Verlin M Simmons
December 22, 1929 - April 18, 2020

To join the service at 11 am please follow this link.
https://thevoid.zoom.us/j/96941010362
On Saturday, April 18, 2020, Verlin M Simmons, passed away at age 90.
Verlin was born December 22, 1929 in Charleston, UT to John and Mary Ann (McCulloch)
Simmons. He and his future wife, Dot Taylor, were student body president and vice
president at Wasatch High School, where he was also an All State basketball player.
Verlin and Dot raised two sons, Randy and Val, and two daughters, Jane and Laurel.
He grew up milking cows; thinning beets; and irrigating, cutting, raking, hauling, and
tromping hay. There was also a lot of rock and snowball throwing, deer hunting, fishing,
sleigh riding, horse riding, and ball games. Verlin learned to work hard and to play just as
hard.
Perhaps because he did not like working for someone else, Verlin was a serial
entrepreneur. He and a friend gathered night crawlers to sell to fishermen who were on
their way to Strawberry Reservoir. He and some friends invented and marketed the Iggy
Snow Block Maker. He invented a trimming chute, taught himself to trim cows’ feet and for
thirty years visited dairy farms in Utah and Idaho correcting their cows’ posture.
Snowmobiles became a big part of his life as he and his son Val invented and sold plastic
snowmobile track cleats. When that idea was incorporated into snowmobile tracks, he had
a dream about making snowmobile skis out of plastic. He and Val went to work and
created the Simmons Flexi-Ski that revolutionized snowmobile skis. At age 64 he stopped
trimming cows’ feet and concentrated on what became a flourishing ski business.
He was a fearless snowmobiler, always trying to outclimb, outjump, and outrun all
competitors. He outran one avalanche and was buried by another, but Val and friends dug
him out. At age 54, he won the annual World Championship Hill Climb in Jackson,
Wyoming.
For nearly 20 years, Verlin took Boy Scouts into the Wind River mountains (Bridger
Wilderness) in Wyoming where he taught them to hike, camp, cook, fish and climb
mountains. Generations of those scouts’ children and grandchildren have followed in their
footsteps. More than 50 of his scouts became Eagle Scouts and he was able to present
the Eagle Scout award to one of his grandsons on top of Mount Victor, one of the tallest

mountains in Wyoming. The Boy Scouts of America presented him the Silver Beaver
award.
He was an avid and successful gardener. His tomatoes were spectacular, tall, and always
ripe before anyone else’s. A recent cherry tomato plant grew fourteen feet tall and had to
be picked by standing in the bucket of his tractor and raised to the top. He planted two
corn rows every two weeks so he often had the earliest and latest corn. Verlin’s
cantaloupe hills produced so well he gave cantaloupe to neighbors and friends and still
had to have an extra refrigerator in the garage to keep them from spoiling.
He was a caring, loving neighbor, teacher, and bishop. He loved his family profoundly and
had a gift for making each of them feel loved and special. If a new grand-baby was
brought by to see him and Dot, he would quickly go shave (for the second time that day)
so his face was smooth to kiss the baby. He included his kids and grand-kids in everything
he did and faithfully attended their sporting events.
Verlin is preceded in death by Dot, 12 siblings and his granddaughter, Kim. He said the
secret to happiness is to marry a good woman and he has dearly missed Dot since she
died in 2017. He is survived by his brothers Garth and Darwin; his children Randy (Janet
Renner), Val (Wendy Robinson), Jane (Gary Olsen), and Laurel (Farrell Edwards); 21
grandchildren; and 43 great grandchildren.
Funeral Services will be held Saturday April 25, 2020. Because of Covid 19, the only way
to attend the funeral will be to watch the broadcast. To join the service at 11 am please
follow this link.
https://thevoid.zoom.us/j/96941010362. Beginning at 11:00 am, a short video presentation
will be shown of Verlin’s life. The funeral will then begin at 11:15 am. He will be buried next
to Dot in the Providence, Utah cemetery. We wish we could gather in person to celebrate
this great man and hug each of you. Please take the opportunity to sign the guest book
found at the link above.
Services are under the direction of Allen Mortuaries.

