Reynold King Watkins
January 15, 1920 - August 30, 2021

Reynold King Watkins, 101, passed away August 30, 2021 at the home of his daughter in
Bear River City, Utah. He was born January 15, 1920 in Garland, Utah. He was the first of
five children of George Reynold and Rhoda King Watkins.
Reynold was raised in Hiawatha, Utah, Fairbanks, Alaska, and Salt Lake City, Utah. As a
youth, Reynold excelled in school, music, and sports. He served in the Spanish American
Mission presided over by his future father-in-law, David Franklin Haymore. He was a naval
officer during World War II (landing ships) and retired, Commander US Naval Reserve.
He married Annie Elaine Haymore of Tucson Arizona on December 21, 1944, in the Mesa
LDS Temple.
Reynold obtained degrees in Civil Engineering from the University of Utah (BS),
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MS) and Iowa State College (PhD). He discovered
his professional life’s work when he studied buried structures at Iowa State College under
his close mentor Merlin Grant Spangler.
Reynold served on the faculty at Utah State University for over 60 years. He was
recognized as a pioneer in buried structures and in the advancement of pipeline
technology. He founded the USU Buried Structures Laboratory and developed an
improved mathematical formula used in pipe design. He published extensively and
directed courses around the world on the structural performance of buried pipes.
Reynold demonstrated devotion to God, family, and his fellowman. He served in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints including bishop of the North Logan Ward and
president of the USU Second Stake.
Reynold and his late wife, Elaine, raised eleven children in North Logan, Utah. He taught
his children and grandchildren to love learning, beautiful music, silly dances, affectionate
nicknames, Saturday breakfasts, visits and treats in his office, and family prayer.
Reynold is survived by 11 of their 12 children: Adonna Drake (Ron), Elizabeth Gill (Noel),
Susan Lucas (Bob), Glen Watkins (Maurine), Phyllis Leavitt (Kim), Wayne Watkins (Lynn),
Nadine Edwards (Boyd), Elaine Hawkes (Brad), Kaye Frost (Tim), Aldon Watkins
(Michele), and Paula Scott (Deron), 52 grandchildren, 104 great grandchildren and two
great-great-grandchildren. He is also survived by siblings Phyllis McGhie and Richard C.
Watkins.

He was preceded in death by his wife Elaine, an infant daughter Renee, his parents and
two siblings, George Elwin Watkins and Nadine Evans.
Funeral services will be held 4 September 2021 at noon at the 1850 North 400 East, North
Logan, Utah LDS meetinghouse. A visitation will be held prior to the funeral from 9:30 to
11:30 a.m. Interment will be at the Logan City Cemetery. Arrangements entrusted to the
care of Allen Mortuary of North Logan.

Comments

“

Dear all family of my engineering spiritual Knight and Guide.
It happened to me just two days ago that I had to solve a problem and went
immediately to his book Structural Mechanics of Buried Pipes from year 2000. I
certainly found the answer. Subtedly, I wondered myself where Reynold could be
now? still alive? and just went to the web....
You all must be very, very proud for having the gift of sharing with him for so many
years; I was not that lucky though. I know about him since year 1992. Indeed an
extrardinary engineer and human being. May The One be with this King forever !
Olman Monge, from San José, Costa Rica
olman.monge@gmail.com

OLMAN MONGE - September 07 at 03:36 PM

“

Many years back, I was attending the annual Pipelines conference when I saw that
there was a paper in the following session authored by Dr. Watkins and a co-author. I
arrived early in order to get a seat (it became Standing Room Only), but was
dismayed when the co-author provided the presentation. I, therefore, was concerned
that Dr. Watkins was not in attendance. During the Q&A portion, a gentleman in the
SRO section suggested that Dr. Watkins had not considered an issue in his analysis.
To my amazement and wonder, the man sitting alongside me rose up and thoroughly
explained why the gentleman was mistaken and how the issue was considered. I had
selected the seat alongside of Reynold King Watkins.
That began a long friendship with a remarkable man; beginning with my being invited
by a friend to join he and Reynold for dinner that night. Later I had the pleasure of his
company when we were part of of an eight person group that provided full day
workshops on steel water pipe approximately three times a year in various cities. I
still distinctly remember one such workshop in Boston. We were staying near Logan
Airport and decided to take a small ferry across the harbor for dinner in the city. It
was a cold, rainy and miserable evening and seven of us were huddled in the lower
cabin where we could see Reynold standing alone topside enjoying the fact that he
was on the water. I went up to join him and he had a huge smile on his face. He said
"you know, during WWII I was in the Navy commanding an LST; that's short for Long
Slow Target". He followed by explaining that the plans to invade Japan anticipated an
LST casualty rate of 95%. He finished with "I so loved that bomb".
I could go on and talk about experiences on the task committee formed to capture
Reynold's work in a single document, ASCE Manual of Practice 119. Our meetings
were in the summers wherever the Pipelines conference would be held and in the
winters at USU. Suffice it to say that each meeting would always be highlighted by a
brief explanation and education from an extraordinary professor. However, at this
point all I feel worth saying is "Thank you President Truman for allowing us an
additional three quarters of a century with Reynold King Watkins".
George Ruchti

