Ronald Joseph Hellstern
July 13, 1946 - January 3, 2020

Ronald Joseph Hellstern, loving husband, father, and grandfather passed away peacefully
on Friday, January 4, 2020, at the age of 73, surrounded by his family.
Ron was born on July 13, 1946, in Chicago, Illinois to Joseph George Hellstern and
Rosina Elizabeth Huss. He was the oldest of four children (Don, Rosina, and Doug).
Ron grew up in Antioch, Illinois and graduated from Antioch High School. His love for the
outdoors began when he was young and traveled around the US with his family. His
travels continued into adulthood, and he eventually visited all 50 US states and 50
countries around the globe. As a boy, Ron started his own neighborhood science
exploration club and even created a unique flag to mark the club. This early exposure to
the great outdoors later prompted him to move west to attend Utah State University.
While attending USU, he was a member of both the swimming team and the marching
band. Ron graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Physical Education and Athletics, with a
minor in Zoology. He later returned and earned his master’s degree from USU in Physical
Education. He then began his lifelong passion of teaching.
Ron loved sports and became a coach in basketball, track, trampoline, golf, and
swimming. While living in Idaho, he started the Lava Hot Springs Swim team, taking
several members on to State and Western Zone competitions.
During college, he was introduced to, and joined, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. He said many times that this was one of the greatest decisions of his life. He had
an amazing testimony of Jesus Christ. Ron lived a life full of service to others and held
many church callings.
Ron married Helen Cooley in 1966 and together they had 7 children, Rhett (Angela),
Brandt (DeDe), Darren (Nicky), Brock (Amy), Bryce, Heather, and Breanna. They later
divorced. Ron then met, and married, Wendy Duncan. Together they had 2 children, Tana

(Josh Cambra) and Parker. They spent 31 wonderful years together.
Ron was an educator for 42 years. He taught at public schools in Illinois, Idaho, and Utah.
Science was his favorite subject he taught, and he became an avid environmentalist. Ron
participated in, and led, many different environmental clubs, committees, and
organizations. He shared his love for the outdoors with everyone he knew and mentored
many of his students in International Envirothon competitions for several years. Ron had a
strong emotional connection to Zion National Park. He made regular trips to hike the park,
take students to visit the area, participate in service projects and bird counts, and
especially to spend time there with his wife, Wendy. Ron was also an advocate for the
monarch butterfly and, to promote their habitat, planted milkweed whenever and wherever
he could.
Ron loved his community and worked to improve it in many ways including serving on the
Nibley City Council and various educational and environmental committees. He was
instrumental in acquiring, and naming, Firefly Park in Nibley.
Ron shared his father’s passion for scouting and participated with his boys through all
levels. He was Pack Master, Scout Master, and active in Round Tables and POW WOWs.
He ultimately was awarded the prestigious Silver Beaver award for distinguished service
to the Boy Scouts of America.
During his life, Ron received many other awards, including the Lifetime Achievement
Award for Utah Society for Environmental Education, Utah State Citizen-Forester of the
Year, the President’s Environmental Award (taking him to the White House to meet the
President), and Teacher of the Year for several organizations.
Ron is survived by his wife, Wendy Duncan. He is also survived by his children; Rhett,
Brandt, Darren, Brock, Bryce, Heather, Breanna, Tana, and Parker and four
stepdaughters; Kristen (James Kropf), Michelle (Aaron Theberge), MaryAnn (Bob
Wofford), and Allison (Bryan Tidwell). He has 40 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.
Ron is also survived by his two brothers Don (Cindy) and Doug and sister Rosina Vega.
He is proceeded in death by his parents Joseph George Hellstern and Rosina Elizabeth
Huss.
Funeral services will be held at 12:00 PM on Saturday, January 11, 2020 in the Nibley
Stake Center, 3701 S. 450 W. in Nibley. A viewing will be held on Friday evening from
6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Allen-Hall Mortuary, 34 E. Center Street in Logan, and prior to the
services on Saturday from 10:30 to 11:30 AM at the stake center. Interment will be in the

Logan City Cemetery. Condolences may be shared with the family at
www.allenmortuaries.net
In lieu of flowers, per Ron’s request, an account has been set up in his name at Anderson
Seed and Garden Store in Logan to plant trees.

Comments

“

The world and Cache Valley and Nibley are much diminished by Ron's death. We
met at a city council public hearing to prevent 450 W from being extended through
open space to 4000 S. Over the ensuing years we became activists in the cause of
preserving open space in Nibley I admired his devotion to creating and sustaining
wildlife and habitat everywhere, not just on his 2-acre plot. When he was chosen to
serve on the city council, it was as if it were ordained of God because from that
position he labored tirelessly to acquire and reserve as an educational nature park
what is now Firefly Park, which attracts visitors from all around Utah and beyond.
Nibley residents yet unborn will forever know him as the man who put Nibley on the
map as the first city in Utah certified as wildlife habitat. He will be sorely missed.

Corlyss Drinkard - June 26, 2020 at 01:46 PM

“

Southern Magnolia Tree was purchased for the family of Ronald Joseph Hellstern.