Cemetery
Providence Cemetery
800 East 400 South
River Heights, UT,

Comments

“

Dear Laurel,
I am sorry to hear about the passing of your father. Your parents were warm and
wonderful people. It must run in the family! May the memories you cherish about your
parents help you feel peace and comfort at this time of loss.
Kelly Christiansen Olsen

Kelly Olsen - April 27 at 09:38 AM

“

We appreciated the opportunity to watch the funeral this morning. We have known
Dot and Verlin for over 50 years. We are part of the Supper/Dinner/Lunch group that
was started over 60 years ago. Dot and Verlin joined the group soon after it was
organized. Over the years we have not only enjoyed the wonderful corn and
tomatoes every summer at their home -- plus the rest of the good food that was
served -- but we have especially enjoyed knowing and spending time with Dot and
Verlin. We miss them both. Laurel, we will miss you and your Dad coming to our
monthly lunches. Thanks so much for bringing him the last several times. And, to all
of you, thanks for the help from all of you as we ate out in the yard each summer
when it was their time to be hosts.
Glen and Margene Stringham from Millville

Margene Stringham - April 25 at 05:41 PM

“

We loved Dot and Verlin. We were so impressed with Verlin and his many talents -gardening, love of scouting, snowmobiling. and his accomplishments in life. He loved
to put the fear in Laurel's friends when he gave them rides on his snowmobile. His
devotion to Dot was special and so nice to observe. Dot's talents were wonderful and
many fun times were spent with her in tole painting classes. It seems right they are
together again, bittersweet for those of us here but blessed for them. Love, Jim and
Julie Rowberry

James R Rowberry - April 25 at 04:10 PM

“

Verlin always took the boys to the Wind Rivers. As girls, we were always jealous.
One year we talked Verlin into taking a bunch of us girls. He had us practice hiking
for weeks ahead. So we backpacked in and set up our funny little pup tents. It rained
the entire week and our little pup tents leaked. We were wet all the time. Verlin's tent

was the only one that was big enough to sit up in and the only one that didn't leak.
So we spent the days playing games in his tent. We complained a blot about the rain.
It was a great and very fun experience. We were really proud of ourselves. Verlin told
us he was proud of us too, but he would never take girls again. I don't know if he
ever took girls again but i am glad he took us. Nancy Niederhauser Bodrero
Nancy Bodrero - April 25 at 03:58 PM

“

The service was so nice. You guys did a great job. Everything you said was so true.
What I great man he was. I got to go working with him a few times. Sounds like I had
the job Laurel did. I remember getting down there and pulling that leg up and
strapping it in so Verlin could trim the hoof. I did all right until the one time that dumb
cow pooped all over me. I still remember Verlin helping me get cleaned up. We have
laughed about that experience through the years. I have so many fond memories of
Verlin and his sweetheart Dot. Just last summer I got to gloat to all my siblings
because I had been visiting Bishop Wright and came home with Verlin's corn and
tomatoes. They tasted so good. I have known Dot and Verlin Simmons since I was
born and have always been certain they loved me. They were just like that. I'm so
glad I got to participate in the services today. I'm inspired to do better. Thanks so
much. Alan Niederhauser

Alan Niederhauser - April 25 at 02:37 PM

“

We loved Verlin and Dot so much. The funeral was beautiful and we felt blessed to
be able to remember that great man together with so many wonderful people.

John and Angela Edwards Family - April 25 at 02:16 PM

“

We really enjoyed the pictures, talks and music shared at his service. What a special
family! Love you guys - Pete and Annette Brunson

Annette Brunson - April 25 at 02:15 PM

“

Wanted to share a picture of my father Don Simmons. One of uncle Verlin’s younger
brothers.

Bradley Simmons - April 25 at 01:04 PM

“

Your Simmons family here will be standing beside each of you in heart, spirit, and
prayer to celebrate the life and love of our incredible Uncle Verlin... we love you
precious family! John, Monica, Natalee, Austin & Jennifer...

