Ruby Jean Johnson Willis
November 13, 1935 - April 21, 2021

Our beloved Ruby Jean Johnson Willis made her triumphant return to Heaven on April 21,
2021. We’re grateful we had her for as long as we did. She was “practically perfect in
every way”, and Heaven now will benefit from her remarkable presence.
Our Incredible Matriarch, Glorious Gram, GG, Jeaner, Magnificent Mom, Wonderful Wife,
sister, aunt, friend & confidant, has returned home. No doubt she was met by numerous
loved ones.
Ruby Jean was born in Meadowville, Utah, on November 13, 1935 to Harold and Lola
Johnson. As the oldest child, Ruby quickly assumed her position as the go-to person that
everyone could depend on - a role she would fill her entire life. She grew up working in the
hayfields and in the kitchen, where she learned her incredible lifelong work ethic. She
played clarinet and held positions in student government at North Rich High School. Her
Sophomore year, Ruby began dating her only sweetheart and future husband, Elijah
Mckay Willis of Laketown. Being the strong willed, “stubborn as a Georgia mule” as Mckay
would lovingly describe her, Ruby Jean made him wait a year after her graduation, before
agreeing to marry. They only had eyes for each other. They married in the Logan Utah
Temple on June 8, 1956. As newlyweds, they supported their families’ ranches, and
worked together in the hayfields, all while attending Utah State University. Together they
shared close to 66 years of marriage, showing us what love and devotion is all about.
Jean left the farm lands for a while and traveled widely, as she supported Mckay in his
United States Air Force career. Travels took them and their children to Texas, Missouri, off
to Holland, to California, Ohio, Virginia and onto Georgia. Wherever they went, they
gained lifelong friends. Jeaner had the unique ability to make everyone instantly feel
welcome. While supporting Mckay in his military and ecclesiastical duties, and raising 4
children, Jean served in various leadership roles within her church and community. Her
ministry was incredibly effective, typically involving true charity and fabulous food. As a
couple they provided a lifetime of service to their country, community and family.

Jean’s testimony of Jesus Christ was simple yet powerful. She was a lifelong and faithful
member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. She listened to the Tabernacle
Choir every Sunday. Her devotion and commitment to Christlike service was an inspiration
to family and friends. She always sought out (and typically found) someone who needed
warm rolls or a fresh bouquet of flowers from her garden. Her hands were never idle,
always working to lift a burden. When she smiled at you, her beautiful blue eyes sparkled.
Her children, grandchildren were the greatest joy of her life. She was the ultimate
Gram/GG, who provided treats and warm hugs. Once her great grandkids arrived, she
was in seventh heaven. She always wanted a baby on her lap or kids at the table to play a
game.
Our favorite place to gather with our gram/mom was on her patio. She now sits on a new
patio with friends and family gathered around her.
Jean was preceded in death by her parents, her brothers, Norm (Janice) and Howard and
many beloved friends and family. We have no doubt there was much joy upon her arrival.
She is survived by her devoted husband, E. Mckay, Tom (Patty) Willis, Tamra (Scott)
Behunin, Tracy (Sam) Whitt, and Thad (Melissa) Willis, 17 adoring grandchildren and 25
great grandchildren, and siblings, Don (Ellen) and Colleen (Lynn).
Our gratitude to the many caretakers at Maple Springs and Cache Valley Hospice for their
kindness to our Mom and Gram.
A funeral to honor Ruby Jean will be held on Saturday, May 1, 2021 at 1:00 pm at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Laketown, Utah. visitation will be held from
11:00-12:45 that morning.
Funeral arrangements under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary (34 E Center St., Logan,
UT). Flowers provided by The Flower Shoppe (202 S. Main, Logan). In lieu of flowers,
contributions can be made to the Humanitarian Fund of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.
Services will be livestreamed, and may be viewed via the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87385137288?pwd=WGV2RTUzRmM2dmZwNUVXN0NLQ3V
MZz09
Password: Willis

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Allen-Hall Mortuary - May 03, 2021 at 11:54 AM

“

Dear McKay,
What a beautiful funeral and tribute to Gene. We have great memories of you and
Gene in Germany. Sorry we haven’t been able to spend more time with you since we
both came home from the military. We didn’t know that Gene was sick and living in
Logan until COVID started! We would have loved to have been able to visit with her
and you.
Thanks for being our friends. Let’s keep in touch. You have a great family to watch
over you during the lonely times ahead.
Love, Bob and Helen Chambers

Bob and Helen Chambers - May 01, 2021 at 04:39 PM

“

Thank for remembering us so fondly. Stop by anytime.
Tracy Whitt - May 06, 2021 at 12:58 PM

“

Our family first became acquainted with Jean & McKay when our family moved to
Garden City from the Salt Lake City area in 1993. Candice was 11 and Casey was 8.
Jean was the wonderful librarian over to North Rich Elementary. She was always so
loving and kind. She went the extra mile making the library fun. Not only for the
students that attended the school, but also the Head Start children that Carrie would
bring for a field trip to get acquainted with the school before becoming
Kindergarteners. McKay later became Casey's 5th grade teacher. Together they
impacted the youth in our area. In 2012 when we moved over to our Ranch in
Meadowville with our son Colton, we were able to interact and enjoy the Willis family
as neighbors. You are all such wonderful people. We love and respect you all. And at
this time our heart goes out to you as Jean returns home. Our love and prayers are
sent your way! Steve & Carrie Hislop Family.

