R Paul Larsen
October 5, 2021

R. Paul Larsen died of heart failure on October 5, 2021, in Fairfield Village, Layton, Utah.
Honesty and hard work were the principles Paul Larsen always instilled in his four
children. Even as many of his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren greeted him
the last couple of days, he kept up his humorous, gregarious personality.
Paul’s work ethic began young. At age 6, he was milking cows on the family farm in
Vineyard, Utah. “Here comes old icy fingers.” he could hear the cows muttering as he
entered the barn on winter mornings.
Paul was born in Vineyard, Utah, on December 1, 1926, to Ariel and Vera Austin Larsen,
the second of five children. Among Paul’ s most memorable times as a youth were trips
with his Grandpa Parley Austin selling produce in the Midwest. Parley Austin told many
stories about walking to Utah before the railroad.
Paul’s dream was to become the best dairy farmer in Utah, until his high school
agricultural teacher and mentor, Wes Soulier, guided him towards a career in horticulture.
“I decided it was lot easier to pick apples in September than it was to milk cows all winter,
so I switched majors.”
Paul often refers to his years in the Merchant Marines and hauling troops from the South
Pacific. He saw many tears as their ship sailed under the Golden Gate Bridge.
Then it was off to Utah State Agricultural College, where he received a bachelor’s degree
in 1950, and he married his high school sweetheart and Orem’s Centennial Queen, Lorna
Anderson, in 1948. Her work at the Logan Woolworth’s helped pay for his schooling.
Paul received an M.S. degree in horticulture in 1951 from Kansas State University in
Manhattan, where their first daughter was born. The Korean War took the family to
Virginia, South Carolina, and Alaska, while he served as a quartermaster officer in the
Army.

After receiving a Ph.D. in horticulture from Michigan State University, East Lansing, in
1955, he served on the horticultural and extension faculty there until 1968. Three of Paul
and Lorna’s four children were born during their Michigan years.
After 14 years as the superintendent of Washington State University’s Tree Fruit Research
Station in Wenatchee, Paul returned to Utah State University in 1982 as Vice President of
Extension and Continuing Education, a position he held for ten years.
Both in Wenatchee and Logan, Paul participated in a number of service activities. He was
president of Rotary in both Wenatchee and Logan. He was chairman of Wenatchee’s 80th
Anniversary celebration, Vice President of Columbia River Orchards, and President of the
American Society for Horticultural Science.
After retirement, they developed close friends by helping to re-develop the apple industry
In Lebanon and Macedonia. Paul and Lorna also loved to take cruises around the world.
Paul has published hundreds of articles. His monthly column in the American Fruit
Grower, “Out on a Limb” also became the title of his autobiography “My life out on a Limb”.
Paul was a lifelong member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and held
many church positions throughout his life and developed numerous close friendships.
Paul’s beloved wife of 67 years, Lorna, passed away in 2017. He is survived by four
children, Nanette Dunford (Jack), Fremont, California, Peggy Rinehart (Mark), Bountiful,
Utah, Mark Larsen (Connie), San Diego, California, and Cindy Bennett (Keith), Layton,
Utah. He is also survived by 14 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren. He is preceded
in death by his parents, his brothers Austin and Dean, and his sisters, Genniel Dixon and
Ruth Escher, and by a daughter-in-law, Kelly Smitheram Larsen.
Family and friends are invited to a viewing for Paul Larsen on Saturday, October 23, from
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at Allen-Hall Mortuary, 34 East Center St., Logan, Utah. A short
service will follow. Burial will take place in the Logan City Cemetery. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Paul and Lorna Larsen 4-H and FFA Scholarship, Utah
State University.
Livestream services are available at the following link, password "Larsen": https://us02we
b.zoom.us/j/81291201348?pwd=d3YrVEJPSjVPdElxUDM0YkkrSEhuQT09
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Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Allen Mortuaries - October 23, 2021 at 07:11 PM

“

We love you and enjoyed our time together when you visited Samoa. Thank you for
being a great example and a man of God. We will cherish the memories we have
made. ALofa tele atu. Ropeti and Farrah Lesa

farrah lesa - October 23, 2021 at 05:27 PM

“

Paul and Lorna were our back door neighbors for many years. Paul was always
ready with something to say that would make you laugh and always so sweet. His
face just said “I’m your friend”. Since the day Lorna died the first thing he would say
when we asked how he was doing was “Well I’d rather be with Lorna, but other than
that I’m pretty good”. It warmed our hearts just to see him and hear him laugh. We
have missed him since he moved to Fairfield.
Becki Crane

rebecca crane - October 23, 2021 at 10:32 AM

“

I loved Paul Larsen. What a man!
Visiting with Paul and Lorna in their home was always a treat. And Paul's selfdepreciating humor was beyond wonderful. We laughed a lot. I loved that Lorna had
to interrupt him frequently with an "Oh Paul!". I used to tell Paul that while I liked him
a lot, I really like Lorna much more. He understood that completely. Visiting with Paul
and Lorna was always an uplifting experience for me. I often cried with laughter. I
really don't understand why there are any problems in the world, because Paul and I
were pretty certain that we had solved them all...especially as we walked along the
canal together, in his later years.
Paul's expertise related to apples was legend; he was an internationally recognized
expert. Since we had purchased a home close to the Larsens, which was surrounded
by 20+ apple trees, we thought Paul's knowledge might be really useful. But not so
much.
We had three different apple varieties in our orchard. but there was one tree which
was different...we thought it might be a Macintosh. So we invited Paul Larsen to offer
his expert opinion. He examined the tree and its fruit and declared..."it's an Apple
tree!". Thinking that Paul was just being his smart self I said. "Yes Paul...we know it's
an apple tree...but what variety?". Again he said "It's an apple tree Tony"...it's a
generic apple tree." Paul was always using big words around me, so I had to confess
that I did not understand. It was then that Paul explained the "facts of life" regarding
apples.
Our apple tree was apparently a volunteer; its fruit would always be a generic
apple...of no specific variety. The only way to replicate a specific variety of apple was
to graft a shoot from that specific apple tree to a generic apple root stock. The seed
from an apple would not replicate itself. There must be a lesson in there somewhere.
It may be that, as great a the children of Paul and Lorna may be...and I kind of like
them too...there was probably no way to replicate anyone quite as unique and
special as Paul Larsen.
The fact that Paul is now reunited with his Lorna, is possibly the most marvelous
"fact of life" that any of us can consider.
With much love and respect.
Tony and Kathie Wegener

Tony Wegener - October 20, 2021 at 06:49 PM

“

I knew him as Dan's grandpa. He was a great guy and fed hungry college students
often. We really enjoyed times spent with him and Lorna
Family Friend Tyler Olsen

Ty Olsen - October 11, 2021 at 11:56 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of R Paul Larsen.

October 08, 2021 at 01:21 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of R Paul Larsen.

October 08, 2021 at 11:03 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Peggy - October 07, 2021 at 07:07 PM

“

We loved and admired Paul and Lorna. They were such an outstanding couple and
did so much good for so many over their lifetime. We send our love and condolences
to the family.
Richard and Brenda Anthony
North Logan

Brenda Anthony - October 07, 2021 at 11:19 AM

