Sylvan Mark and Jolene Purser
Leishman Chugg
January 9, 2021

After more than 65 years of marriage, high school sweethearts, Sylvan Mark Chugg, age
84 and Jolene Purser Leishman Chugg, age 85, quietly passed away with Covid 19. Mark
passed away on Saturday, January 9, 2021 and Jolene passed away on January 19,
2021.
Mark was born on 25 March 1936 in Logan, Utah, the 12th of 13 children born to William
Duard Chugg and Lillie Elizabeth Frederick. Jolene was born on 17 January 1936 in
Wellsville, Utah. Jolene was the 7th of eight children born to Irvin Cooper Leishman and
Edith Deloris Purser.
Growing up, both Mark and Jolene spent many hours working on their family farms thus
learning a great work ethic which they carried throughout their lives. They graduated
together with the Class of 1954 from South Cache High School. Jolene was a member of
the Sparta Pep Club and Band. Mark lived for sports. He participated in football,
basketball and track.
They were married and sealed on 29 September 1955 in the Logan Utah Temple.
In 1957, Mark and Jolene made the difficult decision to leave their families and beautiful
Cache Valley to move to the Northwest, where Mark secured employment with the Boeing
Aircraft Company in Seattle, Washington. It proved to be a good decision. They were
pioneers of the small but growing Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
congregation. They donated funds and helped in the construction of the Kent Ward
building, and served faithfully in many callings for the church. Mark’s heart was always
focused on the youth as he served in Young Mens’, Bishoprics, Bishop, and Stake
Presidencies. Jolene served in the Primary, Young Women’s and Relief Society
Organizations. Her greatest impact was with the Relief Society where she shared her
talents and creativity with the women of her Ward and Stake as well as family and friends.
Mark and Jolene lived in Kent, Washington for 43 years raising their four children. They

loved serving their neighbors and made many wonderful friends. They both loved to work
in their yard, which was always kept immaculate and beautiful.

After 39 years, Mark retired as Director of Manufacturing Operations - Propulsions
Systems Division. A year later in 1997 Mark and Jolene served an 18 month proselyting
mission together for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in the England
Manchester Mission, which included many months in Wales.
After their mission they longed to return to Cache Valley and in 2000, they built a home in
Garden City, Utah overlooking beautiful Bear Lake where they enjoyed hosting many
gatherings with their children, siblings and friends.
Mark and Jolene later lived in American Fork, Utah where they were appreciated for their
teamwork in sharing their homemade candy, ministering to their Families and serving the
Single Young Adults They also spent many months in the warmth of Gilbert, Arizona
spending time with family.
Mark and Jolene are survived by their four children, Debra Meyers, (Ray), American Fork,
UT, Kella Sue Scott, (Mike), Gilbert, AZ, Gina Deloris Nelson, (Daniel), Kuna, ID, and Mark
William Chugg, (Tami), Smithfield, UT, their 14 grandchildren and 28 great-grandchildren,
as well as Mark’s Sisters, LuJean Toolson, Alta Burton, Connie Albretsen, Mary Beth
Niederhauser and Jolene’s siblings, Wanda Gibbs, Grant Leishman, Gloria Wheatley, and
Carolyn Olsen.
A Memorial Service for their family will be held Friday, January 29th, 2021 at 1:00 pm at
Providence 4th & 8th Ward Chapel, in Providence, Utah. Following the Service the
Interment will take place at the Providence City Cemetery. Masks and social distancing
are required.
Services will be livestreamed and may be viewed via the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85701219688?
pwd=b1ZweE9DN3oxQUtYSWpxWXZrL0pxQT09
In lieu of flowers, please send a donation to the Humanitarian Fund of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (philanthropies.churchofjesuschrist.org) or to the charity of your
choice.

Comments

“

We were heartbroken to learn of your parents passing. They were such kind, loving
and thoughtful people. Their warmth enveloped you when you were in their
presence. We stayed with them at their home in Washington on a trip. While there,
Aunt Jolene learned I liked geese and was decorating a new home. When we got
home to California, she had sent me a wreathe in that theme. I still have the little
goose that she made in my sewing room as we left that home 25 yrs ago. When we
would seen them at family reunions at Bear Lake, their warmth and love was so
vibrant. It was such a joy to be with them. We will cherish our memories We will miss
them and will keep all of you in our thoughts and prayers. Joe and Julianne
(Leishman) Bronner

Julie Bronner - March 01 at 07:08 PM

“

I loved your parents so much! We lived in the same ward when they lived in Kent,
Washington. Your parents were the best! One year they asked my husband and I to
be in charge of the Stake Youth Conference at Green River Community College! To
start the conference off we simulated a 747 airplane experience which included a
realistic sound of a plane taking off and landing. Guess who the amazing man was
who worked at Boeing and recorded the sound of a plane taking off as well as
landing for us? None other than, President Chugg! It was perfect!!!
Then there was the time when I found some cream colored butterflies in a craft store
one day. I bought a large one and two small ones to make a grouping. I also brought
some artificial flowers to add to the butterflies. 🦋 Now, I’m not the most crafty
person in the world, but I knew someone who was! I called your mom to see if I could
come over sometime and get some ideas of what I could do to “beautify them!” The
next thing I knew, she was knocking at my door wanting to see my flowers and
butterflies! She told me we could get together later that day after my husband was
home from work, but that she’d take the butterflies and flowers with her to begin
thinking of ideas! A couple of hours later she was knocking at my door again. With a
big smile on her face, she handed me back my plastic, craft bag and said, “All done!”
I looked at her with a confused expression on my face, took a look inside the bag
that revealed my three butterflies now with a beautifully crafted, flower arrangement
in the center of each one! I couldn’t believe my eyes! They were more beautiful than I
ever envisioned! I’ve cherished them so much all these years and our friendship that
they’re still hanging on my wall to this day!
Thank you, Jolene and Mark for being
such dear friends! I’ll love you forever!