Monica Martinez Simmons - April 25 at 10:17 AM

“

2 files added to the album Verlin

Laurel Edwards - April 25 at 03:19 AM

“

Verlin guided Our Varsity Scouts into lake Vera in wind rivers wilderness, I provided
the Horses in 1987 my first trip. Have been going back regularly ever since. I got to
help around the shop while Verlin and Val we’re developing the Simmons Skis had
some of the first ones they produced. I got to serve as Verlin and Dots Bishop from
1997-2000, he was always a great mentor and teacher. I remember the year he
turned 73 and was up on cornice ridge with the fastest sled l have ever been on, told
me to take it to the top but remember to let off the throttle before you get there, WOW
what a ride. A man of integrity and great wisdom and my Friend.
Thanks Verlin for a great life lived!
Lane Parker

Lane Parker - April 25 at 12:09 AM

“

Loved uncle Verlin very much he was always so happy and fun 🥰 so glad I took a picture
of the four brothers at the last Simmons reunion because we have lost 2 of them in a month
loved them all
gary & joleen gines - April 25 at 12:37 PM

“

Verlin was a man among men. He showed his sons the outdoors enthusiastically, and
through all seasons. We are grateful especially for his raising such decent, good and giving
children. Not to mention fun and smart! We pray for all who loved this good man to feel his
love and His love at this parting time. We should all be so fortunate to live ninety years of
such quality.

We love you, Simmons!
Marion and Carolyn Bentley
Marion and Carolyn Bentley - April 25 at 04:48 PM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

April 24 at 06:27 PM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

April 24 at 02:12 PM

“

Thank you for the wonderful words telling a bit of history of Verlin’s life. We learned
even more about this great man. We love he and Dot with all our hearts! We were
honored to have their love reciprocated to us and our children. We were so grateful
for their tidbits of wisdom that were shared. It would put whatever problem in its
proper perspective- not really important in the eternal view. And it was said with a
chuckle and a twinkle in their eyes! Verlin and Dot had life figured out and we are
blessed every day because of them and their love for our Savior and each other. Til
we meet again,
Bob and Mary Ann Henke
Mexico Ciudad Juarez Mission

Robert Henke - April 24 at 11:52 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

April 24 at 09:06 AM

“

When I moved to Providence in 1986 Verlin was already legendary in scouting,
gardening, snowmobiling, church service and as an inventor. He usually deflected
any credit or praise for his accomplishments toward Dot.
In August 1997 Verlin, Bryan Cox and I took about 10 young men on a one week
super activity to Green River Lakes, Wyoming. We had boats, canoes, fishing tackle
and high hopes. It rained continually for the first four days and nights. We had wet
boys, tents, sleeping bags and spirits. I learned here that Verlin was very gifted with
young men. He helped them do hard things and to truly enjoy it. The lessons learned
were a great blessing to me and all those young men. This may have been his last
major outing with young men.
In April 2006 when our High Priests meetings were maybe a little boring Verlin
suggested we should have a snowmobiling party. About six of us went to the sinks on
a Saturday. Verlin brought his big new Ski-Dos and his personal souped up sled. We
all had a turn riding with Verlin on his modified sled. On those rides the skis
occasionally touched the snow as we streaked across the flat and then screamed up
a steep hill pumping our adrenaline big time all the way. Verlin thrilled us and himself
as he entertained the faint of heart.
It was probably the last time Verlin and Dot hosted a Ward Empty Nester meeting.
We enjoyed their delicious meal, on their patio, with home grown corn and tomatoes.
Then Verlin invited everyone to come enjoy a zip line the Simmons had built at the
mouth of Providence Canyon. Most of the old nesters enjoyed the ride with its
accompanying adrenaline rush.
Verlin was one of a kind and we all loved him just the way he was. We're going to
miss you brother. Our sincere sympathy and prayers are with you Laurel, Jane, Val,
Randy and your families. May God bless you all as you mourn and celebrate the life
of this good man and his sweetheart.
Bill Maedgen

Bill Maedgen - April 23 at 10:55 PM

“

I too am one of those many individuals influenced as a youth by Verlin. I was one of
his many Eagle Scouts, one one the boys he had thin beets at the farm he managed
at the mouth of Black Smith Fork Canyon and one of the boys that enjoyed many
camping trips. I can honestly say, his influence and example lives with me today.
Love
Bob O'Brien

Bob O'Brien - April 23 at 05:52 PM

“

We loved Verlin and Dot so much. No better people could be found. We admired
Verlin for his beautiful yard and garden, his past prowess on the snowmobile, his
devotion to Dot. And Dot for her many years of caring for Pat Bragger and others
who needed a helping hand. We admired their acceptance in the face of illness, their
devotion to the gospel, and the twinkle in their eyes. They always made us feel like
we were very special people as they did to everyone they knew. Nothing made us
happier than to get a phone call from Verlin saying he had some extra corn if we
wanted it.
It's such a happy thought to think that they are back together again. We know it is
sad for your family not to have them here with you any more. But at least you have
that happy thought. We are thinking about you and praying for you all.
Love,
Ann and Farrell and Family

