Reta Allen Spendlove
October 26, 1928 - October 14, 2020

Reta “Bright” Allen Spendlove was born on October 26, 1928, to Zola and Alfred Allen.
After a 12-year courageous and long journey of being bedridden, our beautiful and strongwilled Grandmother entered into her loving mother's arms on October 14, 2020.
Surrounded by both earthly and heavenly family members, she gave her all up until her
last breath.
Reta was born in Richmond and raised in Cove, UT. She was the oldest of Dennis Kay
and Jay Ellis Allen. She enjoyed her childhood and lived happily as she spent her days
adventuring around Cove with her many Allen cousins.
In 1946 Reta met her now eternal companion, Rex S. Spendlove. Grandpa wooed
Grandma their freshman year at BYU. Grandpa says that his fantastic jitterbug initially
caught Grandma's attention, but what really won her over was his long eyelashes and thin
frame. What she didn’t realize at the time was how much more there was to Grandpa than
just his handsome looks. And so their love story began.
During their 71 earthly years of marriage, together they raised one son and five daughters.
Grandpas schooling and employment took them cross-country to OH, CT, and CA before
returning and making their forever home in Cache Valley, UT. Once settled, Grandma
fiercely stood by Grandpa's side in all his work, and endless aspirational endeavors,
including the creation of Hyclone Laboratories.
A literal “Bright” star in the darkness; Grandma Reta touched hundreds of lives with her
compassion and selflessness. Her excellent and at times slightly irreverent humor and
quick wit ignited smiles and belly laughs that are impossible to forget. Grandma was often
called “Grandma Cuckoo” by her grandkids because she was always silly and surprising
them with her next joke or comment. She got her humor from Grandma Allen. It will be
terribly missed. The loss of Grandma is large but her release from her never-ending fight
and effort is wonderfully divine.

Her occasional toughness, (which the grandkids often referred to as her stubbornness or
sassiness) was experienced by most. While she likely intended for her occasional
toughness to come across as being firm or establishing that she was in charge, she ended
up teaching her grandkids to do the same thing right back to her. She likely didn’t expect
things to go that way but through this, she taught many of her loved ones to fight for what
is best and not to be afraid to use their voices. Even if they are a little bossy……. Many
laughs and great joy came from Grandma being “tough”.
Reta was preceded in death by her parents Alfred and Zola, her brother Dennis Allen, her
grandson Connor Braeden Murdock, and her great-granddaughters Grace Emery Falslev
and Hazel Mae Arnold. She is survived by her husband, Rex, and their 6 children, Cheri
(Steven) Murdock, Logan, Utah, Rex Alan (Sandra) Spendlove, Smithfield, Utah, Debbi
Spendlove, Logan, Utah, Lisa (Nicholas) Cornwell, Millville, Utah, Lori (John) Arnold,
Logan, Utah, Lillian (Salam) Awada, Logan, Utah, 22 grandchildren, 38 greatgrandchildren and her brother Jay Ellis (Susan) Allen, Round Rock, Texas.
Valentine's Day of 2008 Grandpa Spendlove wrote a love letter to his bride. The love they
shared both here in mortal existence and will forever share into the eternities is selfless,
pure, and Christlike. It is a love story unlike any other. We couldn’t think of a better way to
honor her beautiful legacy than to have Grandpa share just a small glimpse of who
Grandma truly was. Below is an excerpt from that love letter.
Dearest Reta,
I have given a great deal of thought to the great fortune I have in my eternal
companionship with a “choice handmaiden of the Lord”.
I feel you are the most attractive girl I ever dated. It has been said that if you love
someone you can see their beauty. I love you and I see your inner beauty; in addition, I
feel strongly that you are still very beautiful. What I didn’t appreciate, or consider very
much at the time were the many great qualities that you have.
As a mother and as a wife you have been completely selfless. You went without clothes
and other necessities, so you could give to the children and me. You excelled as a mother.
I know of no other mother who has been more concerned about the welfare of their
children.
Very few wives would go through what you have gone through to support their husbands.

We traveled across the country in the summer with little money in an old car that did not
have air conditioning, and we stayed in the oldest, cheapest and dirty motels. You were
willing to travel and live thousands of miles from your family.
I could write a book on the kinds of things to which you have been exposed. Few wives
would agree to do what you have done and you have supported me without complaining.
How could I not love you for being the person you are? Without your support, there would
not have been graduate school, the Spendlove Research Foundation, and many other
activities. Without your support, HyClone would not exist.
You are the most charitable person I know. I could go on with the many things you have
done for our children and for other friends. You do these kinds of things without any
thought that they will be recorded in the books kept in heaven.
Love,
Rex
A Celebration of Reta’s Life will be held on Monday, October 19, 2020, at 2:00 PM. She
will be buried in the Millville, UT cemetery. It is the place where she and Rex spent much
of their lives making their house a home. The celebration service will be streamed via
Zoom. You can access the link at www.allenmortuaries.net in her obituary. The link is
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86575911817?
pwd=VXB5TGVKSTNsaW5nOStPRXl5aU55Zz09 (password is Reta).
We would like you to help us honor our vibrant Grandmother Reta by asking you to share
a memory or note for us to compile a memory book. Please email your thoughts to her
granddaughter Mekenzi Falslev at Mekenzi.anne@gmail.com
Grandma, you served the Lord, your family, friends, and strangers faithfully and selflessly
for almost 92 years often without complaint, question, or an intention to receive anything in
return. While it is simply impossible to repay you for all you have done, it is one of the
highest honors that you chose us. We love you so much. Your legacy will live on forever
and continue to inspire and serve. We will see you “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Remembering Reta

