William "Bill" Richard Neville
September 24, 1953 - June 23, 2018

A beautiful mind is a terrible thing to waste, especially one so intelligent and kind. That’s
what happened to Bill due to brain cancer, Glioblastoma Multiform grade 4, in just a few
short months.
William Richard Neville died June 23, 2018. He was 64 years old. After working so hard
and loving what he did his whole life, he was “lucky” enough to enjoy just 8 short months
of an early retirement before learning of this horrible disease.
Bill’s love of electronics began in Idaho Falls where he grew up. It was there he became
involved with Amateur radio. He earned his Novice ham radio license and eventually his
General Class license which gave him his call sign WA7KMF. He worked for the television
station KID in Idaho Falls doing technician work behind the camera until he moved to
Logan to attend USU in their electrical engineering program. His radio broadcasting
experience enabled him to find work as an announcer (Wild Bill Neville) at KVNU. Soon he
was helping with engineering work at the radio station, and eventually served as Chief
Engineer for KVNU. He started his own business, Cache Communications, where he did
all kinds of commercial repairs and installs for fire and law enforcement. He also worked
for the Cache County Sheriff’s Office, where he met his wife, Lana. He moved on to
Motorola as a radio technician which led to work with Crescent Communications for
several years where he was the Systems Engineer, and then for a decade was General
Manager in charge of all the SMR’S for the Western United States. Bill finished his
working career for Dominion Energy (Questar) as one of the Lead Telecommunication’s
Engineer. Bill worked on radio systems, traveling much of Utah, Wyoming and Colorado.
His travels took him up beautiful mountain peaks via 4x4 trucks, snow cats and
helicopters. He enjoyed getting to know all the people that make an energy company
function. “Papa Smurf” as Bill would affectionately become known, was a welcome guest
in his travels, and all enjoyed his company. He took an early retirement last April.
Throughout all this time, he was also actively involved with the local ham radio operators,
Bridgerland Amateur Radio Club (BARC). They were building and installing ham radio
repeater systems in the Cache Valley area. Through Bill’s commercial radio work, Bill was
able to provide contacts to gain access to mountain top sites and
used repeater equipment which were used for establishing mountain top repeater systems

for the amateur radio service. He led efforts of local hams and the Bridgerland Amateur
Radio Club to build multiple repeater systems and get them installed at various mountain
top sites, all linked together which provided communications all along the Wasatch Front
from Provo to Cache Valley, and Bear Lake area to Southern Idaho. His demand for
excellence in the repeater system fabrication and performance made the system one to be
proud of! He procured equipment for the effort and donated hundreds of hours in building,
testing, and installing all these repeater systems, never seeking praise or any financial
compensation for his efforts. When amateur radio began to utilize digital radio formats,
again, Bill was in the forefront of the technology, buying digital repeater systems and
installing them alongside other repeaters already in operation. His knowledge of
communication techniques, radio equipment, and repeater systems, was unparalleled. For
his exceptional service and countless other reasons, the current president of the
Bridgerland Amateur Radio Club, Ted McArther, who is also the current trustee of the
146.72 Mount Logan repeater, has assigned Bill’s call sign to the repeater as an HONOR
to Bill and in recognition of Bill’s commitment to amateur radio and for his exceptional
service.
Several friends have expressed so much about what Bill did for them. One friend, Brad
Reaveley, stated Bill was the most caring and loving person one would ever come across.
He was just so knowledgeable! Brad said that he had a project he was working on for a
sawmill in Southern Idaho. He was so stumped on what type of information cable that he
could use that would withstand very high temperatures. Brad had called all the supply
houses and no one knew what type of cable or connectors to use. He called Bill, and
within 24 hours, Bill had sent a link on what cable and connectors to use and where to get
them. Brad was able to not only get the job done before the deadline but also saved a lot
of money as well. If it wasn’t for Bill, he would’ve been up the creek without a paddle!
Another dear friend, Brent Yeates, said Bill was his Google search.
Bill was preceded in death by his Father, William Moroni Neville and his Mother, Ada
Womack Neville. He is survived by his Wife Lana; two Daughters, Katie Neville, and Mindy
(Steve) Robins; Two precious Grandchildren, Porter and Jonas Robins. Bill was the most
Christian-like person one would ever meet. We love him and will miss him so much!
Funeral Services are under the direction of Allen-Hall Mortuary , 34 East Center, Logan,
Ut. A viewing will be held on Thursday, June 28 from 6 to 8 pm at Allen-Hall Mortuary. The
funeral will be held at Allen-Hall Mortuary on Friday, June 29, at Noon, with a viewing
before from 10:30 to 11:30. Interment will be at the Logan City Cemetery.
A special thanks to all those who assisted Bill in his hour of need; IHC Hospice, especially
Gabby and Kelley, and Maple Springs with all the wonderful Nurses and CNA’s I grew to
love, from the Assisted Living side to the Skilled Nursing side. Thank you all so much!

