Matthew David Hillyard
March 1, 1975 - January 4, 2018

Our beloved Matthew David Hillyard passed away peacefully in his home in Logan, Utah
on January 4, 2018 due to congestive heart failure. He was 42 years old. He is survived
by his parents, Lyle and Alice Thorpe Hillyard and his siblings and their spouses: Carrie
and John Crockett of El Dorado Hills, California; Lisa and Brent Robinson of Centerville,
Utah; Holly and Kleet Barclay of Augusta, Georgia; and Todd and Julie Hillyard of Camas,
Washington. He was the uncle to 19 nieces and nephews.
Matt was born March 1, 1975 in Logan where he lived throughout his life, but his influence
reached far beyond Cache Valley. Everyone Matt met was then considered his friend and
his giant heart easily attracted countless people to him. All who knew Matt saw pure
charity in action. Besides people, Matt loved peanut butter milkshakes, bowling,
cheesecake, birthdays, Karaoke and mini golf. All of his immediate family members and
many extended family and friends could expect a birthday call from Matt every year
without fail. Matt also loved music and theater and could be found at any performance to
which he could talk his parents or anyone else into taking him.
A highlight in Matt’s life was attending Logan City Schools where he made many friends
among both teachers and students while he worked to receive a certificate of completion.
After which, his employment was sorting mail at Utah State University Distribution and at
Hillyard, Anderson and Olsen for over 20 years. Matt was an Honorary member of the
Utah State Legislature and an Honorary Patrol Officer with the Utah Highway Patrol. He
was also recognized as the Best Supporter of USU College of Fine Arts.
Matt was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He loved attending
the Young Men’s program in his ward and took very seriously his responsibility to serve as
priesthood chorister, helping to ensure that Christmas songs were sung year round. He
also loved to assist with the sacrament each Sunday.
Funeral services are under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary and will be held Saturday,
January 13, at 1:00 p.m. at the Logan East Stake Center on 1450 East 1500 North,

Logan, Utah. Friends may visit the family at viewings on Friday, January 12, from 6 to 8
p.m. at Allen-Hall Mortuary on 34 East Center Street, Logan, Utah, and before the funeral
on Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Stake Center.
The family would like to thank the many people who showed kindness to Matt throughout
his life and the many medical professionals involved in his care over the years for their
magnificent service and loving care. In lieu of flowers, please consider making financial
contributions to the Matthew David Hillyard Endowment Scholarship
(http://www.usu.edu/hillyard), which provides scholarship money for students pursing
special education degrees at USU. We would love to hear your stories about Matt. Please
consider sharing at the Matt Hillyard Facebook page.

Comments

“

Dear Lyle and Alice,
We send our love to you as we remember the joy that Matthew brought into the
world. As we think back when he was just a few years old and many people in our
neighborhood journeyed to Arches National Park, everyone wanted to carry Matt as
we hiked along the trails. Our son, John, talks of how Matt always joined in playing
with Todd and his friends at your home. He always welcomed me as your visiting
teacher into your home. His enthusiasm for leading Christmas carols throughout the
year is commendable. As your home is quieter without Matt, remember all the
happiness that he brought to so many individuals.
We love you and commend you as parents for providing so many opportunities for
Matt. We also miss having you as neighbors. We apologize for the tardiness of our
condolences, but the news seems to have traveled rather slowly to us.
With love and sympathy,
Bart and Kathleen Cardono

Kathleen Cardon - February 02, 2018 at 07:28 PM

“

Alice and Lyle, As I hope you both know, I have admired both of you for so many
years.
I especially admire how you have shared Matt with everyone and have been so
awesome. Lyle, i still have fond memories when you lived up the hill from me and we
danced at MIA dances.
My thoughts are with you in your loss.
Marge Seeholzer

Marge Seeholzer - January 24, 2018 at 04:14 PM

“

Alice and Lyle, We will miss Matt’s friendly greeting and happy ways. He indeed
made a difference in the lives of all the people who knew him. Our prayers are with
you as you move forward with your lives without him. We look forward to seeing him
in the next life. He will be a very influential person there, also. With love and
admiration for all the care and love you gave him---Rich & Glenna Boyce

Rich and Glenna Boyce - January 14, 2018 at 09:38 PM

“

Dear Hillyards,
We were saddened to learn of our enthusiastic Matts passing. He was such a
friendly, warm, and likable person who always gave us a hearty hug and handshake.
We will miss him dearly and extend our condolences, love and sympathy to you all.
-Mel and Janet Mecham and family

Janet Mecham - January 13, 2018 at 07:56 PM

“

Lyle and Alice: It was always a joy to meet Matthew at various occasions, which you
always encouraged him to attend and be with people. He was so outgoing and
refreshing
to talk to. This may make a hole in your lives, but you have had him to bless you for
over 40 years, and he will continue to be with you always. Carolyn and John Cragun
It might be interesting to you to know that our son is involved with a charity called
JUMP
THE MOON which provides artistic experiences and venues for special needs
individuals.

Carolyn Cragun - January 13, 2018 at 02:11 PM

“

Sapphire Skies Bouquet was purchased for the family of Matthew David Hillyard.