Steve Murdock - October 24, 2020 at 06:48 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Steve Murdock - October 23, 2020 at 06:22 PM

“

Rex and family, Reta was a major influence in my life. She was the first adult who
treated me like an adult even though I was far from it. She was a friend and mentor,
generous, patient, kind and had a wonderful sense of humor. Always surrounded by
the angelic chorus of chihuahuas, kind of like a low altitude halo. Love, Stan
Andrews

Stanford Andrews - October 21, 2020 at 11:26 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Allen-Hall Mortuary - October 19, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Pink Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Reta Allen Spendlove.

October 19, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

I Have You In My Heart Plush Blanket was purchased for the family of Reta Allen
Spendlove.

October 18, 2020 at 07:14 PM

“

One of my most favourite memories is of Grandma singing “I’m too sexy for my shirt”
as she danced down the frozen food aisle at the grocery store.

Bracken - October 18, 2020 at 06:32 PM

“

My heart goes out to Rex and your family. Reta will be missed. I think the biggest
thing I think of with Reta is how she made me feel. And that is always loved. She is
such a thoughtful person. I remember going to visit her after I got married with Drew
and I said something like what do you think of Drew and she smiled and said well
you’re a younger Susan and a younger Ellis. So everything will be great. It meant a
lot to me. After my grandma passed away, she asked me what my favorite memory
was at grandmas house and I talked about the desk. It was set up in her house. And
then she had one of her kids deliver it to my house the next time they came. It meant
so much to me. And it still does. I still have that desk. I love you aunt Reta. And I can
only imagine the reunion between you and your parents and your brother. Thank you
for living a life of love and kindness.

Tami Lopez - October 18, 2020 at 03:20 PM

“

As many times as I've been to the Spendlove home for our Thursday science
meetings (a number of years) I never had the privilege of meeting Reta. She was
bedridden upstairs, and Rex would leave our meeting and faithfully go up to her
when needed. I still have on my bulletin board a picture and writeup from the Harold
Journal on their 70th wedding anniversary in May of last year. What a beautiful
couple! I am so sad for you, Rex, but I know Reta is now free of illness and in the
loving arms of many who have awaited her arrival. I Know I can speak for all of us
who have been in those Thursday meetings our deepest condolences for your pain
of loss. -- Ken Wright

Ken Wright - October 18, 2020 at 02:51 AM

“

Robert & Rhea Sidwell purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the family of Reta Allen
Spendlove.

Robert & Rhea Sidwell - October 17, 2020 at 10:48 PM

“

Rex, my heart goes out to you and your family. I know you have spent countless
hours seeing to the needs of your sweetheart, and her passing was difficult for you
and your family. You have set a special example for me as we enter those times in
our lives when loved ones need that special care.
Bob Sidwell

Robert Sidwell - October 17, 2020 at 10:37 PM

“

One of my favorite memories was going to grandmas every Sunday as a child,
seeing her walk around Roo as my earliest memory of her. Staying at her house
when siblings were born. The pool days and talking with her. Her being patient and
kind when we were young at heart or still had a ways to learn. I loved her hugs and
her humor. Love that she loved singing and abs... she had Thomas sing a song or
two, maybe do an abs flex. Haha. She did say some funny stuff! I appreciated her so
much and have loved her so much. If it weren’t for her I wouldn’t be where I am today
and that was more than enough for me. Her hand in my life is unmeasurable to the
blessing it was and has been. She taught me many things.. love, forgiveness, and
strength. I wish to know more of her early years but she motivates me to live my life
better and cherish each year. Thankful I was able to tell her I love her. May she Rest
In Peace. Until we meet again.

victoria - October 16, 2020 at 06:30 PM

“
“

Seeing her walk around too *
victoria - October 16, 2020 at 06:31 PM

Every time I brought a boy to Grandma’s house she would ask them if they had a six pack
and then to prove it. She was so funny.
Bracken - October 18, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

Dear Rex & family, Our condolences to you & your family. May the Lord bless & comfort
you. Sincerely, Don & Georgia Smee
Georgia Smee - October 31, 2020 at 09:24 PM

“

Our condolences to you and your family god bless you and your family. The Junes
Ron&Pam June - December 31, 2020 at 08:12 PM

