Richard Olsen Eames
March 12, 1937 - April 10, 2020

Our family had its Good Friday miracle: Shortly after a Priesthood blessing, Richard Olsen
Eames, 83, passed away at Logan Regional Hospital in the evening of April 10, 2020.
He is, most of all, a teacher. He taught fifth and sixth grades. He taught the Gospel
Doctrine class. He taught us how to work. He taught us how to back up by looking out
your side rear view mirror.
He was a first baseman for AutoCare softball team. He played on the Logan Eighteenth
Ward M-Men basketball team. He refereed Church and municipal basketball games and
umpired baseball games. He was an LDS missionary in Western Canada. He served in
the U.S. Army at Fort MacArthur in San Pedro, California. He learned how to be a butcher
at Temple Grocery on the corner of 300 North and 300 East in Logan. He was a truck
driver and could precisely back a ten-wheeler and a pup up to a lay down machine. He
was a volunteer usher at the Ellen Eccles Theatre and for the 2002 Olympics. For Family
Home Evening at Legacy House last Christmas, he sang “Willy Claus” with a little choir he
put together. He owned a red jeep, a blue jeep, a white jeep, and a Volkswagen Bug. He
took us to the top of Mt. Logan and to the top of Willard Peak and everywhere in between.
He loved his Grandpa Olsen’s Blue Creek farm, Yellowstone, ice skating, the Dodgers,
Maddox and Angie’s, the Bar J Wranglers, Phase Ten, John Wayne movies, fishing,
hunting, golf, dogs, teaching school, and playing Bingo at Legacy House. He always had
in his pocket a white handkerchief, a Swiss pocket knife, a $2 bill, and finger nail clippers.
He was born to Edward Henry and June Olsen Eames on March 12, 1937, in Logan, Utah.
He married Sharell Baird on September 21, 1961, in the Logan Temple. He lived in
Providence for 48 years and will be buried in the Providence Cemetery.
He is survived by his wife, Sharell Eames, Providence; his daughter and son-in-law, Karen
and Jamie Johnson, Gilbert, Arizona; his son and daughter-in-law, David and Heather
Eames, River Heights; his grandchildren: Amanda and Matt Ralphs and their children,
Cache Valley; Stefani and Erik Smith, River Heights; Zackary Eames, River Heights; Abby
Eames, serving as a nanny in Reading, Pennsylvania; his sister and brother-in-law,
Loretta and Sherm Mullins, Twin Falls, Idaho; his Eames sisters-in-law: Sandy Eames,
Millville; Joan and Arden Draney, Providence; his Eames nieces and nephew, Randy and
Tamera Eames, Amalga; Debbie and Bret Liechty, Providence; Shelly and Mitch Hedin,

Logan; his Baird in-laws: Charlene and Mark Austin, Centerville; Jennifer and Larry
McCracken, Provo; Dennis and Pam Baird, Brigham City; Janet and Mike Smith, South
Jordan. His son, Michael Joseph, passed away in 2010. His brother, Emerson, and his
brother-in-law, Theron Baird also preceded him in death.
We are grateful for many wonderful providers who cared for him at Logan Regional
Hospital and, for the past two years, at Legacy House Assisted Living. A family Graveside
will take place Friday, April 17th at the Providence City Cemetery. Funeral arrangements
are under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary.

Cemetery
Providence Cemetery
800 East 400 South
River Heights, UT,

Comments

“

Mr. Eames was by far one of my favorite teachers! Such a sad thing to lose him. My
favorite Christmas memories was him leading the whole school in the media center
at Woodruff to sing Willie Claus. Blessings to his family.