January 12, 2018 at 06:17 PM

“

I loved Matt - It was a privilege to work and play with Matt as I served as Infant
Specialist at the Exceptional Child Center (CPD) and later as classroom teacher - He
taught his teachers and inspired all with his absolute love of life and joy in making
friends and helping others smile - Matt was an angel on earth -

Connie Morgan - January 12, 2018 at 02:14 PM

“

Dear Lyle and Alice,
I am deeply saddened to learn of Matt's passing. He was such a joy to know. He
spread sunshine and love wherever he went. Thank you for bringing him to the
Capitol and sharing him with us. He brightened many difficult days. I will miss him
and his sweet, pure, guileless spirit. My love and prayers are with you.
Karen Morgan

Karen W Morgan - January 12, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

347 files added to the album LifeTributes

Allen-Hall Mortuary - January 12, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Dear Alice and Lyle,
One of my fondest memories of Matt is that long after he was out of school,he always
had a hug for his former teachers. It was always a pleasure to see him at musical
events of all types in our community. He made my life happier and I will miss him. My
condolences to you and your family.
Sarah Rule Salzberg

Sarah Salzberg - January 11, 2018 at 08:39 PM

“

Dear Alice and Lyle,
Lou and I were so saddened to learn of the loss of the world's most dear people.
Matt has been a friend to us for almost 30 years. His friendship was unconditional
with friendship his only expectation. Matt was one of the special people and he had a
way of making all whom he contacted feel the same. Who he was told us all who you
two are and you will always have our admiration.
We will greatly miss our hugs from Matt. Chuck and Lou Gay

Chuck and Lou Gay - January 11, 2018 at 04:07 PM

“

Alice and Lyle:
Matthew D. Hilliard is a giant among us and has brought joy to our lives for 42 years.
Helit up a room with his presence and electrified all there through his kindness. The
state of Utah, Utah State University, Logan city and his neighborhood are all better
because of what Matt taught them.His determination to enjoy all things with his
parents and family left a lasting impression and an example to emulate. We will miss
him at ball games, concerts, church, dinners, and seeing him "run" the capitol
building. His honesty and loyalty are traits that are never forgotten. He cut a wide
swath and we are thrilled and honored to have basked in the sunlight that followed
him. WE have loved how Matt's family remained so inclusive, especially Alice.
Ross and Kay Peterson.

Ross Peterson - January 11, 2018 at 03:23 PM

“

Dear Lyle and Alice,
We certainly want to add our heart felt condolences to those that have already been
offered. Our thoughts and prayers are with you during this time.
Larry and Lindi Miller

Larry W Miller - January 11, 2018 at 02:38 PM

“

Dear Lyle and Alice,
We were very saddened to learn of Matthew’s passing. We apologize for our slow
acknowledgement, but wanted to respond. Sometimes news, even important news
like this, travels slowly to our little part of the world here next to the desert.
Inevitable, that this event will visit each of us in the course of our lives. When, we
know not. Sad when comes. However, it is, after all, a glorious step in our eternity. I
assume that you, as a family have gathered around each other during this very
important time. That all have been taught lessons of life and shared many memories,
even with tears welling up in eye and lump in throat. All a sign of love. It is wonderful
that you are there to support one another and accept the great privilege and
responsibility of caring for Matt.
Years back, the day came that he, a miracle of miracles, entered into his mortality.
With him came great joy and happiness for his mother and father and so many
others. And thus, it has been. He has proven himself over the years as an honorable
son, a great brother, a true and kind friend and neighbor.
He has a wonderful work ethic, charisma and charm. Nobleness and dignity are his
to claim. A stalwart in keeping the faith and progressing its cause. He has been an
icon, and an example of perseverance to so many. But most of all, he must be
gratified and content for the person he has become. He is the epitome of Celestial
Manhood. He was, indeed, an Angel amongst us!
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Memories have become vivid as we think
back and remember our good friend, Matt. Bless you all!
With humble respect, Spencer & Anita Cranney . . . . . . . . . North Las Vegas, NV

Cranney - January 11, 2018 at 01:30 PM

“

Dear Lyle and Alice, I am so sorry to her of your dear Matt's passing. Two of our
friends have lost children this week; I can't imagine how hard it must be. I know how
proud you were of your good boy; he was always so sweet, polite and kind whenever
I saw him. My love and sincere sympathy,
Nancy Hammond

Nancy Hammond - January 11, 2018 at 04:10 AM

“

So saddened to hear of Matt's passing. My life was enriched by time spent in the
Hillyard home. What a great family! Matt was always a joy. He taught me how to say
"dirty pig" in sign language. :) My thoughts are with you at this time.

Debbie Dever Olson - January 10, 2018 at 06:42 PM

“

Hi,you would not know me but i worked at logan regional for many years,from 1995
to 2011,Matthew was such a fun patient to care for and what a cute sense of humor!I
know you will miss you're precious boy.my condolances

kim moore - January 10, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

I’m glad I could say I know Matt. It didn’t matter if I saw him at the USU mail room or
at the local store or at the Capital, Matt always had a smile and was caring about
those around him. He was definitely a light in this world

Marla Nef - January 10, 2018 at 12:03 AM

“

I think Matt paid more attention to me when I was in uniform. I think he was a trooper
at heart. Condolences to you and your family.
Claron Brenchley

Claron Brenchley - January 09, 2018 at 05:27 PM

“

Matt was a very special person. He gave hugs and love 365 days of year. We will
miss his Smile and Sweet Spirit. Thank you for the privilege of knowing your Sweet
Spirit
Darla D. Clark

Darla D. Clark - January 09, 2018 at 12:17 AM

“

We are thankful that we knew Matt those many years in our old neighborhood. What
a pleasant, happy guy he was. Our prayers are with you and your family in your time
of sorrow. May you feel God's love.
Antone & Marilyn Bringhurst

Marilyn Bringhurst - January 08, 2018 at 09:35 PM

“

He was a true delight to know. Thank you for sharing him with us

Glenna Markey - January 08, 2018 at 07:25 PM

