when Gail served in a student
Bishopric on campus. She was a beautiful lady and I will always remember what a
beautiful spirit she had of our Father In Heaven. My thoughts and condolences go
out to all of you.
Shirlene Rawlins

Shirlene Rawlins - April 09, 2020 at 07:51 PM

“

Elaine and I express our sincere condolences to Jay and Marjorie's loved ones. We
are certain they will miss this wonderful woman. We knew Marjorie when she lived at
the Pioneer Valley Lodge and enjoyed her sweet smile. We look forward to the day
when she will be reunited through Christ resurrection. We know she found great joy
in family and the promises God made with her to keep her family together forever.
Thank you for allowing us to be with and serve you. Chris and Elaine Nelson.

Chris Nelson - April 07, 2020 at 03:48 PM

“

My mother had an un-wavering devotion and an un-wavering love for the Savior.
When the Savior said, “Love one another”, my mother responded, “I can do that!.”
“Love one another” became her guiding principle in all things. “Love one another” is
what she did. “Love one another” is who she was.
I will not say that Mom spent years in service. I will not say she spent countless
hours in service. To be accurate, Mom spent her whole life in service.
Mom had no hidden agenda or personal motive. She had no thought of personal
reward or recognition. Her motivations were pure and completely without guile. She
was sweet. She was innocent, childlike, and Christlike. She was a beautiful, beautiful
person with a beautiful spirit.
Mom’s mother, Jessie Reese, died shortly after Mom had given birth to Sheri and
Teri. By all accounts, Jessie too was a loving woman. Mom used to say to us all the
time, “You would have loved her.” It was difficult for Mom that her children did not
know her own loving mother.
For many years now, I have been very grateful that my children did know my loving
mother. They knew her well. They have seen in their grandmother, a truly Christlike
person.
For those who wish to know Marge better, study the scriptures. Look for the
gentleness of the gospel in the scriptures. Look for the tenderness of the Savior in
the scriptures. When you have done this, you will understand the true gentle nature
on my mother.

I heard a beautiful quote from Mary Lee Hall that I would like to share.
If I should die, and leave you here awhile
Be not like others sore undone, who keep
Long vigils by the silent dust and weep.
For my sake, turn again to life, and smile,
Nerving thy heart and trembling hand to do
Something to comfort weaker hearts than thine.
Complete these dear unfinished tasks of mine,
And I, perchance, may therein comfort you!
Kelly Johnson - April 03, 2020 at 12:14 AM

“

Maureen, I am so sorry for the loss of your mother. My memories of her were of a
very kind and happy person. she always had a smile on her face. We had some good
conversations during the time we were dating. She always welcomed me into your
home with love. Looks like March 26th is a sad day for us both. My mother in law
passed away at our home in Syracuse last Thursday night. She turned 98 the day
before and her services are tomorrow at the Brigham City cemetery. Hope you and
your family are doing well during this time. Please tell your sisters and brothers hello
from me and thanks for all the good memories we shared. Brad Larsen

Brad Larsen - April 02, 2020 at 09:16 PM

“

Marj and Gail were dear friends. Gail and I worked in the same department at USU.
We were glad when Marj became Marjorie Call. That was a great match for both of
them.
Condolences to all of the family. Great reunions are occuring in the life after this life.
Jay and Jane Monson

Jay and Jane Monson - April 02, 2020 at 01:36 PM

“

Dear Teri and Shari, it is hard to bear the passing of a mother, especially in the world in
turmoil that we have now. She lives on in her children as you both have the Christlike
attributes that you mentioned in the obituary. My heartfelt sympathies go out to you in this
trying time. Love, Sue Machen
susan machen - April 03, 2020 at 09:48 AM

“

Marjorie was such a beautiful, gracious and loving person. She was in my Mariner
Merrill DUP camp.
My parents, Francis and Bernice Baugh, were friends with your Mom and Dad. My
parents served in the temple with them and served right after them as missionaries
on Temple Square.
Alice Mae Lemon (Baugh)

Alice Mae Lemon - April 02, 2020 at 03:18 AM

“

What a beautiful lady Sister Johnson! Bless you all in celebrating her life. Sending
my love.
Lezlee Hales Monroe

lezlee monroe - April 01, 2020 at 06:56 PM

“

So very sorry for your great loss. You were there for me when I lost my sister. I truly
appreciate your thoughtfulness at that time. I hope you and your family will continue
to feel your Mothers love through all the memories you have shared. Love The
Adolphson’s Dic and Pearl

Pearl Adolphson - April 01, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Tom Lightfoot - April 01, 2020 at 02:16 PM

“

We were saddened to learn of Marg's passing. She was and is one of our best
friends and a most admired person. Her concern for others reflects her Christ like
qualities as a daughter of God. We have many happy memories of our association
with she and Jay. After leaving Logan we had the opportunity to return periodically for
appointments. Our trips back to Cache Valley gave us the opportunity to have a brief
visit with she and Jay. These are special memories.
Our condolences to Jay and to both families for your great loss.
Tom and Marlene Lightfoot
Layton, Utah

Tom Lightfoot - April 01, 2020 at 01:21 PM

“

I had the honor to know Marjorie. She had such a warm and genuine personality and
always made others feel loved. The world will be a little less brighter without her.

Brenda M. Anthony - April 01, 2020 at 10:22 AM