January 13, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ronald Joseph Hellstern.

January 10, 2020 at 03:33 PM

“

A mighty tree has fallen- but its seed has been cast far and wide through his great
works.
Ron’s legacy can be found in the thousands of youth who accompanied him in the
classroom and field where they participated in many citizen science projects for
birds, butterflies, countless tree plantings, restoring streamside environments, and
competing in the Utah Envirothon, which Ron helped establish in Utah
He preferred the title “Redrock Ron” which Ron earned from his unflagging love for
Utah’s red rock country, culminating with Zion N.P. His contributions there were
many- writing curriculum for the park, Christmas bird counts, assisting with the state
Envirothon competition which he convinced Zion to host, and much more. His
greatest thrill were the many family hikes and camp outs he reveled in, to have those
near and dear with him to partake of its splendors.
Closer to home, Ron was synonymous with monarch butterflies, fireflies, and
reforestation. He spent many years with students and others hatching, tagging, and
releasing monarchs to help map their western migration patterns, adding new
information to assist with their preservation. Ron was a relentless advocate for
planting milkweed, the host plant for rearing the monarch’s chrysalis and caterpillars.
Once he discovered fireflies in a city marsh, Ron realized this rarity needed
protection. As both a city council member and citizen, he convinced the city of their
unique importance. The Nibley firefly park was the result. A few thousand folks
showed up for its inauguration.
And “Trees are the answer” from Ron’s perspective. His plantings were notorious
throughout our valley- from school grounds to open lots, his town recognized as a
Tree City USA. Ron deeply appreciated all that trees provide for people, wildlife,
protecting soil and our mountains watersheds. It seemed that whenever I visited Ron,
he was planting yet another tree.
Ron was instrumental in establishing the first “Childrens Forest” with the USFS in
Logan Canyon. He was the primary force behind his town of Nibley receiving Utah’s
first, and yet only, designation as a Wildlife Friendly City through the National Wildlife
Foundation.
As a member and major contributor to the Utah Society for Envioronmental
Education and North American Association for EE, Ron’s influence as an
extraordinary educator was recognized. He served on both boards where his
influence was felt forming policy and programs on a state and international level. Ron
was a relentless champion of classroom teachers in both of these acclaimed
organizations.
Ron was a kindred spirit, the brother I never had. His presence will never leave meevery tree, monarch butterfly, firefly, trip to redrock country, Ron will be with me.

Jack Greene - January 10, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

Ron inspired many to leave the world better than they found it – he did this through
his teaching and his example. He has left a great legacy – in his family and his
students. The earth will remember him fondly. Vicki Watson, Montana

V Watson - January 09, 2020 at 08:35 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Ronald Joseph
Hellstern.

January 09, 2020 at 04:48 PM

“

I am saddened by Ron's death. What an incredible example of professionalism and
passion for life. I am grateful he was a friend and that we shared similar life paths. He
also had a profound impact on my family.
My condolences to Wendy and the entire family. What a loss but what a wonderful
life he lead and example he set. I am sending my love your way and hope that you
are finding comfort in the unconditional love he gave you all and the many, many
happy memories you have of him. His legacy will definitely live on.
With love,
Steven Dunn and family.

Steven Dunn - January 07, 2020 at 04:08 PM

“

I will always remember how tender Ron was with Wendy. He was always helping her
with the classroom; anywhere from taking care of the classroom’s fish tank to lugging
in props for her plays. He was always friendly and kind to me and my kids and
always had great basketball advice.

Marla Goldman - January 06, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

I had Mr H for Ecology at North Cache. (Many years ago) it was my favorite class!
Best memories if a teacher I have are outdoors with Mr H!! Im planting 2 trees in my
yard in his honor.

Cindy Wood - January 06, 2020 at 10:36 PM

“

Same here. One of my favorite teachers and I think of him every time I see people recycling
or cleaning up trash on the side of the road. He encouraged cleaning up the environment.
He definitely made a lifelong impression.
mandy jensen - January 07, 2020 at 04:42 PM

“

Ron inspired many to leave the world better than they found it – he did this through his
teaching and his example. He has left a great legacy – in his family and his students. The
earth will remember him fondly. Vicki Watson, Montana
Vicki Watson - January 08, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

I met Ron through the National Envirothon. He was a great advocate for getting kids into
the environment and learning about the world around them. He will be missed as an
influential educator on this board. My condolences to his family and all those who knew
him.
Linda Subda
Maryland Envirothon
Linda Subda - January 15, 2020 at 09:40 AM

“

First met Ron 19 years ago when Bill and I moved to Logan and our landlords were the
Hellstern family. At that first meeting we did learn that Zion was a favorite park and that
park plus Bryce were also our favorites. I was pleased when Ron began writing articles for
the Herald Journal and about the Monarchs and the firefly, etc. Fireflies are so common in
the neck of the woods where we grew up and I did not know that this was not the case in
this area. My condolences to Wendy, Rhett and Angie and to all the family.
Linda MacPherson
linda Macpherson - January 16, 2020 at 05:52 PM

