R Kent Wood
June 15, 1934 - October 1, 2020

Rulon Kent Wood, age 86, was born June 15, 1934 to Rulon Samuel and Zona Seegmiller
Wood in Cedar City, Utah and passed away peacefully on October 1, 2020 at his home in
Logan, Utah.
Kent had an idyllic childhood in Cedar City where he enjoyed fishing, hiking, skiing and
working on the family ranch. Upon graduation, he attended the University of Utah and
George Washington University. On September 13, 1957, Kent married his college
sweetheart, Joyce Ann Matley in the Salt Lake Temple. He is survived by his wife of 63
years, along with his children: Curtis (Lisa) Wood, Steven (Jenny) Wood, Carol (Kevin)
Allred, Rulon (Jennifer) Wood, and Kate (Scott) Draper. He is survived by 15
grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, his sister Ada Marie Jensen, and his brother
Stephen (Holly) Wood.
Always a proponent of education, Kent earned a B.A. degree (University of Utah), an M.A.
(University of Denver), an Ed.S. (Western Michigan University), an Ed.D. (Brigham Young
University), and a post doctorate (University of Oregon). His career began with teaching at
Santa Monica High School and ended as a professor after 35 years teaching at Utah State
University.
A lifetime member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, he served as Scout
Master, member of the Stake High Council, Bishop and temple ordinance worker in the
Logan Temple. He also had a great love for his ancestors and pioneer heritage.
Due to COVID-19 there will be a private family service prior to interment at the Spanish
Fork Cemetery.

Comments

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Kent's passing. He was one of my professors at USU
back in the early 80's when I left my teaching position in VT to pursue my Ed.S. He
was a good teacher and a kind man. My heart goes out to his family at this time.
Georgeanne E Bonifanti

Georgeanne E Bonifanti - October 09, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

Grateful for Kent’s life, service and example. Associated with in 20th ward, at USU
and at temple.
Clell and Virginia Bagley

clell and virginia bagley - October 06, 2020 at 07:40 PM

“

Joyce and Family,
Kent was a wonderful friend and colleague. We enjoyed our association at Utah
State and while the two of you served in the Logan Temple. Will miss seeing you
together in the temple.
What a blessing to be able to have the promise of being together when this life is
over. Kent will be welcomed on the other side of the veil by his many family, close
associates and friends who have gone before.
Thanks for sharing Kent with so many of us.
Glen and Kathy Jenson

Glen and Kathy Jenson - October 06, 2020 at 05:29 PM

“

Our deepest sympathies to Curt, Lisa and the entire Wood family. We feel very
blessed to have been able to meet Kent. He was a loving and caring family man that
will be missed by so many. We are sending our love.
Bobbie and Tom Wolff

Bobbie & Tom Wolff - October 05, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of R Kent Wood.

October 04, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

How we will miss you, our delightful neighbor of many years. We are here as Joyce
needs us. We love you, Rich and Jeri Collings

Jeri Collings - October 04, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of R Kent Wood.

October 04, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

Thinking of you, with love, Lara Piazza purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket
for the family of R Kent Wood.

Thinking of you, with love, Lara Piazza - October 04, 2020 at 12:10 PM

“

Connie, Bill and Donaldson family purchased the Be My Love Bouquet with Red
Roses for the family of R Kent Wood.

Connie, Bill and Donaldson family - October 03, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“

Riverside Ward purchased the Sweet Remembrance Spray for the family of R Kent
Wood.

Riverside Ward - October 03, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

The entire Broussard family in New Orleans would like to extend our deepest
condolences to everyone in the Wood family regarding the passing of Rulon Kent
Wood. We send our love and prayers, and our most profound gratitude for the
friendships and connections we share with your family.

Jarrod Broussard - October 03, 2020 at 03:16 PM

“

Lisa and Curtis, I am so sad to learn of your Dad's passing.
Keep all those good thoughts and memories with you forever.
Aloha, Kathleen

Kathleen Chapman - October 03, 2020 at 02:18 PM

“

My Father.

He was first and foremost a teacher. I can in no way guess just how many lives and
futures that my father guided and touched. I only know the influence he had on my
siblings and me. Being able to enjoy my sisters and brothers over the past few days I
only now am beginning to understand the many ways he shaped and guided our
lives. I'm so fortunate to have a father that was not only loving and supportive, but
also one that only wanted the greatest things in life for each of us and worked every
day, right up to the last to make sure we understood patience and love.

What a great and joyous reunion of family occurred early on the morning of October
1st of 2020. I can fully imagine the exhilaration and triumph my father felt as I picture
the scene as my father rode in yipping at the top of his lungs, waving that old straw
cowboy hat, galloping full tilt, standing high in the stirrups atop Robin, his ever faithful
little horse, racing up that eternally beautiful trail to the cabin where my grandfathers
and grandmothers were all waiting with open arms and featuring the best vittles ever
on the Top of the World, located deep in the the North West side of Paradise in that
old log cabin that was the safe and beautiful Mecca to us all.

Your flocks are all safe now Dad. You did the job better than anyone else could have
and we all feel you even now.

Yippie Ki Yay !!

'til we all meet again there Pops!
Curtis Wood - October 03, 2020 at 12:06 PM

“

I have known Kent/Bishop Wood for many years. I watched him raise his family along
with Joyce and serve as Bishop of my Logan 20th Ward. He did much for me during
a difficult time and will always be loved and appreciated by me and my family. He will
be missed. My condolences to Joyce and family. Dorothy Davis.

Dorothy Davis - October 03, 2020 at 10:19 AM

“

Kent was a great mentor to me when I worked at USU and then later as a student in
the Instructional Technology Department. Always kind with great words of wisdom. I
send my love and condolences to the Wood family. - Kevin Reeve

Kevin Reeve - October 03, 2020 at 10:09 AM

“

So very sad right now. We have treasured memories of being neighbors to the Wood
family for so many years! Bishop Wood was so loving, gentle and kind. I loved his
smile. He will truly be missed by so many. We send love and condolences to the
whole family! Dean and Linda Janes

Linda Janes - October 03, 2020 at 12:32 AM

“

It's difficult to bid farewell to someone with whom you have shared so many wonderful
memories, someone, who with his family, has made our days sunnier, our smiles brighter,
our laughter louder, and memories more precious. For well over 50 years we have spent
Christmas eve together as families, a tradition that is near and dear to all of our hearts.
Labor day was spent together playing as families on the shores of Bear Lake, great times
were shared as families in the wonderful 20th ward in Logan. We will miss those times
spent just reminiscing about our own growing up years, laughing until tears ran down our
cheeks. Kent loved his "Joycey," his family, and talking about his own memories of growing
up on the ranch in Cedar. Tender memories often brought tears which endeared him to us
all. We will miss Kent. How we love the Wood family. Cherish those precious memories you
all have of your Dad and Grandpa. They are a legacy of love. May you be blessed with
peace and comfort knowing it is just farewell for a time - not goodbye. Love, Gary and
Vernett
Vernett Jones - October 03, 2020 at 03:16 AM