Marilyn and Richard Nicholes - February 19 at 03:49 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about their passing. They served in leadership positions in the
Renton and Kent Stakes! I remember how they cared for people and gave a lot of
time, attention and love to many people! I remember when my daughter, who was
just a little girl, heard Bishop Chugg speak at the pulpit! She seemed unusually
attentive to his words and asked me if he was going to be the prophet some day. She
said that he just looks like one! And I too loved Jolene’s talent in singing ... and her
daughters! I will always have fond memories of them both! ——- Jennifer Stringham

Jennifer Stringham - February 18 at 11:26 AM

“

This is Joyce and Richard DeMulling to the family of Jolene and Mark. We have lots
0f memories of when we all lived in Renton, Washington.Jolene and I worked
together on making quilts there. Mark has always been a great leader and friend
wherever he lived. We so enjoyed coming up to visit them when they lived uin Bear
Lake, Utah. WE send our love to the family.

Joyce DeMulling - February 10 at 12:24 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Allen-Hall Mortuary - February 01 at 11:48 AM

“
“

“

It was wonderful
Joyce DeMulling and Richard - February 10 at 11:58 AM

I loved all the stories and the sweet spirit during the service!!
Jennifer Stringham - February 18 at 11:29 AM

Our family had the opportunity to spend time with Mark and Jolene at their Garden
City home on multiple occasions and it always felt like being home. They were so
kind and welcoming, even when I had small kids running around. There is no
question Mark and Jolene made the world a better place. They will be missed.

Shawn Moser - January 30 at 03:39 PM

“

We loved Brother and Sister Chugg. When we first moved to Washington in 1974,
they were there. We were able to associate and serve with them throughout the rest
of their years in the Kent area. So appreciated all of their many years of service for
the members of the Renton and Kent Stakes. We admired their testimonies, abilities
and talents that benefited so many people. I feel blessed to have been able to know
them. My thoughts and prayers have been and will continue to be with your family.
Deanne (Bruce) Sabey

Deanne McCausland Sabey - January 29 at 05:11 PM

“

My love and prayers to all of you. Your parents were always so wonderful to me
whenever I was able to be around them. I always felt welcomed in Gina’s home when
they were there. My our Heavenly Father pour his love and comfort to all of you.

Denise Southerland - January 29 at 02:28 PM

“

It was great to see you and thanks for the kind words. You are always in our thoughts. Dan
& Gina
Dan Nelson - February 01 at 12:15 AM

“

American Fork 19th Ward Neighbors and Friends purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Sylvan Mark and Jolene Purser Leishman Chugg.

American Fork 19th Ward Neighbors and Friends - January 27 at 12:51 PM

“

I have a wonderful memory of stopping by their home to see how they were doing
one evening. I was invited into their home and they made me feel like I was so
important to them as they kept asking me questions about how I was doing. I will
miss their kind faces, smiles and small acts of kindness.

Douglas A Schneider - January 26 at 12:33 PM

“

We will surely miss our good friends and neighbors Mark and Jolene. They were
always so happy and had such a positive outlook on life. One of our best family
reunions was held in their lovely Bear Lake home. They were so gracious and helpful
throughout our stay. It is so comforting to know that they are together. What a
beautiful legacy of example and service they have left for their family and all of us.
With love — Don and Vickie Phippen

Don and Vickie Phippen - January 26 at 11:23 AM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Sylvan Mark and Jolene
Purser Leishman Chugg.

January 26 at 10:04 AM

“

It was only in the past few years that our lives intersected with Brother Mark and
Sister Jolene Chugg. Such good people, fun and enjoyable! Sending love to their
family at this time.
Mark, Jackie, Kyle, and Megan Standing

Jackie Standing - January 26 at 09:47 AM

“

Sharon, Robin, Bill, Chad & Janet Leishman purchased the Basket of Memories for
the family of Sylvan Mark and Jolene Purser Leishman Chugg.

Sharon, Robin, Bill, Chad & Janet Leishman - January 25 at 07:28 PM

“

They served a mission,but became part of my family here in Wales! I will love these
two people forever! Fond memories of a Christmas here in Wales having their firs
goose as a christmas meal. Our best family holiday ever spent in Utah with the
Chuggs! In my heart and soul forever! Until we meet again xxxxx

suzanne Jones from Wales. - January 25 at 02:35 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Sylvan Mark and Jolene Purser
Leishman Chugg.

January 25 at 02:33 PM

“

We extend our love and sympathy to you at this tender moment. I have fond
memories of growing up with Mark in Providence. I spent many hours with Mark
working on my Dad's farm. I looked up to him as one of my great cousins who
achieved well in all that he pursued. Our prayers are for your peace and comfort at
this time.
Brent and Myrl Chugg

Brent Chugg - January 25 at 01:17 PM

“

Mark and Jolene were in our ward for many years. He was our bishop part
of that time and in other leadership offices. They were such good people
and dear friends. I send my love to there family.
From Glennie Olson Hinkle

Glennie Hinkle - January 24 at 01:55 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Sylvan Mark and Jolene
Purser Leishman Chugg.

January 24 at 01:20 PM