Mary Olsen Hall - April 26 at 01:45 PM

“

Thank you! We found the music to Willie Claus this last Christmas. I have a video of him
singing it to me.
Karen
Karen Eames Johnson - April 29 at 12:20 AM

“

Richard and I began our teaching career about the same time in the Logan City
School District. We have always been good friends and he was a great example to
me. I bought his old red Jeep and it took me many exciting places. I was able to visit
with him many times at the Legacy House during the last few years. I will miss his big
smile and his hearty handshake..
Wendell Shepherd

Wendell Shepherd - April 21 at 08:58 AM

“

Thank you for sharing and for your friendship with my dad. He often spoke of you and your
friendship
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:42 PM

“

Dear Sister Eames,
We were saddened to hear of Richards passing. As we read his obituary, we both
commented that we loved the lessons he taught in Gospel Doctrine class. Richard
taught members of the Stake how to ref basketball, where Bob enjoyed learning from
him in that setting as well. We are grateful for the part you both have had and
continue to have in our lives. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Much love to you
and your family at this time.
Robert and Mary Ann Henke
Mexico Ciudad Juarez Mission

Robert Henke - April 19 at 08:24 PM

“

Thank you President and Sister Henke. We appreciate you taking the time to write to my
mom.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:42 PM

“

Sharrell- I just now for the first time, checked the Cache Valley Daily site and saw
Richard’s passing. I’m so sorry for your loss. I am so grateful I was able to visit with
you and Richard on Thanksgiving Day at Legacy House. It was a delight for me to
see him after all these years! Thinking if him brings back all my early years at Adams
Elementary! Those early experiences with my first staff were so awesome!. We had a
such a great time, and it was such a great school family. My thoughts and prayers
are with you at this time. Richard will be missed but the wonderful memories will
remain. Cheryl Alder

cheryl alder - April 18 at 12:40 PM

“

“

Thank you for sharing your thoughts. He sure did love teaching at Adams School.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:43 PM

Dear Sharell, Our memories of you both are happy, smiling, giving. We are so
grateful to have been blessed by your great examples and goodness while living in
that remarkable old Providence 2nd ward. It is our joy to be your friends. Love
always,
Max and Cindy Nielson

Cindy Nielson - April 18 at 09:05 AM

“

What a great man! I thoroughly enjoyed the many years of ushering at the Eccles
Theatre when Richard was there. He was already there with a smile, hug and stories.
He uplifted so many around him!

Irene Whittier - April 17 at 04:34 PM

“

It was a sad day to hear that Richard Eames passed away. He was an amazing
person with great stories, common sense and a commitment to truth. I enjoyed
teaching with him at Adams School. He was a great teacher. He didn’t just teach the
classroom curriculum, but he taught his students life lessons. He was my great friend
and mentor. He will be missed. He made this world a better place!
Rebecca Potter Beckstead

Rebecca Beckstead - April 16 at 11:32 PM

“

“

Thank you Rebecca. He often talked about the great friendship he felt with you.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:44 PM

I cherish the many memories I have of teaching with Richard at Adams Elementary!
Richard, along with John Krusi, and Judy Greene made a wonderful 5th grade team!
All three were knowledgeable and experienced teachers, and ready for fun! Richard
always had a listening ear and a smile! I’m so glad he hadn't forgotten Willy Claus...
definitely one of my favorites!! He will not be soon forgotten, as his legacy and love
for learning live on in the lives of the hundreds of children he has influenced over the
years! So glad I was able to rub shoulders with him! Sending love and prayers your
way!
Annette Peterson

Annette Peterson - April 16 at 10:23 PM

“

I'm so glad to know about the history of Willy Claus. I have a video of him signing it to me in
early Dec last year. I will treasure it.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:45 PM

“

I will be forever grateful for Richard and Sharell’s generous hospitality. They hosted
the Baird family reunion at their cabin on the shore of Bear Lake for many years. The
memories of these special gatherings are some of our family favorites. Families
coming together and getting to know those that they don’t see often is priceless.
Richard was often found at the table playing games with anyone of any age. He was
always up for a stimulating conversation. He will be missed.
Jennifer Larsen Baird McCracken