Ann Edwards - April 23 at 05:08 PM

“

Dear Family
I was saddened to read of my friend Verlin passing. Their family moved into
Providence a few months after our family moved there in about 1962ish.
Verlin was our leader on our 2nd Ward basketball team and we enjoyed playing
together for many years. I was also one of the adults that went with Verlin and his
scout troop into the Wind River Mountains Wilderness area. He was a tremendous
leader and affected many young men's lives for good in the 2nd ward.
Dot and he were excellent dancers, especially with each other. It was fun to watch
them dance.
He will be missed very much as a citizen in Providence and by the many friends he
had through out Cache Valley. His was a life well lived.
Adrian Gale

Adrian Gale - April 23 at 02:17 PM

“

Verlin Simmons was part of my childhood. The whole Simmons family was. I will
forever be grateful for those incredible memories of snowmobiling as a mutual
activity up at the Sinks in Logan Canyon and the fun that he created for us. It makes
me smile just to think on it now, all these years later. Verlin served in the bishopric
with my dad so I got to see his spiritual side as well as his adventurous side. He was
a giant among men. What a joyful reunion there must have been on Saturday in
heaven.

Holly Martineau - April 23 at 10:01 AM

“

I really wanted to be an Eagle Scout, but I had a very serious problem – I couldn’t
swim. My parents had sent me to Red Cross swimming classes at Logan High
School and summer swimming classes at Skyview, but after years of classes I had
made no progress. In the spring of 1968, I turned 12 and joined troop 19, Verlin was
our scoutmaster. The following winter we started Verlin’s annual scout swimming
activity for mutual at the Skyview pool. I think it took a half dozen cars to get all of the
scouts from Providence to Smithfield. Verlin organized the younger boys to start
working on the swimming merit badge together and the older boys to work on
lifesaving together. And then he did the most astounding thing, he arranged for me to
get one-on-one instruction. Every week he had someone there to work with me
individually. With that focused attention I made serious progress, and at the end of
the session I passed the swimming merit badge test! That was the most exciting
accomplishment of my life to that date. The next year, the agenda was repeated. The
younger boys worked together on swimming and the older boys on lifesaving and,
each week, Verlin again arranged to have someone work with me individually. At the
end of the session I not only passed the lifesaving merit badge but completed the
mile swim. A few months later I had finished up the requirements and earned my
eagle scout award. Verlin was an awesome leader. He set the gold standard for
scoutmaster excellence. He made a huge impact on my life.
Stewart Wyatt

Stewart Wyatt - April 22 at 10:17 PM

“

Dear Simmons family: Your parents are magnificent people who loved life, family,
and country. They were deeply religious and displayed it by being fantastic
neighbors, friends, and mentors. We are thrilled we knew them and understand the
temporary hole this leaves in your lives. You are so blessed as to have Verlin and
Dot by your sides for so many great years. Rejoice.
Ross and Kay Peterson

Ross and Mary Kay Peterson - April 22 at 08:43 PM

“

I'm sorry to hear of your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Lori Williamson

Lori Williamson - April 22 at 05:26 PM

“

We are really going to miss him very much. He was a wonderful uncle! We always
looked forward to coming to the Simmons Reunion.
Lee remembers all the wonderful, exciting deer hunting trips. That is where all the
legends began, or at east the best stories.
Sending all our love, prayers, and thoughts to you all,
Love,
Lee & Kari Thacker

Lee and Kari Thacker - April 22 at 02:41 PM

“

We are going to miss you at the Simmons Reunion! Best Reunion, hands down!!!
Will not be the same. We love you Verlin!
Praying for all of you! (((HUGS)))
Love,
Roy & Amber Thacker & family

Roy & Amber Thacker - April 22 at 02:37 PM

“

What a wonderful man! Heaven just gained the cream of the crop! A true farmer who
knew how to grow the best fruit and vegetables in the world. Tomato plants 14 feet
high, corn that was so good you could have it has your main dish. Yes, we are really
going to miss him. His dedication to the gospel of Jesus Christ and example of Christ
like love has taught us how we need to live our lives. Thank you Verlin for you love
and friendship, we feel so lucky to be related to you and all of your wonderful family!
May the Lord bless you all with wonderful memories and comfort you with peace with
love during this challenging time.
"Families Are Forever!!!"