Comments

“

I know this is rather late but I wanted to send my condolences to Bill's friends and
family. I worked for Bill at Crescent Communications and thought highly of him. He
had the best sense of humor! I enjoyed my time working for Bill.
Victor Gabrenas

Victor Gabrenas Jr. - July 19, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

Bill was a very good friend and mentor, his heart of gold and infectious laugh was
contagious. He always took the time to have a genuine conversation with everyone
he came in contact with. He knowledge and love of his craft emanated to those
around him. Bill was one of those guys you liked to be around, his upbeat tempo
about life and his love for radio work always made for an enjoyable day. Everything
"radio" was always on his mind, as we would drive to any destination he would
always be looking up to find the next radio site or repeater on the horizon. He will be
sorely missed. My thoughts and prayers go out to all of his family. Thank you Bill, you
are truly one in a million !!!
John Murdock

John Murdock - June 29, 2018 at 09:04 AM

“

A 30 year friendship feels way to short now. Bill was a very genuine person. He freely
shared his knowledge and time with virtually everyone he meet. For they would soon
be his friend. Bill was a big man with a bigger heart, perpetual smile, and
unforgettable laugh.
He was one of a kind. Thoughts and prayers to his family. I will dearly miss our
lunches and talks.
Tim Peters

Tim Peters - June 28, 2018 at 02:48 PM

“

About 20 years ago, Bill contacted me on behalf of Crescent Communications
regarding an FCC license I held. We had never met before but our conversations led
to an opportunity to meet in Las Vegas to discuss business. It was then that Bill
created a new name for me ( Chicago Bob ) that has endured to this date.
As time went on our friendship grew and I had introduced him to what had become
an annual journey to the Dayton Ohio Hamvention.

Bill introduced many additional friends to attend the function and over the years our
group has grown. I propose future trips will always be a memorial to Bill.
Bill has been an inspiration and wealth of knowledge and we have shared many
hours of conversation talking "shop"
I have never heard Bill speak badly about anyone and he has always displayed a
heart of Gold.
His passing is a major loss not only to his family, and the industry he loved, but to me
personally, and he will never be forgotten.
"Chicago Bob" Barcal
"Chicago Bob" Barcal - June 27, 2018 at 04:57 PM

“

7 files added to the album LifeTributes

Brent Yeates - June 27, 2018 at 01:35 PM

“

How saddened we were to hear of the loss of one of our hobby's most active,
knowledgeable, and kind members. I will sorely miss our telephone conversations,
and cannot count the number of hams who contacted us to purchase something
recommended by WA7KMF. Our sincerest condolences to Bill's family. Janet Margelli
KL7MF, Ham Radio Outlet-Anaheim

Janet Margelli - June 27, 2018 at 01:06 PM

“

Every time I saw Bill he was smiling. He was a genuinely kind man with a big heart.
My thoughts, love and prayers are with Lana, Katie, Mindy and family. May God
bless you with strength at this time.

Joni Black - June 27, 2018 at 12:50 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Richard Neville.

June 27, 2018 at 11:02 AM

“

I think I will miss Bill's smile the most. A gentle giant of a man.
The entire Tansock family has huge holes in their hearts and will miss this man
dearly.

Lee Tansock - June 27, 2018 at 09:39 AM

“

Bill is responsible for my long career in the telecommunications industry. When i
began working at Crescent communications Bill took me under his wing. I was fresh
out of high school and had an interest in the systems we used. Bill patiently shared
his knowledge and experience with me and set me on a course for a long and
exciting career and many amazing memories. Thank you Bill

Wes Nilson - June 27, 2018 at 07:54 AM

“

I met Bill as I was building a Ham Radio Repeater. He wanted to know all about what
components I was using and how I was going to install it. He then proceeded to tell
me about some of the things he had learned along the way. I remember thinking that
it would have taken me years, maybe even 10 years, to learn what he was telling me.
Ever since that day he has always been the go to person when talking about any
radio system. He has probably done it, tried it, or could never get it to work the way
he wanted.
Above all, Bill has been a great friend and I enjoyed just being around him. Couldn’t
ask for a better friend. He always wanted to know how you were doing and what fun
projects you were up to.
Bill you will be missed by all of those people that you came in contact with and made
their day a little brighter.
Rest In Peace. Until we meet again.
- Chris Andrist, KC7WSU

Chris Andrist - June 27, 2018 at 07:19 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Richard Neville.