Carrie & Steve Hislop - May 01, 2021 at 10:18 AM

“

“

Thank you for your kind memories a d thoughts.
Tracy Whitt - May 06, 2021 at 01:00 PM

Tami, Tom and family. I’m so sorry to hear of Jeans passing. I know Heaven gained
an Angel. She was a great mom and the short time you were in Georgia she was
someone that I grew close to and learned from. As a neighbor and friend of Tami and
Tom’s she always made me feel welcome and part of the family. Your house was
where everyone hung out much because of her welcoming nature. God bless you
and prayers in your time of loss. My deepest sympathies, Denise.

denise fortenberry - April 30, 2021 at 10:49 PM

“

American AgCredit - Dodge City, Kansas purchased the Country Basket Blooms for
the family of Ruby Jean Johnson Willis.

American AgCredit - Dodge City, Kansas - April 30, 2021 at 12:51 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Allen-Hall Mortuary - April 30, 2021 at 11:18 AM

“

Dawn of Remembrance Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby Jean Johnson
Willis.

April 29, 2021 at 06:01 PM

“

Love, Grace Chubb purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Ruby
Jean Johnson Willis.

Love, Grace Chubb - April 29, 2021 at 02:41 PM

“

Debra Stegman and families purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Ruby Jean
Johnson Willis.

Debra Stegman and families - April 29, 2021 at 01:36 PM

“

Such a very lovely, beautiful and faithful lady!! My deepest condolences to the entire
Willis family
I know you all will miss her SO very much. Surely, her legacy in the sands of time are
footprints of love, service, faith, devotion & kindness to family and friends... so very
many whose paths met hers. And, I was fortunate to be one of those friends. I’ve
always had a very sweet place of memories in my heart because ‘sister Willis’ was a
warm, thoughtful and accepting friend to me. Her kindness made me feel good
inside, valued. I still wear the pearl bangle bracelet she gifted me for my birthday
many years ago, in Warner Robins. So, I have always remembered her as well as
Bishop Willis, Tami (especially as we hung out together) Tom (church & high school
‘hello’s) and all the family with gratitude for dear friends in my teenage years.
Challenging years made better because of faith and wonderful friends. On behalf of
the Young sisters... VIcci, Cherie and myself, we send much love to you all with
prayers of comfort and blessings needed in each day

Debra Young Hartman - April 29, 2021 at 11:26 AM

“

We met serving the children of the Vienna Congregation in Virginia. I was Jr. Sunday
School co-ordinator and I think she was before me. We had to not only arrange for
the teachers of every class and age, we had to arrange for Priesthood as then the
children were served and taught how to properly take the Sacrament. We later met
her daughter Tracy, and always seemed to know Sam Whitt through other family
members. We loved them all. Sam was helpful in bringing in one of our sons-inlaw to
church through the basketball program. Jean was an inspiration to everyone who
knew her.
the Autens, Jim and Sylvia

Sylvia Morgan Auten - April 28, 2021 at 11:45 AM

“

She was the best Elementary Librarian EVER! She made such an impression on my
heart as a very young girl!

Brookell Centeno - April 27, 2021 at 04:06 PM

“

Colleen and Lynn, we didn't know Jean, but we remember how much you loved her. She is
a beautiful woman, and her life was rich and service-filled. We send our love to you as you
gather and process this tremendous loss. Much love, Marion and Carolyn Bentley
Carolyn Bentley - April 28, 2021 at 04:38 PM

“

Sorghum Family purchased the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of Ruby
Jean Johnson Willis.

Sorghum Family - April 27, 2021 at 10:08 AM

“

Such a beautiful and faithful lady!! I’m just stumbling upon your post, Tom. Thank you
for sharing. My deepest condolences to you, Tami and entire family.
I know you will miss her very much. Surely, her legacy in the sands of time are
footprints of love, service, faith, devotion & kindness to so very many whose paths
met hers. And, I was one of those. I’ve always had a very sweet place of memories in
my heart because your mom was a wise and accepting friend to me. I still wear the
pearl bangle bracelet she gifted me for my birthday many years ago, in Warner
Robins. So, I have always remembered her and your family with gratitude for dear
friends in my teenage years. Challenging years made better because of faith and
wonderful friends. Much love to you all with prayers of comfort and blessings needed
in each day

Tom Willis - April 27, 2021 at 10:02 AM

“

What a wonderful family she has. I wish to express my best to all of you and pray you
have comfort. She was an amazing lady.

bonnie weston - April 27, 2021 at 09:05 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby Jean Johnson
Willis.

April 26, 2021 at 07:01 PM

“

David and Rachel Johnson and Family purchased the Heavenly Sentiments Spray
for the family of Ruby Jean Johnson Willis.

David and Rachel Johnson and Family - April 26, 2021 at 06:58 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ruby Jean Johnson Willis.

April 26, 2021 at 04:29 PM