George Ruchti - September 06 at 03:45 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers go out to the family of Reynold Watkins. I took engineering
classes from Reynold at USU. I loved his method of teaching. He used so many
examples from personal experiences. He treated me with respect. I certainly
respected him and counted him as a friend. Reynold raised an amazing family.
Wayne has always been a dear friend, going through school together. I also enjoyed
a friendship with with Phyllis and Glenn. What an amazing legacy Reynold has left!
God bless this wonderful family!

Bruce Traveller - September 05 at 10:13 AM

“

The Watkins provided so much to North Logan. Reynold and Elaine's interest in
preserving the history of the town and schools was remarkable. Our family especially
appreciated his remarks at our father, Bertis Lloyd Embry's funeral. As a colleague at
USU, Brother Watkins knew our father in ways we never did. Brother Watkins
commented on our father's "graduation." Now it is Brother Watkins' turn to
"graduate." May God bless the family as the mourn the death of a remarkable man.

Jessie Embry - September 04 at 04:49 PM

“

Dear family: Beth & Noel, Elaine and Brad, Aldon & Michele, Paula & Deron and
families and other Watkins relatives. Just wanted to let you know that I'm sending
prayers and sympathy your way. Your father lived an influential and well known life
and is now with your very special mother. May God's blessings be with you all.
Shirlene Rawlins

Shirlene Rawlins - September 03 at 11:10 PM

“

Dr. Reynold Watkins was a major influence my life since our first encounter more
than 60 years ago. He was sitting under a Mechanical Engineering sign behind a
long row of tables in the Nelson fieldhouse on campus. It was getting late afternoon
on registration day and many of the departments had already closed for business. I
had stood in several long lines already trying to gather scholastic credentials and
other papers required to change majors. As my turn came, he smiled up at me and
asked, "How may I help you?" His was the first genuine smile I had seen that day,
and I managed to say, "I think I want to study Mechanical Engineering." He
graciously rose to his feet, took my hand, and said, "I am Reynold Watkins, ME
Department Head, and I can help you."
To say that Dr. Reynold Watkins "helped me" through the next several decades is a
vast understatement. He became my employer, teacher, mentor, advocate and
friend. Dr. Watkins secured a contract to test all the concrete being poured at
Thiokol, and under watchful tutelage, I became the breaker of innumerable concrete
sample cylinders. This alone put our heads together nearly every day for several
years.
Even before I graduated with a BSME degree, Dr. Watkins recommended me for a
NSF fellowship that let me seamlessly continue into graduate school. When I
completed the MSME degree, Dr. Watkins proffered a faculty position. Foolishly, I
turned him down, saying, "I see the old jalopies you engineering teachers drive into
the parking lot. I'm going out and make some money." After giving me long enough to
learn that the nomadic-seldom-at-home existence of a consulting engineer was not
conducive to a successful family life, Dr. Watkins came to where I was working at the
time and again suggested the faculty position. This time I agreed. After a single
academic year of being in the classroom with bright young engineering students, I
realized he had been right all along and that was what I wanted to do for the rest of
my life. But, I would need a doctorate degree. Reynold helped secure a NSF faculty
fellowship to MIT for me and the rest is history. There are way too many stories to tell
here.
Among the myriad unforgettable nuggets of RKW wisdom that remain alive and well
in memory are these two. "Data are plural," he would say firmly, "datum is singular."
Then lest we ever think we know a lot, he would remind us that "As the circle of light
increases, so does the periphery of darkness."
Reynold King Watkins showed us all how to live an abundant life. My love and
gratitude for him are eternal. His legacy is endless.
J. Clair Batty

Joseph Clair Batty - September 02 at 07:58 PM

“

It was my great pleasure to have Dr. Watkins as a teacher from 1963-1966. He was
always available to mentor and answer questions. It was fun to visit his home and his
wife hosted a 21st birthday party for me which is still one of the best parties of my life
(his daughter Adonna and I were classmates). He will be missed by all who knew hi.

Jeanne Bachman Paiz - September 02 at 02:42 PM