June 27, 2018 at 12:31 AM

“

We are loosing a good friend. It was really great to spend time with him an enjoy the
art of Ham Radio. Bill was a great Teacher. Loved to spend the weekends with Bill
building equipment and expanding the capabilities of the new technologies. Bill
Thanks for being such a great buddy.
Ted McArthur
AC7II

Ted Alan McArthur - June 26, 2018 at 11:24 PM

“

Thanks, Lana, Katey, Mindy and other family members, for sharing Bill with us in
ham radio. Not many people knew him personally but he gave us so much in the way
of the repeaters on mountains and hills that make it possible for us to talk to people
all over Northern Utah and Southern Idaho. He was very progressive and yet very
traditional as well. We'll miss him. We know he loves each of you very much.
Laurie Littledike
KF7DKM

Laurie Littledike - June 26, 2018 at 09:19 PM

“

Words cannot express how much I loved the friendship of Bill. I met Bill in October of
1983 as a green Radio Salesman at Motorola. The first day on the job this smiling big
guy came up to me and introduced himself. That began a friendship that has lasted
almost 35 years. We not only worked together at Motorola but he was instrumental in
getting me a job at Crescent Communications. It was there that we went on many
adventures. Some that we talk about and some that are best left undone. Through it
all I knew Bill as one of the most kind hearted, caring and loving guys I know. He
loved his family, his cats and those he worked with. I'm going to miss his infectious
smile and laugh. How when I called him on the phone he would call be Floyd R
Turbo. I'm really going to miss you Bill. But what I have are great memories of a

super friend!
Kerry Parker
Kerry Parker - June 26, 2018 at 04:36 PM

“

I worked with Bill at Crescent Communications for many years. Bill was such a kind, caring,
genuine, smart and funny guy. I was sad to hear of his passing. Sending love to his
family....I am so sorry for your loss. Gone too soon. RIP Bill
Susan Maero
Susan Maero - June 26, 2018 at 06:09 PM

“

I hired Wild Bill when I was program director at KVNU back in the mid 70's. We became
instant friends. Great times were had by the possee we ran around with. Big Al Lewis,
Hawkeye Mendenhall and a zany cast of characters. Bill was best man at my wedding. A
kinder, gentler soul is not possible to find. The world needs more "Wild Bill's"! God Bless.
My love to his family.
Dave Hull - June 27, 2018 at 03:07 PM

“

I met Bill at the start of our freshman year at Utah State University in the Electrical
Engineering program in the early 70's.. We met through ham radio, and developed an
instant friendship. I have spent countless hours with him fiddling with radios, building ham
repeaters, and tagging along as he went to mountain tops to install them. We worked
together at KVNU, and at Cache Communications. He's been a valuable and trusted friend.
I learned more about radios from Bill than I ever would have alone. I also, by example, was
shown how to be a generous caring human being. I miss him and will the rest of my life. A
truly great man!
Wally Gibbons - June 28, 2018 at 10:37 PM

“

Bill came in to my life in 1972 when I opened the radio shack store in Logan. He came in to
the store almost daily to by electronic parts for his radio projects and he could tell right
away that I did not have any electronics knowledge to be able to help him. We became
great friends as he schooled me in electronics and taught me better than any educational
system could ever hope to do. He and Wally and Bob helped me become an Ham radio
operator(WB7PDI) and we late partnered to open Cache Communications where the
training continued as he taught me how to repair radios and other electronic equipment.
The knowledge I gained from Bill allowed me to support my family as I gained employment
at Bourn's and managed the Laser dept. and Production facility because of the education
he gave me. I haven't seen Bill since leaving Cache Valley in 1991 but I think of him on a
daily basis as I use the knowledge he gave me every single day. Thank you Brother, RIP.
God Bless your family with continued memories and Love.
Dave DeCorso - June 29, 2018 at 11:16 AM

“

25 files added to the album LifeTributes

Allen-Hall Mortuary - June 26, 2018 at 03:04 PM

