Marva Lou Olsen Richardson
December 11, 1931 - May 14, 2020

Our mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, and great-great grandmother, Marva, age
88, passed away on May 14, 2020 at Cache Valley Assisted Living in Providence, Utah,
with her family at her side.
She was born December 11, 1931 in Hyrum, Utah. She was one of 13 siblings born to
Fred Hilary and Ruby Olsen. At the age of 17, she married Gerald Wallace Richardson
and moved to Cache Junction, Utah. Gerald’s mother, Afton, managed The Cache
Junction Café (The Beanery) for Union Pacific Railroad until her passing in 1965 at which
point Gerald and Marva took over management. They managed The Beanery until it was
torn down by the railroad in 1986. When they took over management, Mom was anxious
to draw more customers and make her mark in the business. She introduced her famous
homemade cinnamon rolls and cheese soup, they quickly became favorites to the
customers. These add-ons to the menu became as famous as their shrimp, pies,
homemade fries, and dinner rolls. Due to their restaurant, Marva and Gerald knew many
people from the valley and beyond.
Mom was a very social person and loved her community as well as meeting new people.
She cared immensely for all of their employees. Anyone who knew Marva, absolutely
loved her. Running the restaurant ended up being the perfect fit and lifestyle for her. She
loved living in her little railroad town and was very active in the community. She enjoyed
many activities including PTA, Cub Scouts, bowling, DUP, Literary club, Relief Society, and
many more. She was an active member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints
and enjoyed her many callings. On top of all her clubs, she also took many classes such
as oil painting, embroidery, and upholstery. Her hobbies included sewing, knitting, quilting,
puzzles, cross words, and playing with her grandchildren.
Mom always made time for her grandchildren and they all absolutely loved and adored
her. She enjoyed taking them places and doing whatever would make them happy. If they
ever became bored, she would quickly create something for them to do such as fishing,
fool’s gold hunting along the train tracks, crafts, arrowhead hunting, coloring, toad
catching, etc. She was the very best at telling bed-time stories and this became very
routine and expected when any of the grandkids slept over.
After The Beanery was torn down and Dad passed away in 1994, she went on to work for

Needham Jewelers as a bookkeeper, The Book Table as a clerk, and later on for Herff
Jones before finally retiring. Mom was an inspiration to her children and grandchildren and
all the lives she touched. Her friendly and intelligent confidence was contagious as well as
her non-stop energy and love for life. She will be greatly missed and forever loved!
Marva is survived by her three children; Lisa (Jeff – deceased) Ford, Lana (Gene –
deceased) Pleisch, and Chris (Cynthia) Richardson. Six Grandchildren; Jennifer
Anderson, William Pleisch (Tori), Cody Ford, Misty (Eric) Murray, Beau Richardson, and
Gracie Richardson. Six Great-Grandchildren; Paige Anderson, Sophia, Macie, Mason,
Noah, and Freya. And one Great-Great-Grandchild, Oakley. Four siblings; Iris Andrews,
Marian McFarland Gerard, Sondra Alvis, and Paul Olsen. As well as numerous nephews
and nieces.
Graveside services will be held on Wednesday, May 20, 2020, beginning at 11:30 a.m. in
the Newton City Cemetery. We ask that everyone attending the service please wear a
mask and practice social distancing.

Comments

“

To the Richardson Family;
We have many fond memories of your mother, her wonderful smile, she looked like
“A million bucks” next to all the diamonds at Needhams. She always had such style.
She dropped off Holiday Treats, for both my sons, when they were so young, they
both called her “Grandma Richardson”. Yes she was Mack’s grandma too!!! She
loved that. Her favorite gifts were always the awesome books, she would find. We
have quite a collection from her.
I remember her awesome Beanery cooking, I could never get enough.
She always gave her all to everyone else, but herself, I really admired that about her,
and always inspire to be like her.
Beau loved her so much, and called her GRAM!!He has wonderful memories of
Cache Junction, I know he will always remember her.
Beau will honor his Grandma, by carrying her casket. I wish we could be there, but
both Mack and I have to work, so we wish we could be there.
We Love you, Marva
Beau, Mack & Kristine

KRISTINE HARRIS - May 19 at 03:10 PM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Marva Lou Olsen Richardson.

May 18 at 08:05 PM

“

I am a distant cousin of Marva and grew up in the same ward with her. My mother
and her father were first cousins. I am about 8 ½ months older, therefore, it is easy to
visualize our closeness. However, we were a grade apart in school. Her early
marriage separated me from most later relations with her. Although I did not have
any one on one activities with her, we rubbed shoulders with each other in ward
activities, school activities and in Olsen family reunions. On one occasion I visited
her in the Cache Junction Café. I always held the family in high esteem. I honor her

for her contributions to her family, the Church, the community and to the country in
general.
I was a Norwegian Missionary and have visited the Olsen family residences in
Norway and some distant kinsmen on several occasions. This gave me a better
understanding of the family background and why they turned out the way they did.
Don H Smith
Don H Smith - May 18 at 02:52 PM

“

Marva was a sweet wonderful aunt that was always thoughtful and giving. She
worked very hard, and I remember though tired, she’d still make the effort and take
the time to come to all of the get-togethers. I’ll always remember her infectious laugh,
beautiful smile, and yummy cinnamon rolls.
With Love Julie Johnson

Julie McFarland Johnson - May 18 at 02:00 PM

“

It was always a special treat to go to eat at the Beanery, especially Aunt Marva's cinnamon
rolls! I truly don't remember a time when Marva didn't have a smile on her face. She will be
missed. Sending love and comfort to all of her family.
Love, Jeanne Fernandez
Jeanne Fernandez - May 18 at 08:14 PM

“

My deepest condolences to the Richardson family upon the passing of your mother. I hope
that you may find comfort in knowing that the kindness that Marva showed me in my
younger years is still with me today. Shawn Lott
shawn lott - May 19 at 03:36 AM

