Wynn Roger Walker
April 29, 1946 - June 29, 2019

Wynn Roger Walker, 73, beloved husband of Lorraine Walker, passed away June 29,
2019 from pancreatic cancer. In addition to his wife, he is survived by his six wonderful
children: Corey (Shannon); Shelbe (James Needham); Lance (Julianna); Quinnon Duke
(Kelly); Garrett (Kari); and Jordan Walker. He was proud of his 19 grandchildren.
Wynn was born April 29, 1946 to Roger and Erma Walker in Delta, Utah. He grew up in
the small community of Sutherland just outside of Delta and graduated from Delta High
School in 1964. That fall he attended Dixie College in St. George, Utah and graduated
with an Associate Degree in Science. He graduated from Utah State University with a B.
S. in Civil Engineering and graduated from Colorado State University with both a Master of
Science Degree in Civil Engineering and a Ph.D. in Agricultural Engineering.
Wynn met and married Diane Avery while at Dixie and together they had Corey, Shelbe
and Lance. After their divorce, Wynn married Lorraine and they were sealed for time and
all eternity in the Logan, Utah Temple.
Following his PhD at Colorado State, he joined its faculty as an Assistant Professor. In
1980 the Agricultural and Irrigation Engineering Department at Utah State University
offered Wynn a position and a few years later he became Head of the Department, a
position that he held for 17 years. Wynn loved working with students and spent the last ten
years of his career as an Associate Dean in the College of Engineering Dean’s Office.
Wynn had an international reputation as an expert in irrigation engineering and received
recognition for his contributions to the field of irrigation engineering. He was always quick
to say that he was just the leader of many excellent research teams comprised of
graduate students, faculty and staff. Among his many awards, Wynn was named the 1994
Utah State University D. Wynne Thorne Outstanding Researcher; the 2004 Governor’s
Medal for Science and Technology in recognition for his outstanding achievements and
recognitions in Science and Technology with significant impact in the State of Utah; the
ASAE award for Advancement of Surface Irrigation in 2005; and the 2007 ASCE Royce J.
Tipton Award. Wynn enjoyed mentoring all his students and wanted to give special
recognition to Dr. Gary Merkle for his contributions.
Wynn and Lorraine were best friends and spent a wonderful 18 months serving in the
California Oakland/San Francisco Mission at the Oakland FamilySearch Library. Prior to

their mission Wynn enjoyed being a temple worker and especially enjoyed serving with
Lorraine his last year. Throughout the years, Wynn served in many callings but the most
enjoyable was teaching his CTR-7/8 classes with Lorraine.
Wynn was preceded in death by his father Roger and his grandson Caelin.
A viewing will be held at Allen Mortuary of North Logan, 420 East 1800 North this coming
Friday, July 5 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Funeral Services will be held Saturday, July 6th
at Noon in the Hyde Park 10th Ward Chapel, 42 West 200 South, Hyde Park, Utah. A
viewing will also be held prior to services from 11:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Condolences may
be shared with the family at www.allenmortuaries.com

Comments

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Wynn Roger Walker.

July 04 at 12:42 PM

“

Enduring Grace was purchased for the family of Wynn Roger Walker.

July 04 at 08:15 AM

“

Corey, so sad to hear about your dad's death. I know you will miss him. We stayed in
touch with him every couple of years, but I am sure you don't remember us. UNLESS
you remember the time the two of you went backpacking with the two of us when you
were around 6 or 8 years old. I had brought chocolate and you had brought Cheetos.
Before the trip was over, I had traded all my chocolate for all your Cheetos! I was
pleased that the obituary listed your mother. I remember well the fun times we had
when you lived on Fuqua Drive in Fort Collins. Again, our most sincere condolences.
Marylou and Stephen Smith

MaryLou Smith - July 03 at 07:16 PM

“

Lorraine, I am so saddened by the loss of Wynn. I know he was your best friend and
your heart. My heart goes out to you and your family. I wish you peace and all the
comfort you need.

LaRae Widmeyer - July 03 at 06:14 PM

“

We met when I was a struggling college student in the engineering program at USU
about 10 years ago. We bonded quickly since I'm from Hinckley. He gave me all sorts
of crap and I loved him for it. He was also a high councilor in my stake and called me
out during a talk at church once, I about died of embarrassment and laughing so
hard. At one point he told me I had 5 years to get married - don't remember his
reasoning but it was funny. Didn't make it in 5, but I did eventually! I was sad when I
left and never got to go randomly drop by to say Hi when I was "in the
neighborhood". He always made time to chat for a minute. My condolences on the
loss of an amazing man.

Amy Parkinson - July 03 at 03:29 PM

“

As a friend and colleague of Wynn, I'll always have good memories and value his
mentor- and friendship, and shared love of golf. One of the funnier memories I have
of Wynn was at dinner at Hamilton's when, to my horror (he can't eat all that) he
ordered the 32 oz porterhouse and to my relief, he took 3/4 of it home! We'll miss
him.

David Stevens - July 03 at 10:46 AM

“

Lorrainne and Family -- I am so sorry for you loss of such a great man!! I worked with
Wynn (and Lorrainne) for many years and enjoyed being neighbors and living in the
same ward. Heaven gained one of the best!! He will be watching over you from
above...until you can see him again!! You are in my thoughts and prayers. You have
so many great memories to get you through this earthly trial -- cherish them!

Kathy Phippen - July 03 at 10:42 AM

“

Wynn was my Ph.D. advisor at Colorado State. I owe a lot to him. He moved to Utah
State a year before I finished my degree, but was still willing to advise me through
the completion of my program at Fort Collins. Wynn was very bright and had great
analytical skills and engineering insight. He got along well with students -- making us
work independently and encouraging and prodding us along in his unique way,
almost bordering on (good-natured) sarcasm at times. Wynn and I were closer in age
than I realized, and he had the gift of being both an effective mentor and a valued
friend. He touched many lives and was a difference maker.

Ron Elliott
Stillwater, OK
Ronald Elliott - July 03 at 12:02 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Wynn Roger Walker.

July 02 at 05:43 PM

“

We were surprised and saddened to learn of Wynn's passing. He was a giant in his
profession. It was great to work with Wynn on different efforts at the University and
also to have the opportunity to travel internationally with him. Many of his former
students and colleagues will lament his passing and remember him for his
contributions and mentoring. It was easy to tell that Wynn was deeply devoted to his
family because he reserved such tender feelings and speech for them. We wish you
the Lord's comfort and sweet memories of Wynn and his well-lived life.
DeeVon and Marilyn Bailey

DeeVon Bailey - July 02 at 03:03 AM