Love you!
Roy & Amber Thacker
Roy & Amber Thacker - April 22 at 02:31 PM

“

I have such sweet memories of Verlin and Dot as neighbors to our family. What a
beautiful home they created inside and out. My warmest condolences to the family.
Cynthia Kitchen Dye

Cynthia Kitchen Dye - April 22 at 12:26 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

April 22 at 12:04 PM

“

What an amazing person! I have some good memories of visiting with him with
Heidie in his lovely home and garden as well. Sending love to your great family.
Stephanie Hadfield Ray

Stephanie Hadfield Ray - April 22 at 12:01 AM

“

As a mom of one of the many eagle scouts that was mentored by Verlin, I would like
to express my gratitude to your whole family for the time your Dad spent with Dustin.
Your Dad provided opportunities that he would not have had any other way. I
appreciated the example of honoring the priesthood which he held. Your Mom and
Dad set a great example of how to love in a marriage. You are a blessed family to
have their influence and love. Know I am thinking of you all.
Sincerely, Carol Anderson Jensen Goodsell

Carol Goodsell - April 21 at 09:14 PM

“

We send our love and condolences to you all.
We think you are all wonderful people.
So glad to know you.
Much Love
Linda & Maurice Wiberg

linda wiberg - April 21 at 06:23 PM

“

He was my bishop in a young adult ward! I concur with this statement, "He was a
fearless snowmobiler" as he took us up one time and he took me for a ride and it
seemed the place we were going up was straight uphill!!! He had no worries!
I also remember going to their house and having some of their garden goodies as a
ward as well, he and Dot were so loving and happy and such great human beings!!!
They left their mark!!!
Tracy Shay Hadfield

Tracy Hadfield - April 21 at 04:55 PM

“

Verlin was a great guy! I am grateful to have spent time with him, Dot, Val and
grandchildren thru the earlier Flexi-Ski days. Many fond memories riding with him
"testing" his TIVAR UHMW skis, spending time at West Yellowstone Expo and
polishing his ski molds to the mirror finish he expected. Verlin (and Val) were the
ones who took a flat lander from Indiana and introduced him to true mountain riding. I
offer my condolences to the entire Simmons Family. I apologize for losing touch with
my Utah friends thru the years, however the memories will always stay with me.
Eric Sutter

Eric Sutter - April 21 at 04:49 PM

“

This is Bradley Simmons, my father, Don Simmons always spoke highly of his
brother and “Dotty” (at my father’s funeral service, Dot revealed that only my father
was allowed to call her “Dotty”). I have very fond childhood memories of uncle Verlin
and aunt Dot! The last time I saw all 5 of the (full) brothers together must have been
when the family gathered for a funeral nearly 40 years ago.
What was amazingly unique about Verlin and Dot was how no matter how long it had
been since you’d seen them, you always felt as if they’d always been with you.
Always warm and loving, it is so saddening to lose such incredible people - the world
is a little less bright without uncle Verlin.

Bradley Simmons - April 21 at 03:00 PM

“

Love Charles Niederhauser and family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket
for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

Love Charles Niederhauser and family - April 21 at 02:45 PM

“

Dear Simmons Family, May I express my eternal thanks and tribute to Verlin-- a great
leader, example & mentor who in a special way helped to teach and mold myself and
many other boys into young men.
May God bless and comfort your family at this time of temporary parting.
Scott Winslow

Scott Winslow - April 21 at 10:18 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Verlin M Simmons.

April 20 at 10:30 PM

“

Verlin was a great, great man. What more can be said. In the 47 years I have known
his family, I have been nothing but impressed. A great man has passed, but his
legacy will never be denied, as his family will live on. May God bless all of the
Simmons family as the mourn the loss of this special son of God!

Vic Saunders - April 20 at 10:29 PM

“

I was one of those Eagle Scouts and I will be forever grateful or Verlin.s dedication,
service and leadership, Rest In Peace my friend and thank you for setting such a
great example.

.
DougLas Bodrero - April 20 at 10:22 PM

“

6 files added to the album Verlin

Allen-Hall Mortuary - April 18 at 06:17 PM