Jennifer McCracken - April 16 at 02:23 PM

“

I became acquainted with “Dick” shortly after moving to the Logan area and starting
teaching at Mt Logan Middle. I started questioning my membership in the LEA, which
eventually brought me to Richard. He became a great friend and mentor! We cooked
many a steak together at the beginning of the year social which was put on by the
LEA. He had some interesting, and of humerus stories to tell! After he retired,
whenever we would see each other around town, he always stopped for a short visit,
and we would talk about the good old days. We were on several negotiating teams
together and I learned much from him. Because of his influence, I spent the better
part of twenty years in Leadership positions in LEA, serving as President four
different years, a building Rep for a few, and a member, as well as spokesperson for
the negotiation team. I shall always cherish my association with Dick and the

memories afforded me!
Gary Dunn - April 16 at 01:33 PM

“

Richard was a fine educator and I remember him well in classes I taught at USU. We
became good friends and whenever I saw him, he had a smile and a solid
handshake. He earned a special place in Heaven. Bless his dear wife and family.
With warm regards and sincere condolences. Jay Monson

Jay Monson - April 16 at 11:43 AM

“

Thank you for your thought and friendship with my family. I love your comments about his
handshake. He passed that along to me.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:46 PM

“

Richard Eames was a good and decent man who made the world a better place. He
was a master teacher who knew the elementary school was his home. He loved to
teach and learn with his students. We played a lot of games together, against each
other, and shared refereeing assignments. His handshake and smile are eternal as
his legacy. Sharell, you were blessed to have such a soulmate. We wish you the
best.
Ross and Kay Peterson

Ross and Mary Kay Peterson - April 15 at 11:50 PM

“

Thank you for you thoughts and friendship. He was truly a wonderful man. I used to referee
girls church ball games and always enjoyed having him there to watch
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:47 PM

“

Oh, I am so sad to read of Richard's death. He and I go back to grade school days
and also there were memories made in our neighborhood where we did a little
mischief making! My fondest memories of him were made at the Central Park ice
rink. We both loved to ice skate and often were the last ones off the ice at night.
What fun we had! I missed most of his adult life because I lived in other states, but
was delighted to run into him at various places when I returned to Logan for visits.
My sincere sympathy goes out to Sherill and his family. He will surely be missed.
Gayla Hansen Hill Orting, Washing

Gayla Hansen Hill - April 15 at 04:22 PM

“

Thank you for sharing. I loved hearing stories about the ice rink and the fun that everyone
had
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:47 PM

“

Sharell, I remember Richard as a gentle man with a passionate heart. He was a fine
human being, married to a sweet wife. I always enjoyed the good man. Herm Olsen

Herm Olsen - April 15 at 09:42 AM

“

Dear Eames family,
I am so sorry to hear of Richards passing. As a teacher he was outstanding. As an
usher he was loyal. As a man he will never be forgotten. God bless you all at this
crazy and sad time. You are in my heart and prayers. Love, Pat Barfuss.

Pat Barfuss - April 15 at 09:38 AM

“

I met Richard many years ago when I was a volunteer usher at the Eccles Theatre.
What a wonderful, kind man. Always had a smile and was always so willing to help.
He will be deeply missed. I am so sorry for your loss.

Kathy Shafer - April 15 at 08:27 AM

“

Richard was an outstanding Educator, Good athlete, Great Father and Husband Etc
Etc.
As Providence City Councilman he was very instrumental in the 1970's and 1980's
in the Improvement of Youth Programs. Including Summer Baseball bringing it to a
high level.
His well written Obituary speaks well for itself.
Richards life on Earth will be missed.
Steve Baugh, A Friend

Steve Baugh - April 14 at 10:54 PM

“

worked with richard at valley discount - good man- bob tueller

robert l tueller - April 14 at 07:13 PM

“

We remember Richard so well, Eames family. What a willing volunteer and participant in
making our valley better through selfless serving in so many ways--from teaching and
volunteering.
He'll be missed, Eames family, by more folks than you can imagine.
Ron and Marcia Smith
Ron W. Smith - April 18 at 07:04 PM

“

Thank you for your sweet words. It's been hard going through this process with a gathering
or funeral. We appreciate your reaching out.
Karen Eames Johnson - May 02 at 11:48 PM

